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Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School

Principal’s Report
It has been wonderful to see so many happy, smiling faces in the corridors and classrooms this
week. After many weeks of remote learning, students are now getting back to school and settling
back into a learning routine in the classroom. We have some restrictions at school which must
be observed to meet COVID regulations, however, the return has been smooth and seamless.
Hopefully we will be able to complete the school year with face-to-face teaching and learning
and, with a bit of luck, we will be able to have end-of-year celebrations and acknowledgements
of student achievement. Meanwhile our ‘blended on-site and remote learning’ model continues
next week.

Face Masks
A major change brought in by the Chief Health Officer is the requirement for students in Years 3
to 6 to wear face masks whilst inside. Commencing Monday 18th October students in
Years 3 to 6 will be mandated to wear face masks while inside. They will be allowed
to remove them for eating etc and when the teacher asks them to be removed for
learning purposes. Note, also, that the CHO has also strongly recommended that
students in Prep to Year 2 wear face masks whilst inside, but this is not mandatory.
•

Face masks are required for students in Year 3 to 6, only when indoors on school premises,
unless an exception applies.

Year 12s
The GAT is now behind us, a few more days of lessons then the Year 12s leave us for their exam
preparations. Next Wednesday (20th October), is the final teaching day for our Year 12 classes.
This will be followed up with a celebration and farewell on Thursday morning, the 21 st October.
It has been a difficult, disrupted year for our final year students however they have continued to
apply themselves to the tasks and have shown incredible resilience throughout the 12 months. We
wish them well for their exams which start on Wednesday 27th October with the traditional English
exam.

Elections for 2022 School Captains
Excitement mounts as we go through the process of electing school captains for 2022. The two
applicants wrote articles for the newsletter last week. Next Tuesday morning they present their
speeches to the students. Some students will be on-site while others will log-in through Webex at
8.55am to hear the speeches. Then, immediately after the presentations, voting will take place.
Students and staff will be asked to vote. The panel, made up of staff, students and the current
captains will then make a decision based on the voting, speeches and written applications.
Announcements will take place later next week so that the interim school captains can commence
as soon as the current Year 12s leave for study.

SunSmart
Hopetoun P-12 College is a SunSmart school. Now that we are moving rapidly into the summer
season, it is time for hats to be worn outside. The hats are required to protect the face, neck and
ears. Our school hat, a bucket design, is an approved SunSmart hat which students are expected to
wear as part of their school uniform. Baseball or peak caps are not suitable.

It is great to see that the students who are back at school are aware of the policy and are
wearing hats consistently.
The school bucket hat can be purchased at the office for $5. Please make sure that names are
put on hats so that the owner can be easily identified.

Return to School Days Next Week
Week Commencing Monday 18th October
Students attending school all week will be:
Prep, Year 1 and Year 2; Year 7, and Years 11 and 12.
Students attending school for part of the week:
Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th will be Years 3 & 4 and Years 8 & 9
Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd will be Years 5 & 6 and Year 10.
All students will be attending full-time at school from Tuesday 26th October.

Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Check out Hopetoun
P-12 College
Facebook page

Homework Club
Thursday afternoons between 3:20 and 4:00 pm for
supervised homework/study sessions.
Primary and Secondary students welcome.
Fresh fruit snacks will be available!

Policy Update
Values and School Philosophy
Hopetoun P-12 College reaffirmed the school values and philosophy in 2020. The vision is:
Hopetoun P-12 College strives to meet the individual needs of all students in cooperative
learning communities. The College promotes high expectations, accountability and
feedback to produce responsible, respectful and collaborative citizens in a changing
society.
Our school values, which are well embedded across our College are:
Respect – We show compassion for the feelings, abilities and rights of
others and ourselves
Responsibility – We manage our own behaviour to achieve our goals
Teamwork - We work together to help everyone achieve their goals.

Don’t Miss out!
Grades 3-6
2021 Golden Plains
Magazine
If you didn’t order a copy of
the school magazine at the
start of the year, you are still
able to order a copy.

Must wear face masks
while indoors at school
from Oct 18, 2021.

Cost of the magazine is
$20.00
Orders and payment need to
be in to the office by
Friday 5th November.

