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Principal’s Report
Surprise Return
It was certainly a surprise on Monday evening when we were informed we could return to face-to-face
teaching and learning the next day. After our set-up for remote on Friday, then one day of remote for Years
Prep to 9, we quickly transitioned to school-based teaching. It has certainly been a rapid pivot.
Thank you to parents, carers and families for your additional support during the flip to remote and back. As
usual, you have supported the school and our students extremely well throughout this short period. Your
understanding is acknowledged, as is your work at home in supervising, assisting and ensuring your child
participated in the brief remote learning day(s).
Congratulations to the Year 10 to 12 students on their magnificent transition into and out of remote
learning. You were seamless in your transitions and have ensured that your learning has continued to
progress without a hiccup. Well done!

Progress Reports
As you are probably aware, we provide a report to you every five weeks. The reports vary from Progress
Reports to Interim Reports to half- and full-year reports. Now, mid-way through Term 3, we will be
providing you with Progress Reports. These brief, mid-term summations, provide an overview of attendance
for the year, current attitude, amount of effort and, importantly, progress being made. The reports will be
released to you on Compass at noon tomorrow. If you require a hard copy, please contact the school office.

Camps and Excursions
Camps and excursions can continue in regional areas, provided specific restrictions and actions are adhered
to. At this stage, The Year 10 camp to the snow will be held next week, provided there are no last-minute
changes to regulations. Unfortunately, however, we have had to cancel the Year 11 Melbourne camp which
was scheduled for the week commencing Monday 30th August. We will try and schedule a revised Year 11
camp in term 4 based on regional experiences.

School Council
School Council held their monthly meeting via Webex last night. A feature of the meeting was an update
by Francesca (One-2-One Architects) on the progress being made on our Rebuild program. The images of
the likely external features of the building are looking promising and the internal layout is close to being
finalised.

Rebuild: Information for Parents
It was agreed at School Council last night that we will offer Webex information sessions for parents. I will
host short information sessions where I will show images of the proposed Rebuild. The sessions will be for
about 15-20 minutes and there will be time for questions and answers. There will be at least three sessions
repeated and spread over different days and times so that everyone can access the information at a time
that suits. Details of the information sessions, including times and log-in details will be posted on Compass
shortly.

And a reminder …
We are still working under a range of restrictions due to the COVID regulations. Masks must be worn,
and the usual hygiene requirements continue. QR coding is required for entry to the school building.
Unfortunately, it is very difficult to forward plan due to the uncertainty. Thank you for being understanding
during these uncertain times.

Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Check out Hopetoun
P-12 College
Facebook page
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The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcomebetween
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community.
O’LoghReserve
len and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We
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for supervised homework/

also have a few known locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Supstudy sessions.
port).
School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how
students are looking forward to 2021.

Primary and Secondary students

Importantly, also, parents took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions
welcome.
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.
Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast.
For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset
fruitoursnacks
be effort,
available!
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that weFresh
can all grow
brain and will
that, with
we can all
get better at everything we do.
The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on.

If able to help, please
contact Trudi at the college.

The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in joining the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17 th February.
Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.
Student Leaders
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and
Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be
holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented
with their badges.

Current COVID Restrictions for Regional Victoria.
Rebuild Update

Some
of the restrictions and allowable activities in Regional Victoria include:
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a
•formality
Noand
visitors
on-site.
signals the
start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you updated when significant steps are taken throughout the year.
•
Contractors, deliveries and people for essential services are permitted onsite.
Stadium Change Rooms
•
Masks must be worn as per the current regulations for Victoria.
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor
•repair.No
school
Tenders
have tours.
been called for repairs to the roof, replacement of floor coverings and painting throughout. It is
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.
•
Excursions can continue in Regional Victoria.
Coming Up
•
Incursions (e.g. visiting performers) are not recommended.
We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’
•eventsNo
school
which
we holdphotos
in term 1 each year. These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday
th
th
morning
(Tuesday
9
),
our
annual school
swimming
sports
(Thursday
•
No transition
kinder
to prep
or Year
6 to
7. 11 February) and the Primary Cluster Swimth
ming Sports (Friday 19 February).
•
All sport is permitted in Regional Victoria.
Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10th February) followed by the Parents Club
•
Interschool activities are permitted.
meeting on Wednesday 17th February.
•
Interschool sport is permitted provided restrictions are observed.
Fantastic Year
•
Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) and work experience can continue.
The planning and preparation is in place for all of us to have a wonderful, productive school year. We have a long
•agendaVET
in front
canofcontinue.
us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will continue to be supportive and active in our school community.
•
Camps can continue in Regional areas provided restrictions are adhered to.
Mr Graeme Holmes
•
Playgrounds are open and drinking fountains can be used.
Principal

