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7/8 Science
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Term 1
February
Wednesday 16th
Parents Club 7:30

Friday 18th
Primary Cluster
Swimming Sports

Thursday 24th
P-12 House
Swimming Sports

Issy and Lachlan take part in a practical

lesson for Year 7/8 Science.
Hopetoun P-12 College
Phone 5083 3203

Fax 5083 3016

Email: hopetoun.p12@education.vic.gov.au

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School

Principal’s Report
It is hard to believe that we are only eight days into the school year, yet we seem to
have come so far in a brief time. The Ready to Learn Day established routines and
highlighted the importance of strong connections between students and staff at the
Year Level Coordinator and support coordinator level. We anticipate building on
these relationships by including close links with parents and carers as the year
moves along. Swimming lessons are underway heading towards our swimming
sports scheduled for Thursday 24th February.
Unfortunately, we have had to postpone the annual Big Breakfast. The VCE/VCAL
information session, usually scheduled immediately following the breakfast, was
held this morning.

School Council
The first meeting of Council was held last night. Bronte Michael was welcomed to
Council for her first meeting as school vice-captain. Updates on progress of the
Rebuild program dominated the meeting along with approval of a range of financial
management policies and procedures. Council approved the annual subsidy for
camps and excursions ($30 primary and $50 secondary) as well as approved the café
menu and price list. Grounds and Buildings considered some repairs needed to the
car garage and some general cleaning-up around the buildings and grounds while
the First Aid Policy was approved for adoption.

School Council Elections
It is now time for our annual School Council elections. We have three vacancies for
parents to join Council. Membership of Council is a great way to hear first-hand the
policy and direction of the school and enables you to assist in shaping the culture,
purpose and school environment. Please contact myself or any current member of
Council if you are interested in joining. Elections are also underway for staff
representatives and two student representatives.

Retiring Members
A note of thanks to Tash Anderson who will be leaving Council at these elections.
Tash has been an active member of Council. She has been a member of Finance
and Policy committees and is currently School Council President. Thanks, Tash, for
your contribution to the school. Thanks, also, to Tom White who will be leaving
Council. Tom has been a keen member of the Grounds Committee and is passionate
about the Chinese Elms we have planted at the front of the school. Other retiring
members include Harry McLean and Kate Watts, both of whom have graduated from
Hopetoun P-12 College; Abby White, who has transferred schools; Adi Horman, Nicki
Bellinger, Amanda Cook and Maxine Wright, all of whom are eligible for re-election.

Café
We have relocated the café to the kitchenette in the Stadium. Chris Brennan has
taken over the role of manager and has set the area up extremely well. We have
ensured that all health and safety matters are covered and we are now operating
at close to ‘normal’ with an appropriate assortment of lunches and over-thecounter items for sale. The café operates five days a week and is open for all
students and staff.

COVID
It is pleasing to note that students are adhering to the COVID-safe guidelines.
Masks, hand washing, sanitisation, distancing and air purifiers are all noticeable
across the school. Just a reminder that face masks must be worn whilst travelling
on the school buses.
Remember, if we have a positive case reported for our school, you will be notified
through Compass so please ensure that you have the app on your phone or have
some form of access to the Compass portal. If you have forgotten your password
or need help with access, ring Sandra at the school office or contact Maxine
Wright through a phone call to the school.

Rebuild Update
Progress seems slow at present. We are waiting for the final tick of approval in
readiness for putting the plans out to tender. An announcement is imminent.
Once tenders are opened, it will be one month for the tender period then two
weeks before a tender is accepted. Meanwhile, we are pressing ahead with
readying the three empty relocatables for occupation. We are anticipating shifting
furniture late next week so that we should be able to commence using all of the
rooms from Monday 21st February. That gives us time to arrange for Sandra to
move to her office followed by a total emptying of the main building.
Graeme Holmes
Principal

Check out Hopetoun
P-12 College
Facebook page

Policy Update
Student Wellbeing
As the introduction to our Student Wellbeing Policy states, the emotional, social and physical wellbeing of our students is pivotal to their success at school, and in future lives. This
is central to our school operation and underpins the approach we have to the wellbeing of
all students. We use the School Wide Positive Behaviour program to provide a coherent
approach to wellbeing and we acknowledge the individuality and differences within our
school community. We have a student welfare counsellor (Rex), a Mental Health Support person (Meg)
and each year level has experienced teachers responsible for the care and wellbeing of the students.
We have an active SRC each year and strong student leadership and voice across the college.
You can access our Student Wellbeing Policy on our website.

Year 7/8 Science
In 7/8 Science, the students were looking at the various components
of a scientific investigation.

Year 8 students were
looking at what
effects a pendulum
swing. One group
tested changing the
weight and another
group changed the
length of rope.

The Year 7 students were investigating
which type of ball bounces best by
dropping them from measured
heights. They tested the balls using
the same height from which they
were dropped and bounced them on
the same surface.

Parents Club
Meeting

Stop
being afraid of

Wednesday
16th February
7:30
Room 10

what could go wrong
and think of what

could go right.

All welcome

school magazine

SunSmart

For 2022

To order,
contact the School Office
50833203

School Council

Some of the Key Functions of School Councils include:
•
To establish the broad direction and vision of the school within the school's
community.
•
To raise funds for school related purposes.
•
To exercise a general oversight of the school buildings and grounds and
ensure they are kept in good order and condition.
•
To ensure that all money coming into the hands of the council is expended
for proper purposes relating to the school.
•
To report annually (the Annual Report) to the school community and to the
Department on the school’s financial activities, the School Strategic Plan,
and any other matters that are determined by the Minister.

Primary Swimming
Please bring :
Bathers, towel, goggles,
and change of underwear of needed.
Swimming will be on Friday 11/02 and Wednesday 16/02,
Friday 25/02 and Friday 4/03

Primary School Uniform For Sale
Black Nike runners size 3 $20 great condition
Size 8 school jumpers (x2) $10 each
Size 8 maroon school polo $10
Size 8 grey skort $20
Size 8 black leggings (4 pairs) $5
Contact Goss 0408008018

Notice of Elections
FORM 2: NOTICE OF ELECTION AND CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
(Formerly Schedule 4: Notice of Election and Call for Nomination)
An election is to be conducted for members of the school council of Hopetoun P-12 College.
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged by 4.00 pm on: Wednesday 23rd
February.
Following the closing of nominations, a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school.
The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open
for election are as follows:

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY
Parent member

TERM OF OFFICE
From the day after the date of
the declaration of the poll in
2022 to and inclusive of the date
of the declaration of poll in 2024

NUMBER OF POSITIONS
3

School employee member

From the day after the date of
the declaration of the poll in
2022 to and inclusive of the date
of the declaration of poll in 2024

2

Student member

From the day after the date of
the declaration of the poll in
2022 to and inclusive of the date
of the declaration of poll in 2024

2

If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and
calling for further nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school.
Nomination forms, either self-nomination or nomination of another person, are available at the

