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Monday 12th
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Thursday 29th
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Try VET Day
Monday 9th
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Monday 16-Friday 20
Year 10 Snow Camp
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School Photos

On Tuesday, Years 10-12 attended an online careers exposition.
They got to choose four seminars to attend and listened to
the guest speaker. Jaiden, Declan, Tristan, Kaden and Billy
attending their individual forums.
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Phone 5083 3203
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Email: hopetoun.p12@education.vic.gov.au

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School

Principal’s Report
We started the term with a successful cross country around Lake Lascelles and concluded ten
weeks later with the School Wide Positive Behaviour rewards trip to Horsham. In between the
book ends, we managed to squeeze in a large amount of learning, interesting events and
important activities. We worked our way through NAPLAN, we had careers interviews, we had
Drumbeat, Rock and Water and Rite Journey, we had sport and trips for cross country and netball.
We had exams and, part way through the term we slipped in a week of Remote Learning during
the mini-lockdown. We have also squeezed in development of plans for the Rebuild program
while the Stadium change rooms have been upgraded. Meanwhile, literacy and numeracy has
dominated in the classroom and VCE students have worked diligently preparing for their end-ofunit exams. It has been a busy, yet highly productive term. It’s now time for our students to have
a rest, reflect on their term 2 achievements and prepare for Term 3 with a positive mindset.
Mid-Year Reports
Mid-year reports have been distributed to students today. The reports are also available through
your normal login for Compass. Please take the time to read the report and discuss it with your
child, whether they be 5 years old, 15 years old or in Year 12. It is important that you acknowledge
the report, both the positives and, if any, the negatives, and provide reinforcing feedback to your
child. Your input is an important part of the reporting process.
Take note, also, of the number of absences listed in the report. Less than five days absence for the
semester (approximately 100 school days!) is the expected level. Extended illness is an acceptable
reason for absence and may elevate the days away; days off for shopping, haircuts or ‘rest days’
are not approved absences. VCE and VCAL students who fall behind in their attendance will be
required to attend catch-up sessions on Thursday nights in Terms 3 and 4.
Overall, the progress and achievement of most students is acceptable or better. Those who have
struggled in Terms 1 and 2 have a great opportunity to put in extended effort in Terms 3 and 4.
Rebuild
Progress continues on our Rebuild program. Tomorrow we interview for appointment of
Project Managers. The Project Managers are responsible for the oversight of the builders
and contractors once they start onsite. Project Managers also ensure that all of the plans
and preparations are arranged and everything runs smoothly.
Stadium Change Rooms
The maintenance on the change rooms is almost complete. We are waiting for installation of the
partitions followed by some electrical work and completion of painting. Hopefully, the work will
be completed over the holidays with hand-over taking place early in Term 3.
Book Reviews
We have introduced book reviews at our Tuesday morning assemblies this term. It was great to
see Benjamin (Year 6) and Eden (Year 5) stand up in front of students
ranging from 5 years old to 18 years old and eloquently describe the current
novel they are reading to 80 students and 25 staff. Others from Prep to 12
have also been providing insights to their favourite books at assembly. Well
done to all students who have been brave enough to celebrate their reading
in front of a large audience.

Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Check out Hopetoun
P-12 College
Facebook page

Principal’s Report
Big Breakfast
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a very pleasant way to mark the start of a new school year.
The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new staff to the school community. Jess O’Loghlen and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We
also have a few known locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Support).
School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how
students are looking forward to 2021.
Importantly, also, parents took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.
Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast.
For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that we can all grow our brain and that, with effort, we can all
get better at everything we do.
The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on.
The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in joining the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17 th February.
Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.
Student Leaders
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and
Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be
holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented
with their badges.
Rebuild Update
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a
formality and signals the start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you updated when significant steps are taken throughout the year.
Stadium Change Rooms
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor
repair. Tenders have been called for repairs to the roof, replacement of floor coverings and painting throughout. It is
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.
Coming Up
We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’
events which we hold in term 1 each year. These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday
morning (Tuesday 9th), our annual school swimming sports (Thursday 11th February) and the Primary Cluster Swimming Sports (Friday 19th February).
Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10th February) followed by the Parents Club
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for their own and others’ health and welfare. Unfortunately, there are a few students who flagrantly ignore
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they leave home. We are running out of disposable masks at school.
Principal we will not require masks when we return next term but if we ae still required to wear them,
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Weekly Student Awards
Well done to the following students for receiving

Students of the Week

Hunter

Jesse

Kyran

For showing responsibility
for his learning,
contributing to class
discussions, displaying a
positive attitude towards
his class work and trying
new things.
Great work!

For showing great skill
development and game
knowledge in PE. During
each PE lesson, he
displays a high level of
effort and determination.
Great job!

For demonstrating
consistent effort in his
class work and
implementing what he
is learning in tutoring
in class.
Keep up the good work!

