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August 
 

Thursday 5th 
Try VET Day 

 
Monday  9th  

Pupil Free Day 
 

Thursday 12th 
GAT 

 
Monday 16-Friday 20 
Year 10 Snow Camp 

 
Tuesday 24th 
School Photos 

 
Friday 27th                      

Primary Athletics          
at Rainbow 

 
Monday 30-Friday 3 

Year 11 Camp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Hopetoun P-12 College 

Phone 5083 3203        Fax 5083 3016                Email: hopetoun.p12@education.vic.gov.au 

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School 

 

The Prep-2 Room has been abuzz with news from the Potato     
Olympics which are now taking place. Today, we recognised the 

winners of the downhill race. Congratulations! 



 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report 

Return to School 
There were many excited students yesterday when all returned to school for face-to-face 
teaching after a few days of learning from home. Most students worked very well during 
Remote Learning 5.0, however, many prefer the company and excitement of school.  
I sincerely thank parents, carers, relatives and friends who assisted our students in their 
learning during the lockdown. Leaning is exciting, challenging, sometimes frustrating, 
sometimes relatively easy. Assisting student learning is also exciting and challenging, yet, in 
the home context, adds a layer of complexity for many of you. Parents, carers and others 
who assist, all have many responsibilities such as work, home duties, community roles and 
the like; so to assist child learning on top and parallel to their own duties is an arduous 
task. Thank you all for your wonderful help during the lockdown. 
 

The Next Two Weeks … and beyond …  
As notified by the government, we are still encumbered with a raft of rules and procedures 
which we must follow, at least for the next two weeks. The main requirement for             
secondary students is to wear face masks inside and out, except during physical exercise or 
when asked by teachers to remove them for specific purposes.  
More directly, we have postponed or cancelled additional activities for the next two weeks. 
At this stage the GAT, scheduled for Thursday 12th August, will go ahead. We are currently 
assessing the impact and likely effect on the pupil free day, camps, transition, subject      
information sessions and a range of our normal Term 3 plans. You will be notified, as soon 
as possible, of alterations to the calendar when, and if, we need to adjust to the ever-   
changing circumstances. 
 

Stadium Change Rooms 
The upgrade to the Stadium change rooms continues to progress. We had a ‘sneak peek’ 
the other day and are happy with the way the work is progressing. Hopefully, another cou-
ple of weeks will finish the project. 
 

Rebuild Program 
Nothing is happening … well, nothing is happening that anyone can see on the surface, yet, 
a huge amount is taking place behind the scenes. The original plans, which started way 
back in November last year, have gone through many revisions and improvements to the 
point now where the overall layout has been approved. We are now moving on to           
developing and discussing the finer points of the internal fittings. Yes, we are now looking 
at the types, sizes and specifications of items such as the stoves for food technology, 
fittings in the science room and equipment for the canteen. Input is taking place at various 
levels and stages through the staff, school council and students. It is hoped that we may be 
able to have an open session for parents to view the plans, when current restrictions on   
visits to school ease.   
 

 
Mr Graeme Holmes                                              

Principal 

 

Check out Hopetoun  
P-12 College  

Facebook page 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjOrePU7vnPAhVGFJQKHaE1AGEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ft1.gstatic.com%2Fimages%3Fq%3Dtbn%3AANd9GcTUHFAdTFQF_-vEhZgtGE7EtXWbvXMPWbIWTY-f0uwg4jXep6Is&psig=AFQjCNF1paGo


 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
 

Big Breakfast 

The Mallee turned on it’s beautiful weather for our annual Big Breakfast earlier this week. A large number of families 
gathered at the front of the school to enjoy the flavours of bacon and eggs, toast, cereals and all the trimmings. It was 
a very pleasant way to mark the start of a new school year.  

The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new staff to the school community. Jess O’Logh-
len and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We 
also have a few known locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Sup-
port).  

School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how 
students are looking forward to 2021.  

Importantly, also, parents took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions 
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.  

Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast. 

For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset 
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that we can all grow our brain and that, with effort, we can all 
get better at everything we do.  

The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an 
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on. 

The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in join-
ing the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17th Feb-
ruary.   

Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.   

Student Leaders 
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and 

Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be 

holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented 

with their badges.   

Rebuild Update 
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a 
formality and signals the start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you up-
dated when significant steps are taken throughout the year. 

Stadium Change Rooms 
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor 
repair. Tenders have been called for repairs to the roof, replacement of floor coverings and painting throughout. It is 
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.   

Coming Up 
We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’ 

events which we hold in term 1 each year.  These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday 

morning (Tuesday 9th), our annual school swimming sports (Thursday 11th February) and the Primary Cluster Swim-

ming Sports (Friday 19th February). 

Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10th February) followed by the Parents Club 
meeting on Wednesday 17th February.  

