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Monday 19th 
Parent’s Club 7:30 

 
Thursday 29th 

GAT 
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Thursday 5th 
Try VET Day 

 
Monday  9th  

Pupil Free Day 
 

Monday 16-Friday 20 
Year 10 Snow Camp 

 
Tuesday 24th 
School Photos 

 
Friday 27th                      

Primary Athletics          
at Rainbow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hopetoun P-12 College 

Phone 5083 3203        Fax 5083 3016                Email: hopetoun.p12@education.vic.gov.au 

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School 

 

On Tuesday at assembly, students from the 3-6 classroom were giv-
en certificates for completing the Drumbeat program in Term 2. 

Drumbeat was aimed at building resilience in students. 



 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report 

Welcome back! I hope everyone had a restful and pleasant school holiday period. Reports from 
students indicate that most stayed relatively close to home and, pleasingly, senior students       
combined some rest and recuperation with homework and study. Following a quiet start to     
Term 3, we are all looking forward to a positive and productive learning term.   
 

Rules are Changing 
As I write this newsletter, the requirements around protective measures against COVID-19           
continue to change. Face masks are mandated again in secondary schools (including the secondary 
component of P-12s) and there is a likelihood of closures and the re-introduction of remote             
learning. We are preparing for the possibility of future changes and will endeavour to keep you 
informed as the revised rules emerge. We need to be prepared for remote learning just in case 
there is any rapid change needed to contain the virus. A positive mindset is needed by all of us as 
we toggle between different expectations and requirements.  
 

Rebuild 
Some important changes took place to the Rebuild program during the school             
holidays. It has been revealed that the fire hydrant system is inadequate and that we 
need two large water tanks installed with a pumping system to supplement fire-fighting         
equipment. It has also been noted that the costs involved in building and construction         

continue to rise significantly which puts pressure on cost-estimates for our Rebuild program. We 
held a special school council meeting over the holidays to consider some of the proposed changes 
and cost pressures. 
We have now completed the Schematic Design phase of our Rebuild. Design Development has now 
commenced and will take most of Term 3 to complete.  
The current strategy is to do all of the Rebuild program at once. By that, we mean that the main 
building will be renovated and the new build will take place at the same time. All students will be 
‘decanted’ into portable classrooms which will probably be set up on the old tennis courts behind 
the TTC. Doing all the Rebuild at once will reduce the length of time for the project.    
 

Therapy Dogs 
We are keen to commence having therapy dogs on-site to assist with the development of a calm, 
friendly and supportive school environment. Many students are already keen to have this program 
underway. The policy and procedures are currently being developed to ensure the wellbeing and 
safety of all. We are in the process of training two therapy dogs – Doug and Billie. Both dogs have 
‘passed’ the first stage of their training and will soon be able to start short school visits.  
 

Bridging the Digital Divide 
We have purchased new computers for students through the Bridging the Digital Divide (BDD)   
Program which is funded by the Department. New computers have been distributed to some     
classes and will be allocated to all students who don’t have their own computers shortly. Next 
week, all students who attended Hopetoun P-12 College in 2020 will receive a letter offering them 
their old computer, free of charge, as part of the BDD program. If parents choose not to have the 
old computer, it will be kept by the school for back-up computers and for alternative programs.  
 

 

 
Mr Graeme Holmes                                              

Principal 

 

Check out Hopetoun  
P-12 College  

Facebook page 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjOrePU7vnPAhVGFJQKHaE1AGEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ft1.gstatic.com%2Fimages%3Fq%3Dtbn%3AANd9GcTUHFAdTFQF_-vEhZgtGE7EtXWbvXMPWbIWTY-f0uwg4jXep6Is&psig=AFQjCNF1paGo


 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
 

Big Breakfast 

The Mallee turned on it’s beautiful weather for our annual Big Breakfast earlier this week. A large number of families 
gathered at the front of the school to enjoy the flavours of bacon and eggs, toast, cereals and all the trimmings. It was 
a very pleasant way to mark the start of a new school year.  

The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new staff to the school community. Jess O’Logh-
len and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We 
also have a few known locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Sup-
port).  

School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how 
students are looking forward to 2021.  

Importantly, also, parents took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions 
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.  

Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast. 

For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset 
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that we can all grow our brain and that, with effort, we can all 
get better at everything we do.  

The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an 
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on. 

The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in join-
ing the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17th Feb-
ruary.   

Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.   

Student Leaders 
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and 

Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be 

holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented 

with their badges.   

Rebuild Update 
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a 
formality and signals the start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you up-
dated when significant steps are taken throughout the year. 

Stadium Change Rooms 
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor 
repair. Tenders have been called for repairs to the roof, replacement of floor coverings and painting throughout. It is 
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.   

Coming Up 
We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’ 

events which we hold in term 1 each year.  These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday 

morning (Tuesday 9th), our annual school swimming sports (Thursday 11th February) and the Primary Cluster Swim-

ming Sports (Friday 19th February). 

Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10th February) followed by the Parents Club 
meeting on Wednesday 17th February.  

Fantastic Year 

The planning and preparation is in place for all of us to have a wonderful, productive school year. We have a long 

agenda in front of us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will contin-

ue to be supportive and active in our school community.  