Prep-2 Primary Prattle
For this activity, students were required to pick an athlete and
research them. They then had to use their research to write an
Information Report about the athlete.
Emily Abbot
Emily is twenty-four and lives in Brisbane. She is a gymnast.
She has competed is the world cup. She started rhythmic
gymnastics when she was 10 years old. She decided she
wanted to learn to do flips and that it was fun. This is the
reason she started rhythmic gymnastics. Her goal is to
compete in this year’s Olympics in Tokyo. I like Emily
because when she competes, she puts music on.
By Matilda

Mitch Larkin
Mitch Larkin was born on the 9th of July 1993. In Buderim in
Qld. He is a swimmer in the Olympics. He started swimming
between 60 to 70 kilometres a week and does yoga during
training.
By Braxton

Marc Leishman
Marc is an Australian. He is from Warrnambool. He started
playing at Warrnambool Golf Club. He was the first
Australian to win the PGA tour rookie of the year.
By Nathaniel

Alice
Alice was born on the 13th of January 1993. She is an
Australian archer in the Olympics. She started archery at
the age of 9. Alice was in the 2016 Olympics. Her goal is
to win a gold medal, at this Olympics in Tokyo. Alice is
ranked 25th in the team event and 33rd in the women’s
individual event.
By Jess

Cate Campbell
Cate Campbell was born in Blantyre, Malawi, Africa and moved to Australia in 2001. Her mother,
a former artistic swimmer, taught her how to swim. Her best memory of learning to swim is being
in a lake with hippopotamuses around her. Her hobbies are hiking and listening to music.
She attended the 2008 Beijing Olympics at age 16 and then
2012 London at age 20, 2016 Rio at age 24 and then 2020
Tokyo. She competed in the 2016 Olympics with a hernia
injury.
At the 2020 Tokyo Olympics she won 2 gold and 1 bronze
medals. She won gold in the women’s 4X100m freestyle
relay and 4X100m medley relay and the bronze in the 100m
freestyle. Cate was lucky enough to carry the flag.
By Mia

Emma McKeon
She was born in May 1994. She is a good swimmer in
Australia. Her hero is Libby Trickett. The reason she started
swimming was because her parents were swimmers. At this
year’s Olympics, she has won 4 gold medals and 3 bronze
medals, making it 7 medals in total.
By Bella

James Willett
James Willett is an Australian Olympic shooter. James
Willett lives in Mulwala, NSW. He’s 25 years old. He
competed in 4 world championships. He began competitive
shooting at age 14. James’s hero is Australian shooters
Michael Diamond and Russell Mark. I chose James because
I was interested in the shooting in the Olympics.
By Layne

Amanda Cook
Classroom teacher

Try VET Day
Last Thursday, the Year 9 class participated in Try VET day. The students looked
at subjects such as Early Childhood, Horticulture, Health Services, Agriculture,
Building and Construction, Hospitality, Screen and Media, and Furniture Making.

After the students watched a presentation
from Longerenong College, they looked at
videos and websites to help them gain an
understanding of what skills they would
learn and what jobs they would be
qualified for at the end of the course.
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Policy Update
School Council Role and Responsibilities
We have a highly active and proactive School Council here at Hopetoun P-12
College. Some of the work and actions of Council are highly visible whereas
many other responsibilities are completed quietly and efficiently and far less
observable.
The Council operates on a sub-committee structure. The Policy Committee
works through developing and reviewing the over 70 policies which underpin the work of
the College. The Grounds and Buildings Committee oversees maintenance and repairs along
with improvements to our grounds and buildings. The Finance Committee has the overall
responsibility of developing budgets, monitoring expenditure and ensuring all of the financial
accountability requirements are in place. We also have a Canteen Committee which oversees
the day-to-day management of the canteen.
All committees report directly to Council, where the final decisions are made based on
recommendations and discussions.

