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Phone 5083 3203        Fax 5083 3016                Email: hopetoun.p12@education.vic.gov.au 

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School 

Just before lockdown commenced, the primary kids discovered that 
the VCAL chooks have begun laying eggs. Mia and Breanna show 

off the treasure. 



 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report 

I hope that everyone is faring well during these unusual times. This is our fifth time of 
working remotely. Our procedures are improving, and many are now fairly attuned to the 
strengths and issues underpinning working from home. Yes, it is difficult under Remote 
Learning (RL5.0). It is difficult to maintain schedules, to log on and off at the right times, to 
keep up with the work and to manage the different distractions. Remote Learning enables 
students to continue to develop the values of responsibility and respect as well as            
self-regulation, motivation and effort. I suspect, also, that there needs to be considerable 
teamwork amongst family members to enable remote learning to take place while there 
are many other family matters, including work and day-to-day matters, taking place. 
 

I acknowledge the work of parents and carers during RL5.0. You are all doing a marvellous 
job, helping where needed, as well as clearing space and time to assist in so many ways.  
 

Remote Learning 5.0 Update 
We know that RL5.0 (the current lockdown) will continue through until the end of next 
Tuesday (27th July). We are anticipating that students will be returning to school on 
Wednesday 28th July, however,  we are also planning for any extension of time of working 
from home that may occur after that date. Hopefully it will be face-to-face from       
Wednesday 28th July. 
 

Sound System on P-6 Computers 
Unfortunately, the sound system on the new computers distributed to the Prep to Year 6 
students is inadequate for working remotely. If you can bring the computer to school Chloe 
will fix the system in less than 10 minutes. 
 

Some Dates and Changes 
• No assembly next Tuesday morning (27th July) 

• Most events which were scheduled for this week and next have been either cancelled 

or postponed. 

• At this stage, the GAT is still scheduled for Thursday 29th July. 

• The Bridging the Digital Divide program, which I mentioned last week, is on hold until 

students return to school.  

 

Communication via Compass 
Our online Compass portal is our major form of communication with students and parents. 
Please check this regularly for any major changes. Occasionally, Facebook will be used for 
immediate updates. If you have difficulty with accessing Compass, ring Sandra (50833203) 
and she will assist you with passwords.  
Teachers use Compass, email, and a range of other computer tools to communicate with 
students and to provide work as well as collect completed work.  
 
 
Mr Graeme Holmes                                              

Principal 

 

Check out Hopetoun  
P-12 College  

Facebook page 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjOrePU7vnPAhVGFJQKHaE1AGEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ft1.gstatic.com%2Fimages%3Fq%3Dtbn%3AANd9GcTUHFAdTFQF_-vEhZgtGE7EtXWbvXMPWbIWTY-f0uwg4jXep6Is&psig=AFQjCNF1paGo


 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
 

Big Breakfast 

The Mallee turned on it’s beautiful weather for our annual Big Breakfast earlier this week. A large number of families 
gathered at the front of the school to enjoy the flavours of bacon and eggs, toast, cereals and all the trimmings. It was 
a very pleasant way to mark the start of a new school year.  

The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new staff to the school community. Jess O’Logh-
len and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We 
also have a few known locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Sup-
port).  

School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how 
students are looking forward to 2021.  

Importantly, also, parents took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions 
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.  

Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast. 

For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset 
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that we can all grow our brain and that, with effort, we can all 
get better at everything we do.  

The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an 
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on. 

The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in join-
ing the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17th Feb-
ruary.   

Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.   

Student Leaders 
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and 

Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be 

holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented 

with their badges.   

Rebuild Update 
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a 
formality and signals the start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you up-
dated when significant steps are taken throughout the year. 

Stadium Change Rooms 
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor 
repair. Tenders have been called for repairs to the roof, replacement of floor coverings and painting throughout. It is 
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.   

Coming Up 
We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’ 

events which we hold in term 1 each year.  These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday 

morning (Tuesday 9th), our annual school swimming sports (Thursday 11th February) and the Primary Cluster Swim-

ming Sports (Friday 19th February). 

Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10th February) followed by the Parents Club 
meeting on Wednesday 17th February.  

Fantastic Year 

The planning and preparation is in place for all of us to have a wonderful, productive school year. We have a long 

agenda in front of us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will contin-

ue to be supportive and active in our school community.  

Mr Graeme Holmes 

Principal 

 

 

                                                                                         

Big Science Competition 
 
 

 

 

Lana was presented   

with her certificate at 

last week’s assembly. 

Well done, Lana! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In late May during Term 2, students in Years 7 to 10 had the opportunity to           

participate in the annual Big Science Competition. Run by Australian Science           

Innovations, the BSC aims to test science knowledge, critical thinking, and            

problem-solving skills.  

Participation at Years 9 and 10 was voluntary and I would like to thank Katelyn and 

Tahlia for stepping up and having a go. They both received Participation Certificates. 

All students in Years 7 and 8 took part, with most receiving Participation Certificates. 

Lana is to be congratulated on placing in the top 20% of Australian students and   

being awarded a Distinction for her efforts.  

Dr Robinson 

 

 



 

 

 

Year 3-6 Primary Prattle 
Welcome back to Term 3. There are many things that the students are looking forward to this 
term. Firstly, our Year 6 students have begun their transition into high school with Tuesday    
afternoon Sport with the Year 7-9 students. The Preps to Year 4 students are looking forward to 
basketball after school on Mondays. Then in week 7, all the Primary students cannot wait to dress 
up for Book week, so start thinking about your costume. The theme this year is Old World, New 
World and Other Worlds.  

Last week, the students in Year 3-6 participated in STEAM during their Art class. They were given 
a box of materials that they could use, they drew a design of a water slide and then had to test to 
see if it would work. All students were successful in their efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Mathematics last week, we looked at perimeter and how we use it in our world. We used 

blocks to make shapes, we measured objects, answered questions on Mathletics and played a 

dice game. Hunter was quite impressed with the idea that his dad would use mathematics when 

he is fencing. Also, this term we are studying the history of Hopetoun. Jazmyn had a lot of 

knowledge about our town that she shared with her peers. It’s great to see students having a 

positive outlook to their learning. Remember to read and record your nightly reading; I want to 

see everyone getting up at assembly for an award. 

          Tracy Bound   
           Classroom Teacher 



 

 

 

 
Policy Update  
Visitors Policy 

An unfortunate side-effect of the current COVID-19 lockdown and Remote    
Learning 5.0 is that visitors are strongly discouraged from entering school sites. 
Under more ‘normal’ conditions, the following policy applies. 

Hopetoun P-12 College strives to create an open and inclusive school community 
and encourages parents and carers to be actively involved in their child’s           

development and education. We also strive to foster strong partnerships with local    
community services, schools and other organisations.  

Hopetoun P-12 College is not a public place. The principal has the authority to permit or 
deny entry to school grounds and encourages all visitors to familiarise themselves with 
our school’s Statement of Values, Child Safe Policy, Statement of Commitment to Child 
Safety, Child Safe Code of Conduct. 

Under current conditions, access to the school site is limited. All visitors, including parents, must 
use the QR code when entering as well as record your name and address on the sign-in sheet. 
Hand hygiene, face masks and social distancing are required procedures when entering the 
building.  

At times, parents will be requested to enter the school grounds to pick-up additional materials 
and equipment for remote learning. Sign-in procedures still apply under these circumstances.   

 

 

 

 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications extended 
Applications for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) close on Friday 13 August. 
The Department extended this deadline in Term 2, to support schools during COVID-19. 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school  
trips, camps and sporting activities. 
 
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card,        
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, 
you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and       
refugee families. 
 
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students and $225 for eligible 
secondary school students. Payments are made direct to the school to use towards expenses 
relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 
 
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an             
application form this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 5083 3203 and 
ask for an application form.  
 
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the 
Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page. 
 
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the 
school office as soon as possible. 

https://edugate.eduweb.vic.gov.au/sites/i/Pages/production.aspx#/app/news/detail/5034/
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx#link22


 

 


