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Principal’s Report
Planning… Remote Learning 6.1
Last week I wrote “If everything goes to plan…” That proved to be an optimistic statement. Along
came another lockdown and we now find ourselves in the middle of Remote Learning 6.1.
Nevertheless, we continue to plan, continue to deliver as best as we possibly can and continue to
work our way through the myriad of complexities. Thanks, again, for your understanding and
cooperation and for your superb efforts in supporting learning from home.
At this stage, students will be returning to school on Friday 3rd September, unless there is an
announcement to the contrary by the government.
Pick-Up of Learning Packs and Computers

The pick-up system on Monday worked extremely well. Thanks for making the effort to come to
school and pick up the learning materials earlier this week.
Timetables
We are working on the ‘normal’ timetable for term 3 across the secondary section of the school.
This means that students are expected to log in to their subject at the normal timetabled time and
participate where directed by the teacher. This makes it easy for all, as timetables are on Compass
and all should know when to log in. There are, as you might expect, occasions when classes can’t
run, such as Year 7-9 Sport and Years 8-9 STEAM. Not all classes for subjects such as English and
Maths will be teacher directed in Years 7 to 9; the intent is teach for at least three of the five
periods. Other subjects, such as HPE (Health and Physical Education) will be usually a Health lesson
and physical exercise routines are assigned for other sessions in Years 7 to 9.
All subjects are taught in Years 10 to 12 with Wednesday being a screen-free day, meaning no
lessons are conducted by teachers on Wednesdays for Years 10-12 students. The students have
plenty of work to do during these Wednesday screen-free days for Years 10-12. It must be noted
that Wednesday is not a screen-free day for Prep to Year 9.
If you have any queries about timetables, contact the Year Level Coordinators.
Primary classes have developed timetables which enable online teaching, home-based work and
support by education support staff and tutors. Parents have copies of the relevant timetables. If
you are uncertain about times, contact the classroom teacher or primary coordinator, Miss Trudi
Cook.
Subject Selections for 2022
We are now well underway with subject selections for 2022. We have held Webex meetings for
the current Year 9, 10 and 11 students. These students will be meeting with staff over the next few
weeks then submitting their preferences for next year’s subjects. It is an exciting time as students
work their way through the myriad of options available to them as they decide on their pathway
through secondary school into tertiary education, traineeship or employment.
Bridging the Digital Divide
This is on-hold until we return to face-to-face teaching.
Coming Up
The calendar is looking a little thin at the moment, however, we are continuing with Book Week
celebrations tomorrow and Parents Club is determined to hold a Father’s Day stall next week. We
may have to resort to ‘click and collect;’ or perhaps an ‘Uber-type’ delivery system. Time will tell!!
Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Check out Hopetoun
P-12 College
Facebook page

Prep - Year 2
At the completion of the Olympic
Games we did a creative writing piece
to predict what we might be doing in
2023 when the Olympics are in
Brisbane.
The Brisbane Olympics is in 2023. I will be 18. I
hope to be a singer in California with Bella and
we will sing together.
By Jess
The Brisbane Olympics is in 2032. In 11 years, I
will be 17. I will be a scientist. I will work with
dinosaur bones. I will have a pet unicorn and
live with Nan.

The Brisbane Olympics are in 2032. In 11
years I will be 17. I want to be a builder. I
will have my own business. I will live in
Woomelang.
By Braxton
The Brisbane Olympics will be held in 2032.
In 11 years I will be 18. I will work at the
pub and one day I will own my own pub.
By Brianna

The Brisbane Olympics is in 2032. I will be 19
years old. When I finish school, I will be a
youtuber. When I move to California, I will see
my favourite youtuber. Jess and I will sing
together and I will post it on my channel. Jess
and I will live in a house together.

The Brisbane Olympics are in 2032. In 11
years I will be 19 and I want to be a vet. I
think I already have some experience with
my dogs, Miss and Occus. When Occus had
an operation on her leg I had to take good
care of her and when Miss fell off the back
of the ute and cut her neck open, she had
to get stiches. I want to drive a shiny lime
green Tesla. I want to have a pet Chihuahua
that is a reincarnation of my family dog,
Lunchbox. I want to live in Bendigo. I can’t
wait for my near future.