Mr Graeme Holmes 

Principal 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents’ Club News 
 
We have been fortunate enough once again to be given the opportunity to         
fundraise for our students at the upcoming Speed Mallee Machinery Field Day. 
Listed  below are those who have been contacted to assist. If you are not listed     
below, please be assured that you will be contacted for future fundraisers. Thank 
you for your support. 
Parents’ Club Committee 

 

Primary Cluster Athletics Day 

Friday 27th of August 

@ Rainbow Recreation Reserve  

 

Parent         
Helpers       
Needed! 

 

If able to help, please contact   
Trudi at the college.  

 

 

Coming Soon  

Junior  

Basketball  

Program 
Ages Prep to Grade 4 

Mondays 3:20-4pm                  
@ the stadium 

Beginning Week 3, July 26th for 5 
weeks. More details to come 

Friday Sunday 

9.00am – 11.00am 9.30am – 11.30am 

Jason Allan Danny & Ben McGee 

Tom White Adrian, Bonnie & Lana Horman 

Ross Brown Claire & Sean Kelly 

Shane Michael Sarah Castleman 

Shane Hakopa Tony McLean & Harry McLean 

Travis Horman Jamie & Tristan Glare 

  Tegan Jones 

  Jamie O’Reilly 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Student Awards 

Well done to the following students for receiving  

Students of the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Policy Update 
Student Health Policies 
It is timely to check school policies relating to the health care of students.  We have a few   
policies which are relevant now: 
• Medication Administration Policy (2020) which provides guidelines on the procedures 

for administering medication at school. In essence, there are very strict guidelines if 

staff are required to administer medication and there are few occasions where          

medication can be administered. Full details of the medication must be provided by  

parents/health professional and a log must be kept at school. 

• Asthma Policy (2019) 

• First Aid Policy (2018) 

• Anaphylaxis Policy (2019) 

These policies are available on our website. 
 

QR Codes 
Parents, visitors and delivery drivers are now required to use the QR code system when 
entering school buildings. This is now stipulated by the Department and applies to any 
parent, carer, visitor or anyone else entering the school site, regardless of the length of 
time in the building. Staff and students are not required to use the QR code as they are 
registered through attendance rolls.  

When visiting, please use the QR code system when you enter the building. 
 

 

Katelyn 

For actively engaging   
with her learning, seeking     

assistance to improve   
her work and applying 
that feedback to revise 

her assignments.                 

Great work! 

Alynah 

For having a growth 
mindset about her classes 

and for supporting her 
younger peers with their 

learning and being a 
great role model by      

displaying school values 
at all times. 

Sophie 

For being organised      
and prepared for class, 
for keeping up-to-date 

with her work and           
demonstrating school   

values on a regular basis.  

 Great effort! 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUDDIES 
Buddies is a program that fosters the P-12 culture of our college. It promotes the opportunity 
for the younger and older students to build relationships and trust one another. Buddies     
sessions encourages students to work together in age-mixed groups to solve problems,      
participate in games and support each other’s learning. 



 

 

 

Year P-2 Primary Prattle 
            

In Mathematics, we have been learning about Place Value. We played a range of different games to      

help us develop our understanding of numbers. These games can be played with very little equipment, 

therefore they would be easy to replicate at home. 

 

5 Moves to 100 

Equipment- Dice, paper, pencil 

Aim: Students have exactly five moves to reach the goal number (100) 
starting at 0. You may exceed 100. The player that is closest to 100 at the 
completion of the five moves is the winner. 

Draw up a game board as picture. 

Roll the dice. 

Students place number in own table as a ten or one.  
Students calculate their running total as they go.  
At move 4 ask: “What do you need? Why? Is it possible for you to get 100, if not how close can you get?”  

 

Mastermind  

Equipment- Paper, pencil 

Write 3 digit number on a piece of paper (don’t show anyone). Students have 5 guess to work out the    
correct number. Then use symbols to give the student clues. For example, the child guesses 356. You 
would respond with 3x 5* 6o, meaning x- not in my number, *- in my number but in the wrong place,        
o – in my number and in the correct place. 

 

Pick It Out 

Equipment- Paper, Pencil, container 

In a container, have the numbers 0 to 9.  
Draw up a game board. 
Decide if you are going to make the largest number possible or smallest number possible. 
Pull out a number. 
Get student to record the digit in one of the columns.  
Ask for a reason for its placement. Eg: 2 Maybe it should go in the ones column because it is a small      
number.  
 

Children must be able to read their final number.  

What is the best possible answer you could get?  

Modifications- This game can be used playing with 2- 5 digit numbers. 
You could specify if the number must be odd or even.                                                                                                
 
 
These games are variations of Robert Vingerhoets games.  
 
                                                                                                             Amanda Cook                                                                                                                            
          Classroom Teacher 

Tens Ones Running Tally 

4   40 

5   90 

  4 94 

  5 99 

  2 101 

T O 

9 2 



 

 

 

 Congratulations to                                                                     

Alynah and Sophie for 150 nights!                                                                                          

 

 

 

Great job to Nathaniel                        

for 125 nights! 

 

 

 

 

Well done to Mia for 100 nights! 

 

 

 

 

George, Ned, and Bella for 75                     

nights, great effort! 

 

 

 

 

 

Byron and Hunter for 50 nights.                      

Keep up the good work! 

 

Reading Awards 

Reading Awards are given to students who have reached                          
milestones in their nightly reading. 



 

 


