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Principal’s Report
Year 10 Snow Camp
We are very fortunate that we have been able to proceed with the Year 10 snow camp. We have managed
to navigate the many difficulties thrown up through the current COVID pandemic and, with a little luck
thrown in, the snow trip is currently underway. Excitement was palpable when the students, accompanied
by Mrs Wright and Mr Sherman, departed early Monday morning and, even though there have been a few
minor mishaps on the ski fields, it has been a wonderful camp so far.
Information Sessions by Webex
We are still under some restrictions due to COVID, hence, we will be conducting information sessions
through Webex over the next few weeks. There will be an information session for parents explaining the
progress and changes being planned through out $10.5m Rebuild program. This is an exciting time for our
school and I will be pleased to share the latest developments with parents over the coming days. The next
information session, a repeat of yesterday’s presentation, is scheduled for 9.30am tomorrow morning.
Subject Selection for 2022;
It is time for students who are currently in Years 9, 10 and 11 to select their courses and subjects for 2022.
Yes, the school year is marching on and 2022 is not far away. There are a range of options open to students,
so it is important that we have information sessions for parents and students so that we can explain the
pathways. The sessions will be held next week. Dates and times are listed below, and Compass invites are
being sent.
Primary Athletics
Schools in the Primary cluster have been impacted by the COVID regulations. Unfortunately,
we are unable to hold our usual Cluster Athletics sports at Rainbow this year. Instead, each
school will hold their own sports. Preparations are underway to hold our primary athletic
sports on Friday 27th August here at Hopetoun P-12 College. Miss Trudi Cook and the Primary
staff are preparing the events and students are currently in training for what we hope is a
pleasant sports day here at Hopetoun P-12 College.
Bridging the Digital Divide
I have mentioned this a few times over a long period and each time we try and move forward we seem to
go into a lockdown, which stops the changes we need to make. However, now that we are back at school
we will continue with the distribution of new computers. The primary classrooms have all been updated
and we have distributed new computers to the Year 8 students. It is anticipated that we will upgrade the
Year 7 and 9 computers this week, followed by upgrades to any school-owned devices in the Year 10-11
area. If everything goes to plan, a letter of offer will be sent to parents next week explaining how they can
choose to have the old computer or donate it back to the school.
Therapy Dogs
Therapy dogs are well known for helping to build a calming and positive school environment.
We are in the process of training two therapy dogs. School Council received a policy at their
meeting earlier this month detailing the roles, responsibilities and care needed to enable
therapy dogs to be a part of our school. The policy was adopted, and we are now in the
process of implementation of the policy. It won’t be long now before we can start having
therapy dogs at school for short periods of time.
Progress Reports
Progress Reports for students in Prep to Year 12 were released on Compass last Friday. If you haven’t
accessed the report yet, I encourage you to do so as soon as possible. Attendance, effort and progress are
three of the key report columns. Students need to be at school, paying attention and putting in
concentrated effort in order to continue their learning.

Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Check out Hopetoun
P-12 College
Facebook page

Principal’s Report

Primary Cluster
Big Breakfast
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Homework Club

The Mallee turned on it’s beautiful weather for our annual Big Breakfast earlier this week. A large number of families
gathered at the front of the school to enjoy the flavours of bacon and eggs, toast, cereals and all the trimmings. It was
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Importantly, also, parents took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions
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Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast.
For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset
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The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on.
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The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in joining the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17 th February.
Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.
Student Leaders
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and
Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be
holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented
with their badges.

Parent Information Sessions
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We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor
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We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’
events which we hold in term 1 each year. These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday
Year 10 (2021) Information
session for parents and
th students for Year 11, 2022 –
morning (Tuesday 9th), our
th annual school swimming sports (Thursday 11 February) and the Primary Cluster Swimth
Wednesday
25 February).
August, 7pm by Webex.
ming
Sports (Friday 19
Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10th February) followed by the Parents Club
meeting
17th February. session for parents and students for Year 10, 2022 –
Yearon9 Wednesday
(2021) Information
Fantastic
Year
Wednesday

25th August commencing at 5pm by Webex.

The planning and preparation is in place for all of us to have a wonderful, productive school year. We have a long
agenda in front of us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will continue to be supportive and active in our school community.
Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal
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Sophie

Benjamin

Marcus

For consistently
displaying the school
values of responsibility
and respect during
school and online
learning. Keep up the
hard work!

