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Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds
George is dressed up as Green Sheep
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Principal’s Report
Extension of Remote Learning
The announcement was made yesterday that schools will continue using remote learning until the end of Term three.
All schools and all year levels across the state will be using remote and flexible learning for the next two weeks. There
will be no return to school this term.
We now have clear direction for the remainder of this term. Based on this information the following have been
postponed or cancelled.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kinder transition which was scheduled for Wednesday 8th September.
GAT has been postponed until Tuesday 5th October.
Primary athletics which was scheduled for 10th September.
“Body Kind” which was scheduled for Tuesday 7th September, has been postponed.
Year 10 and 11 work experience week which was scheduled for the week commencing 13 th September
has been cancelled.
Year 7 transition day which was scheduled for Tuesday 14th September, has been postponed.
Practice exams, which were scheduled for during the school holidays, will be delayed until school
returns.

We will, however, hold an end-of-term school assembly by Webex on Tuesday 14th September commencing at 8.55am.
Webex links will be forwarded through Compass.
School Council will meet but the date has been changed to Wednesday 15 th September.
There are many changes and alterations to the program over the next few weeks but at least we have certainty for the
remainder of the term. Hopefully, we will be able to resume face-to-face teaching and learning from day one, Term 4.
Meanwhile, we will continue to provide the instruction via Webex and resources to ensure that learning continues
while students are learning from home. We appreciate the incredible effort and assistance parents, carers and friends
are providing to the children during these difficult times.
Attendance During Remote Learning
It is critical that students continue to attend Webex classes during remote leaning. Most of the time, students log on at
the right time and participate. At times, they forget or they have internet problems or, on rare occasions, they
deliberately miss a lesson. Rexanne, our Wellbeing Officer, will continue ringing home when students don’t log on at
the required times. Please regard this friendly reminder as our way of caring and our way of ensuring that students are
well and participating in online learning. Thanks for your understanding.
NAPLAN Results
The results for the NAPLAN tests held earlier this year have arrived. The hard copies will be mailed out to you
tomorrow. There are many positive results and strong performances portrayed in the results. Please read the
documentation and discuss the information with your child. If you have any concerns about the results, please contact
the school and make arrangements to discuss the results with the appropriate teacher.
Subject Selections for 2022
Thank you to the many, many parents who have joined with their child in our Webex subject selection meetings. Most
of the interviews have been completed, with just a few more to be finalised. The Year 12, 2022, subject selection
sheets are due in today (Thursday 2nd September, and the Year 11 and Year 10, 2022, preferences are due in next
Thursday (9th September).
Father’s Day Stall
With a little ingenuity and forward planning, the Parents’ Club has managed to organise and run a Father’s Day stall.
A mixture of hard work, computer technology, click and collect, Uber and cash management; the stall will be
completed tomorrow, just in time for Father’s Day this Sunday. Well done Parents’ Club and staff on your endeavours
to continue the Father’s Day tradition.

Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Check out Hopetoun
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Year 3 - 6
The Year 3-6 students have had some friends drop in while they have been on
Remote learning. Their little buddies have been helping them with their school
work and with their wellbeing. All of the students have made sure to involve their
buddies in their daily lessons and have been writing journals about their buddy’s
adventures.

Breakfast with Noah

Reading with Alynah

A game of chess with Jazmyn

Seesaw tasks with Charlie

Getting ready to go for a ride with Levi

Helping Kyran to learn time
Building towers with Sophie

Tracy Bound
Classroom Teacher
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Big Breakfast
The Mallee turned on it’s beautiful weather for our annual Big Breakfast earlier this week. A large number of families
gathered at the front of the school to enjoy the flavours of bacon and eggs, toast, cereals and all the trimmings. It was
a very pleasant way to mark the start of a new school year.
The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new staff to the school community. Jess O’Loghlen and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We
also have a few known locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Support).
School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how
students are looking forward to 2021.
Importantly, also, parents took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.
Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast.
For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that we can all grow our brain and that, with effort, we can all
get better at everything we do.
The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on.
The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in joining the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17 th February.
Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.
Student Leaders
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and
Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be
holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented
with their badges.
Rebuild Update
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a
formality and signals the start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you updated when significant steps are taken throughout the year.
Stadium Change Rooms
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor
repair. Tenders have been called for repairs to the roof, replacement of floor coverings and painting throughout. It is
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.
Coming Up
We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’
events which we hold in term 1 each year. These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday
morning (Tuesday 9th), our annual school swimming sports (Thursday 11th February) and the Primary Cluster Swimming Sports (Friday 19th February).
Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10th February) followed by the Parents Club
meeting on Wednesday 17th February.
Fantastic Year
The planning and preparation is in place for all of us to have a wonderful, productive school year. We have a long
agenda in front of us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will continue to be supportive and active in our school community.
Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Book Face

Policy Update
Senior School Policy and Procedures
Now that we are deep into subject selection for 2022, it is timely to draw
your attention to the very detailed requirements which the school and
students need to meet when undertaking senior secondary subjects.
Senior secondary refers to Years 11 and 12 subjects or, in other
terminology, Units 1 to 4 and VCAL/VET. The policy details information
about attendance requirements, absences, timelines, assessment, release of
results, examination procedures and responsibilities. The handbook, which is
available on our website, also provides an overview of each of the VCE subjects
and some information about VCAL, VET and SBAs. All students need to read the
information provided in this booklet before commencing any senior school
subjects.

Parents’ Club Update
•

•
•
•

•
•

Thank you to those who offered to help out with the rubbish clean
up at the Field Days. It was unfortunate that they were cancelled
again.
The 2022 Presentation Ball committee has begun making enquiries
and bookings. Date is set for Saturday March 19th.
If COVID restrictions allows the Patchewollock Music Festival to go
ahead there will be the chance for some easy fundraising.
A Father’s Day stall will run this year for the Primary students.
Parents’ Club and Shane at the Newsagents are organising gifts.
This cannot follow the usual format so keep your eye on See-Saw
for further details. Gifts will be $5 if your child wishes to purchase.
Fundraising -we need to get creative about how we can fundraise
in our current climate. If you have any ideas, please let us know!!
A.G.M. – this has been set down for October 6th, 6.00pm at the
Community Hotel. This will be a meal & meeting depending on
COVID restrictions.

Hopetoun P-12 A.G.M.
Wednesday October 6th
Community Hotel
6.00pm – meal & meeting
Our secretary and treasurer positions are available for anyone who is
interested.
Contact Alison, Donna or Goss if you are keen or would like more info.
They are both easy, non-time consuming jobs and new people bring
fresh ideas.
Please R.S.V.P. to the school office by Friday 17th September if you
would like to attend the meeting.
Or message your reply to 0427816390. Please include your name.
New members & families are more than welcome.