By Bella

By Mia

The Brisbane Olympics will be in 2032. In 11
years I will be 18. I would have finished school.
I will be a BMX rider and I will live in Brisbane.

The Brisbane Olympics is in 2032. In 11
years I would do work with my Dad. I will be
a mechanic too. I will work at the John
Deere garage. I will also work at the pet
store. There will be lots of pets there. I am
going to live in Horsham with my uncle. I
will go to the Olympics for running.

By Pearl

By George
The Brisbane Olympics will be in 2032. In 11
years, I will be 19 and a mechanic with my
Dad. I will go to trade school and VCAL. I want
to go to the Olympics and play Basketball in
the NBA. I want to live in California.

By Layne

By Ned
The Brisbane Olympics are in 2032. In 11 years
I will be 18. I will have to get a job and I will be
in the Olympics doing gymnastics. I will be a
hairdresser and a makeup artist. Sophie and I
will open a Salon. I will live in America, and I
can’t wait!
By Matilda

Amanda Cook
Classroom Teacher

SCIENCE WEEK

Policy Update
Student Wellbeing Policy
Student wellbeing is paramount at all times, none more so than during the remote
learning stage we are currently experiencing. Our student wellbeing policy aims:
To provide an educational environment which recognises, values and builds student
wellbeing.
To support students to be as physically and emotionally healthy as possible.
To develop a whole school approach to well-being and behaviour support using SWPBS
Our school focuses on the School Wide Positive Behaviour approach which recognises and
reward students for displaying the school values. We also recognise student individuality,
differences and diversity. We have a wellbeing team in place, and we continually monitor the
wellbeing and progress of all students. During the remote learning phase, we are continuing to
promote health, wellbeing and positivity through the Buddies Program and through the current
focus on building a growth mindset.

Restrictions on Attendance at School during Remote Learning 6.1
I would like to thank parents for your understanding of the severe restrictions which now apply
on student attendance at school. The rules have become quite inflexible, and we are now
required to be provided with copies of documentation indicating both parents are authorised
workers. The vulnerable student category is now clearly defined for schools and again, only
applies in limited circumstances. Please do not embarrass us by you asking for your child to
attend school when they are not eligible or you do not have documentation to verify eligibility.
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SCIENCE WEEK
Big Breakfast

The Mallee turned on it’s beautiful weather for our annual Big Breakfast earlier this week. A large number of families
gathered at the front of the school to enjoy the flavours of bacon and eggs, toast, cereals and all the trimmings. It was
a very pleasant way to mark the start of a new school year.
The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new staff to the school community. Jess O’Loghlen and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We
also have a few known locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Support).
School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how
students are looking forward to 2021.

Importantly, also, parents took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.
Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast.
For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that we can all grow our brain and that, with effort, we can all
get better at everything we do.
The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on.
The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in joining the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17 th February.
Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.
Student Leaders
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and
Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be
holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented
with their badges.
Rebuild Update
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a
formality and signals the start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you updated when significant steps are taken throughout the year.
Stadium Change Rooms
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor
repair. Tenders have been called for repairs to the roof, replacement of floor coverings and painting throughout. It is
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.
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agenda in front of us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will continue to be supportive and active in our school community.

Eligible students and their parents or guardians should speak to their doctor or pharmacist if they
Mr Graeme Holmes
have questions about the COVID-19 vaccine and their health.
Principal

Year 8 Art – Nature Sculptures
The students looked at the Nature Sculptures created by
the Artist, Andy Goldsworthy, made from leaves, sticks,
bark and pebbles, found in nature for inspiration.
Students were then asked to go outside and walk around
their backyard and nearby areas to look at the
surrounding environment. They gathered items found in
nature that could be used in the construction of a Nature
Sculpture.
These images are some of the Nature Sculptures that
were created.
Leah Papadakis