SCHOOL MAGAZINE
Cover Design
Competition
Be creative and come up with a
unique
Magazine Cover Design
A4 in size
All entries to
Ms. Papadakis
By Wednesday 3rd November

SunSmart

Years 3-6
Welcome Back Years 3-6
On Tuesday, we welcomed back our Year 3/4 students. Today, we welcome back our Year 5/6
students. The Year 3/4 have been very busy over the last two weeks as they have been learning
about money. Byron, Charlie and Hunter had fun playing in our shop, as they learnt to work out
the total cost of items and give change. Sophie, Levi and William used their mathematical skills
to calculate money and round to the nearest 5 cents.
As all Year 3-6 students will have to wear a mask next week, the Year 3/4 students decided it
was a good idea to practice. So, during our Mathematics lesson, they all put on their mask and
found that they could still do their work.

Once the Year 6 students had had a chance to catch up and find out what their day would look
like, they got on with their reading lesson. They decided to take their chairs and books outside
on the balcony to get some fresh air and to read their chosen novel.

Tracy Bound
Classroom Teacher

Principal’s Report
Big Breakfast

Year 9 Science Brain Dissection

The Mallee turned on it’s beautiful weather for our annual Big Breakfast earlier this week. A large number of families
gathered at the front of the school to enjoy the flavours of bacon and eggs, toast, cereals and all the trimmings. It was
a very pleasant way to mark the start of a new school year.
The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new staff to the school community. Jess O’Loghlen and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We
also have a few known locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Support).
School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how
students are looking forward to 2021.

Importantly, also, parents took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.
Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast.
For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that we can all grow our brain and that, with effort, we can all
get better at everything we do.
The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on.
The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in joining the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17 th February.
Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.
Student Leaders
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and
Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be
holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented
with their badges.
Rebuild Update
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a
formality and signals the start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you updated when significant steps are taken throughout the year.
Stadium Change Rooms
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor
repair. Tenders have been called for repairs to the roof, replacement of floor coverings and painting throughout. It is
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.
Coming Up
We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’
events which we hold in term 1 each year. These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday
morning (Tuesday 9th), our annual school swimming sports (Thursday 11th February) and the Primary Cluster Swimming Sports (Friday 19th February).
Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10th February) followed by the Parents Club
meeting on Wednesday 17th February.
Fantastic Year
The planning and preparation is in place for all of us to have a wonderful, productive school year. We have a long
agenda in front of us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will continue to be supportive and active in our school community.
Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

FFV SCHOLARSHIPS
Freemasons Foundation Victoria is committed to supporting the youth of Victoria. A major
initiative is our annual Scholarships for Tertiary and Secondary students.
Each year the Foundation distributes over $400,000 in Scholarships, Awards and Bursaries to
students.
Applications for 2022 scholarships open on 1 December 2021.
Tertiary Scholarships
Applications closed.
Open to students who completed Year 12 in 2021.
You have been offered and accepted a place in a Victorian tertiary institution to study full
time in 2022.
A successful applicant may defer study for one year. The Foundation must be notified and
the money will be paid when study commences.
You must be an Australian Citizen or Permanent Resident of Australia domiciled in
Victoria.
Not be in receipt of any other scholarship or award greater than $5,000 per annum.
Awards available
o 1 award of $10,000 per annum, tenable for duration of the course
o 1 award of $5,000 per annum, tenable for 3 years
o 44 awards of $5,000 for 1 year

Secondary Scholarships
Applications closed.
Open to students studying Year 7 to Year 12 in 2022 at a Victorian secondary school.
You must be an Australian Citizen or Permanent Resident of Australia domiciled in
Victoria.
Awards available
o Year 7 to 10 awards valued at $600 each (50 available)
o Year 11 to 12 awards valued between $1,200 - $1,500 (28 available)
When reviewing applications, the following criteria is taken into consideration:
school results/academic progress;
demonstrated financial need or difficulties;
school and community activities;
Applicants will be notified of the outcome before the end of March 2022 and if you are
successful the payment will be made in May 2022.
Family association with Freemasonry is not a criteria for a Scholarship or Award.
Scholarships are awarded at the discretion of Freemasons Foundation Victoria and the value
and number of awards may vary at its discretion.
For queries on the guidelines , deadlines, or questions about the form, contact Neil Cripps (03)
8535 4780 or enquiries@freemasonsfoundation.org or google freemasonsfoundation.org, click
on grants, click on FFV Education.
Or contact John Webster 50838258 for more information.