For always being open
and honest in every
health class. He is
never afraid to share
his experiences with his
fellow students, which
gives great insight and
perspective into the
topic every week.

For taking great
responsibility for his
learning, especially
during remote classes.
He also sets a good
example for younger
students and upholds
the school values
respect, responsibility,
and teamwork.

Principal Appreciation Day
During our extended Home Group on
Tuesday, the school celebrated
Principal Appreciation Day, which
occurred during lockdown, on Friday
Aug 6th. School Council President,
Natasha Anderson; Nicki Bellinger,
staff member and parent; MacKenzie
Bellinger, secondary student; and
Alynah Glare, primary school captain,
all thanked Graeme Holmes for his
dedication to our school. Each shared
some favourite memories and
examples of improvements he has
implemented.

Weekly Student Awards
Well done to the following students for receiving

Students of the Week

Jessica

Neha

Xander

For consistently
displaying the school
value of respect and
always being kind to
her peers.
Great Attitude!

For consistently taking
responsibility for her
own learning. She
always gives her best
and also notices and
takes opportunities
to help others,
demonstrating
teamwork even when
she doesn’t have to.

For being an
enthusiastic member
of class and always
giving everything his
best effort.
Keep up the
good work!

Policy Update
School Council Duties
School Councils have a series of official functions and powers which
they must undertake. These functions and powers include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Establishing the broad direction and vision of the school.
Participate in the development and monitoring of the School
Strategic Plan.
Approve the annual budget and monitor expenditure.
Raise funds for school purposes.
General oversight of the school’s grounds and buildings.
Reporting annually to the school community.
Developing, reviewing or updating school policies.

There are other related duties and responsibilities, all of which are carried out
effectively by our school council.

Year 3 - 6 Primary Prattle
This week the Year 3-6 students have been learning
all about procedures. The task this week was for
the students to write a procedure about how to
cook a food of their choice.
How to make a sandwich
Lettuce, Tomato, Sauce,
Cheese

4. Cook on one side for five or ten minutes.
5. Flip over onto the other side and cook for another
five to ten minutes.
6. Put the steak on a plate
7. Sprinkle on salt and pepper
8. Now eat
By Kyran

Pepper, Bread
Steps
How to make pudding
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Place the bread on to the table
Put the lettuce on one piece of bread
Place the tomato on top of the lettuce
Put cheese on the tomato
Squeeze on sauce
Sprinkle some pepper on
Put your other piece of bread on top
Cut in half
Eat it.

By Charlie

Ingredients/Needs
One egg
One box of pudding mix
Two tablespoons of butter
2 tablespoons of Cold
water

15-20cm Oven Proof Mixing Bowl
A Spoon

How to cook Kelp in Minecraft

Steps

Needs

STEP 1. Mix Egg and Pudding Mix

Boat, Furnace, Coal, Kelp

STEP 2. Add Water and Mix

Steps

STEP 3. Add 2 Tablespoons of Butter

1. Put coal in furnace.
2. Get kelp from the ocean.
3. Put kelp in furnace.
4. Wait for kelp to cook.
5. Take kelp out of the furnace.
6. Enjoy.

STEP 4. Cook It 35-40 Minutes in The Oven

By Noah

STEP 5. Eat It.
By Eden

How to cook butter on toast
1. Bread

How to make steak

2. Toaster
3. Knife

Ingredients/needs
Salt and pepper
Steak, Oil, Plate, Utensils, Pan
Steps
1. Turn on stove.
2. Pour the oil in the pan.
3. Put the steak in a pan.

4. Plate
Steps
Step1. Put bread in toaster
Step 2. Push the lever

Step 3. Get bread and
spread butter on it
Step 4. Now eat it
By Hunter

Year 9 PE Class
On Monday, the Year 9 PE class spent the afternoon teaching the primary kids how to do three
of their athletic events; the high jump, the triple jump and the long jump.

Year 10 Snow Camp
On Monday, the Year 10 group set off for the
Bogong Outdoor Camp. With the current Covid
situation, there were many days of uncertainty
about whether the camp would be allowed to go
ahead. They boarded the bus early Monday with
much excitement. At camp, they went cross
country skiing and covered 7kms of terrain, what
an effort! The next day, they were to tackle the
slopes. Hopefully, they will be able to stay
upright. From all accounts, they are enjoying
their camp but will return quite tired!

