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Phone 5083 3203        Fax 5083 3016                Email: hopetoun.p12@education.vic.gov.au 

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School 

 

Local author Pamela McNamara presenting Primary           
Captain, Alynah, with a copy of the book that she published. 



 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
Step Up 

It came as a little ‘shock’ to some of our students earlier this week when they realised they had 
stepped-up a year level. There is a significant increase in expectations in the upper classes. This 
was especially noticeable to the current Year 9 students, who suddenly found they were doing 
Year 11 VCE subjects! Acceleration is an excellent strategy, but it can be loaded with sudden 
changes in expectations. Most students move up one year level, however, we offer opportunities 
for students who show the right attitude, attendance and achievement, to step into a Year 11                   
subject whilst they are in Year 10. Congratulations to all our students who have stepped into a new 
year level.   

Not Many Days to Go 

The days are certainly counting down now as we race towards the end of the school year. The Year 
10s conclude their academic year tomorrow, Friday 3rd December. Meanwhile, the Prep to Year 9 
students continue their attendance next week with cyberbullying session scheduled for Monday 
(Years 3-9), transition on Tuesday and camp on Wednesday to Friday. I hope you have all noted 
that our awards Night will be held on Tuesday 14th December at the Hopetoun Hall, commencing 
at 7pm.   

Staffing for 2022 

Congratulations to Miss Trudi Cook on her appointment as Assistant Principal, commencing         
January 2022. Miss Cook has been acting in the Assistant Principal role this year and will take on 
the role next year in a formal capacity. She will continue teaching secondary maths whilst leading 
and managing the primary section of the school. Congratulations, also, to Maxine Wright on        
her re-appointment as Leading Teacher for the next five years. Maxine has been leading the               
development and improvement of teaching and learning in the past and will continue in that role.  

We have a new Physical Education teacher joining us next year, Mr Jack Van Der Burg. Mr Van Der 
Burg is currently teaching at Goroke and will move here during January to take up the role vacated 
by Mr Anders, who is moving to Red Cliffs.  

Other staffing changes will be reported over the next few weeks.  

Primary Swimming 

The weather has been kind to us so far for our swimming program. Our Primary students have 
been attending the pool in the afternoons and have switched to the morning for Thursday and    
Friday. The weather has been great and the students have certainly enjoyed the opportunity to 
rebuild and extend their swimming skills in readiness for summer.  

Rebuild progress 

We are continuing to ready ourselves for moving into our relocatable classrooms, which will be our 
‘home’ next year. Clean-up continues and furniture is being identified for keeping/selling/waste. 
The plans for the new school are close to being finalised and will be signed-off on time. We are           
currently working on relocating furniture and improving layouts of the current music and library 
spaces and ascertaining the grounds-work needed to prepare access tracks around the back of the 
school.  Access to school next year will only be via Roberts Lane, as the builders will have exclusive 
use of the Dodgshun Street car entry. Buses will pick-up and drop-off at the school crossing in 
Dodgshun Street. 

Check out Hopetoun  
P-12 College  

Facebook page 

Graeme Holmes                                              

Principal 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjOrePU7vnPAhVGFJQKHaE1AGEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ft1.gstatic.com%2Fimages%3Fq%3Dtbn%3AANd9GcTUHFAdTFQF_-vEhZgtGE7EtXWbvXMPWbIWTY-f0uwg4jXep6Is&psig=AFQjCNF1paGo


 

 

 

 

 

 

Booklists are now 
due at the  

Newsagency! 
 

Enrolment booklets 
are now due back at 

the school.  
Payment to be 

made at start of 
school next year.                          

  
  

 

Canteen 
Week 10 

Open Monday and  

Tuesday only 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 11 - Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Club Fundraiser  

P-12 Christmas Raffle 

Food Hamper  

 

Thank you for supporting this fund-
raiser.  

 

All tickets and money  

now due back! 
 

 

Will be drawn 14/12/2021 at Awards 
Night. 

If you have any questions, please    
contact Goss on 0408 008 018  

Save the Date 

 

 

 

Hopetoun P-12 College 

Awards Night 

Tuesday 14th December 

Hopetoun Memorial Hall 

7:00 pm  

 



 

 

 

 

Weekly Student Awards 

Well done to the following students for receiving  

 Students of the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READING AWARDS 

 Reading awards are given to         
students who have reached                                                         

milestones in their nightly        
reading. 

 Declan 

For expressing strong 
school values,      
demonstrating         

leadership capacity 
through communication, 

reflection, and active 
listening, and      

thoughtfully engaging 
with a growth mindset. 

Braxton 

For helping the Prep 
transition students and 

being a good role    
model for them.        

Great job. 

Jacey 

For demonstrating the 
school value of          

responsibility, by taking 
initiative and looking for 

ways to improve the 
VCAL program and 

teamwork, by working 
cooperatively with     

others.  

Congratulations to Mia for 

 reading for 200 nights!  

Amazing effort! 



 

 

 

     Pamela McNamara kindly donated a copy of her book, Birds of            

 Millewa-Mallee Sunrise to Sunset, to every student in Prep to Year 6.                

She also donated 2 copies for the school library; we would like to                        

thank her for the generous donation.                                                                                    

 
 
 
 

Policy Update 
Camps & Excursions Policy 
Camps and excursions have been few and far between this year due to the significant restrictions 
placed upon us by the Covid lockdowns and subsequent careful approach to reopening. Fortunately, the 
restrictions have been eased enough for us to attend a camp in Halls Gap next week. The Years Prep to 
9 students are all scheduled to go to Tandara in Halls Gap from Wednesday to Friday next week.  