Fantastic Year 

The planning and preparation is in place for all of us to have a wonderful, productive school year. We have a long 

agenda in front of us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will contin-

ue to be supportive and active in our school community.  

Mr Graeme Holmes 

Principal 

 

 

  
Policy Update  
Return-to-School  

We have just returned from our latest stint of remote teaching and learning, 
called RL5.0. The ‘5’ refers to the fifth time we have been involved in this 
form of teaching and learning. We return to a suite of rules and restrictions 
which are provided by the Department of Education and are consistent with 
the directives of the government. In this instance, policy is developed at the        
government level and then distributed to schools and various education     

providers by the Department of Education and Training. We are, naturally, obliged to follow these 
policy guidelines.  

On other occasions, policy can be developed at the school level, usually within a framework 
offered by the Department and often structured around various rules, procedures and legal             
requirements. So, while we have some flexibility at the school level in some areas to develop our 
own policies, in other instances, policy is mandated. 

We have a well-structured system of policy development and review. The Policy Committee, a   
sub-committee of School Council, meets monthly and works on policy development and review. 
Policies are referred to Council for approval. Policies are reviewed on a three-year cyclic basis to 
ensure they are current. On other occasions, if information changes, a policy can be updated at 
short notice through School Council approval.  

 

 

BOOKS 
FREE TO A GOOD HOME 

The library is in the process of downsizing and there 

are many secondary and junior fiction books looking 

for a new home.  

Feel free to come and browse to see if there any you 

would like to take home. 

Please do not return to the school. 

 



 

 

 

Year 3-6 Primary Prattle                        

Potato Olympics 
Students from the Prep-2 class are participating in the Potato Olympics. Students 
have created an athlete. Over the next 2 weeks, we will be using our athletes to    
participate in various “Olympic” events. Our Opening Ceremony was held on      
Tuesday morning. We would like to introduce our athletes to you all; here are the 
Athlete Profiles. 

          Nathaniel                                    George                                          Layne     

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                Ned    Bella        Braxton 

 



 

 

 

              

   Matilda     Mia   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      Pearl      Brianna 

 

 
 

Amanda Cook              
Classroom Teacher 

Athlete Name: Windsly 

Sport: Running 

Athlete Name: Fuzz  

Sport: Swimming                                                                                             



 

 

 

 

COVID Procedures  
Some of the specific procedures which apply in schools for at least the next two weeks include; 
• Visitors are not permitted onsite. 

• Essential visitors must wear face masks. 

• QR codes must be used upon entry by all except for staff and students. 

• Hand hygiene must be used. 

• No transition programs or incursions. 

• Excursions can go ahead under strict guidelines. 

• Camps can proceed, but rigid guidelines must be observed. 

• Assemblies are not to be held. 

• Face-to-face professional development is banned. 

• MARC van can continue to visit schools.  

• VET can continue. 

• Work experience can continue providing guidelines are followed. 

There are other procedures which also need to be followed. Further changes will take place over 
the next few weeks and as the term unfolds.  
 

Face masks in schools 

As directed by the Victorian Chief Health Officer, from 11.59pm Thursday 15 July: 

• School staff and secondary school students aged 12 or older must always wear a face mask at 
school, including when attending an Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) program, unless a lawful 
exception applies.                                                                                                                                            

• Children under 12 years of age and students at primary school are not required to wear face masks 
when at school, or when attending an OHSC program. 

• For communication purposes, teachers and education support staff are not required to wear face 
masks while teaching, but those who wish to do so, can. It is recommended that face masks be 
worn while teaching wherever practicable. 

•  Face masks are mandatory for all school staff and school students aged 12 or older when travelling 
to and from school on public transport and when in taxis or ride share vehicles. 

A face mask must cover the nose and mouth. Face shields, scarves or bandanas do not meet 

these requirements. 

Face masks at external premises 

Staff and students attending camps and excursions will be required to meet any face mask        
requirements of an external provider/venue, including transport providers, unless a lawful       
exception applies. 
 
Note: 
Secondary students must wear face masks while travelling on school buses. 
Note: 
The school only provides face masks in emergency cases. It is the student’s      
responsibility to ensure they provide their own face mask.  
 

 



 

 

             

 Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications extended 

 
Applications for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) close on Friday 13 August. 
The Department extended this deadline in Term 2, to support schools during COVID-19. 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting 
activities. 
 
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card 
or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consid-
eration category for asylum seeker and refugee families. 
 
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students and $225 for eligible secondary school 
students. Payments are made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and 
sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 
 
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year, 
unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 5083 3203 and ask for an application 
form.  
 
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the Department of Educa-
tion and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page. 
 
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as soon as 
possible. 
 

   Potato Olympics 2021 Weightlifting Competition 

https://edugate.eduweb.vic.gov.au/sites/i/Pages/production.aspx#/app/news/detail/5034/
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx#link22


 

 