Our Policy states: 
The school’s camping program enables students to further their learning and social skills        

development in a non-school setting.  Camps may have a cultural, environmental or outdoor   

emphasis and are an important aspect of the educational programs offered at our school. 

Camps and excursions can provide a valuable educational experience for our students which   
are complementary to their learning, as they provide access to resources, environments and   
expertise that may not be available in the classroom. 

The forthcoming trip to Halls Gap certainly provides many non-school experiences for all of the          
students. A copy of the Camps and Excursions Policy is available on our website.   

 

https://hopetounp12.wordpress.com/policies/


 

 

 

 

P-2 Letters to Santa 
 

 

Dear Santa, 

My name is Bella. I am 9 years 
old. How are you and Mrs 
Clause? How is the workshop? 
Can I please have a set of slime 
to help me calm down? I would 
like a set of makeup so I can 
practice. I would like a box of 
pop-its. They can make me                 
happy. Can I please have some 
scratch and sniff stickers so I can 
give them to my family when 
they are nice to me. Can I please 
have some putty so it can help 
me calm down? On Christmas 
my family and I are going to play 
games. I like Christmas.              
From Bella 

Dear Santa, 

I am Nathaniel and I live in Hopetoun. I would 
like a two wheel scooter for Christmas                             
because mine is broken. Can I have a track 
with a car that glows? I would like a marble 
rush game. How are you going? How are the 
elves? I wish to have a nice Christmas.                             
From Nathaniel 

Dear Santa, 

How are you today? How is your work going? Santa, 
can I please have a motorbike because I like to ride it 
on the farm. Can I also have a PJ Mask toy set because I 
like PJ Mask, and a PJ Mask colouring book because I 
like colouring? Can I have a puppy? Can I have more 
Lego, a tent, pillows and a calm down corner and a 
book? Santa, I’m not staying at Hopetoun P-12 with my 
wonderful friends and teachers. I am shifting. I’m Layne 
and I’m nearly turning 8.                                                               
From Layne 

Dear Santa, 

My name is Braxton. I am 7. I live in 
Woomelang. I would like a Thomas 
the Tank Engine that moves. I would 
like a Jumanji game. How are you 
doing? I am looking forward to              
playing games at Christmas time. I 
love you.                                                         
From Braxton 

Dear Santa, 

How are you and Mrs Clause going? Are the elves 
on the shelf working very well? For Christmas, I 
would like mini brands for my Barbie. I would also 
like LOLs dolls and OMG dolls because I really like 
playing with them. I would like a unicorn floaty so I 
can go to the pool. I would also like earrings. I have 
my Christmas tree up at Dads and might put one 
up at mums soon. I am 7 Years old. I have a dog 
called Joey. Watch out for her! I would like if you 
could get something for her please. If you haven’t 
realised, I have moved house. I really, really like my 
home. Do you like yours? I am having Christmas at 
my Nans house and because family is coming too. 
Merry Christmas!                                                                      
Love Matilda 

Dear Santa, 

My name is Ned and I am 8. How are you and your 
elves? I would like a remote control drift car please. May 
I have a remote controlled motorbike please? May I 
have a bright yellow and black scooter please?  Can I 
have some yellow motorbike gloves please? How is you 
wife? Will you get the toys done in time? Can I please 
have some putty? Can I have a ripstik please?                              
From Ned 

Dear Santa, 

I would like a Magic Mixie for                      
Christmas. How do you get around 
the world in one night? I am getting 
very excited for Christmas. Please can 
I have a mini brands for Christmas? I 
would be able to pretend that my 
dolls are cooking in the kitchen. I am 
in the middle of my family. I would 
like if you could get me the Jumanji 
game for the Nintendo Switch. I am 
looking forward to seeing my big 
brother, Alex, at Christmas time. 

Love Jess 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mioow Awards 

Amanda Cook 

Classroom Teacher 

Congratulations to Matilda for       

learning her 300 Mioow words! 

Keep it up! 

Dear Santa, 

Hello, I’m George and I’m 7 years old. How are you        
going? I would really love a mountain bike please. I 
want to be extra safe on my motorbike so I would like 
knee pads and elbow pads. How are your elves going? 
How’s the toys coming along? Will you get them                      
finished in time for Christmas? I’m going to Matilda’s 
house for lunch. I’m really looking forward to it.                                                                     
Love from George 

Dear Santa, 

My name is Pearl and I live with my 
Nan. For Christmas I would like a 
singing Elsa wand. I would like a 
kitten and an Elsa  hairclip. How are 
your elves? What have you been 
doing in your spare time? I wish I 
could have Christmas with just me 
and Nan.                                                       
Love from Pearl 

Dear Santa, 

Hi Santa, it’s Mia from Hopetoun Victoria Australia 3396. How have you been? How are the 
reindeers? I would like a tie dye bed spread for a double bed please because, I don’t have 
many bed spreads. Next, a new double bed. I would like this because I have grown out of 
my bunkbed. It would be good if I could get an electric scooter. It would go faster than me                                  
riding my bike to the middle of the paddock if Pop needs help. My last one, a Nintendo 
Switch.                                                                                                                                                                        
Love Mia 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary Swimming 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  
                                                                            
 



 

 