Policy Update
Child Safety Policy
Our Child Safety Policy was first written in 2016 and updated in 2019. Our policy
and commitment states:
“At Hopetoun P-12 College we hold the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people as a central and
fundamental responsibility of our school. Our commitment is
drawn from our vision that Hopetoun P-12 College strives to meet the
individual needs of all students in a cooperative learning community. The
College promotes the values of respect, responsibility and teamwork to
produce responsible and respectful citizens in a changing society.”
We are committed to maintaining the safety and wellbeing of all children and
young people enrolled in our school. We will continue to work with students,
parents carers and representatives to ensure any forms of abuse or neglect are
addressed proactively. Our Child Safety Policy and commitment can be found on
our website.

Weekly Student Awards
Well done to the following students for receiving

Students of the Week

Brooklyn

Noah

Cody

For consistently
demonstrating a growth
mindset and taking
responsibility for her own
learning. She always
gives her best, both in
class and at home, trying
to master the content of
her VCE subjects.

For trying really hard with
his learning tasks and
making progress with
making good choices. He
has taken responsibility
for his learning and
playing with his peers.

For showing responsibility
for his learning and
efficiently completing
all of the required
tasks.

Good Work!

Flying Bookworm
The Prep-2 students went to the footy sheds to take part in the Flying Bookworm with the students from St Joseph’s and the Hopetoun Preschool. This year,
the Flying Bookworm acted out Three Billy Goats Gruff, The Gingerbread Man
and Jabberwocky.

Year 3-6 Primary Prattle
Over the last couple of weeks, the Primary students have been very busy. They have
made a connection between Mathematics and Science, as they learnt how to read
thermometers.

They also enjoyed some very scrumdiddlyumptious pancakes from our wonderful
VCAL chefs. The only problem the primary students had was it was a bit squishy at
the table and George’s very delicious sandwiches almost disappeared from the
takeover of the pancakes.

Looking for something to do over the holidays. Here are some ideas that won’t cost
much:
Have a picnic, go for a nature walk, play cards or board games, read some books,
have a movie afternoon, bake some biscuits (great for the Mathematical skills),
create a treasure map, go on an adventure and the best thing of all is have fun.

From all of the Primary staff have a safe and happy holiday. See you all back in Term
Three.
Tracy Bound
Classroom Teacher

Reading Awards
Reading Awards are
given to students who
have reached milestones
in their nightly reading.

Congratulations to Matilda for reading
at home for 75 nights.
Amazing effort!

George earned a certificate for knowing
his 100 MIOOW words.
Keep up the good work!

Star Reader Award
The Star Reader is awarded to a student that
has shown growth in their reading. They have
demonstrated consistent effort in reading every
night and taken responsibility for the reading
progress within class time.
Congratulations Sophie! What a Star!

Winter Sports

Senior Netball
Seisia, Mackenzie, Abby, Neha,
Bronte, Kate and Brooklyn. The girls
competed last Thursday in Stawell.

7/8 Netball
Rori-umpire, Macey, Marni, Belle,
Saige, Jade, Coco, Lana, Issy, Esther
and Emily. The girls competed on
Monday in Horsham.

SML Primary Football
Ben and Eden were part of a football team made up of boys
from Rainbow, Jeparit, Hopetoun, Beulah and St. Joseph’s
schools. They played last Wednesday in Horsham.

QR Codes
Parents, visitors and delivery drivers are now required to use the QR code system
when entering school buildings. This is now stipulated by the Department and
applies to any parent, carer, visitor or anyone else entering the school site,
regardless of the length of time in the building. Staff and students are not required
to use the QR code as they are registered through attendance rolls.
When visiting, please use the QR code system when you enter the building.

Wyperfeld National /Winter School holiday program
When

Details

Tuesday 29 June 2021
10.00am – 11.30am
Wonga Visitor Centre
Wednesday 30 June 2021
10.00am – 11.30am
Wonga Visitor Centre
Friday 2 July 2021
10.30am – 12.00pm
Hattah-Kulkyne National Park
Day visitor area -Lake Hattah
Tuesday 6 July 2021
10.00am – 11.30pm
Snow Drift Campground
Pine Plains
Thursday 8 July 2021
10.00am – 11.30pm
Snow Drift Campground
Pine Plains

Nature Discovery
Do you fancy yourself as a really good treasure hunter? Are you up for the
challenge of a Parks Victoria’s Nature Discovery Hunt?
Discover our Eco-Warrior Echidna’s
Come and discover the secrets of our unique Echidna’s! learn why this mammal
is so incredibly important to our environment.
Minibeast Wildlife Discovery
Discover a bug’s world at Hattah Lake. Get to know some tiny critters, what they
mean to our unique wetland areas, peer through a magnify glass into the world
of a minibeast.
Flora Explorer
Australia has some amazing native plants. Join a Ranger and learn how to identify
common native plants and discover some species found in the Mallee.
Wildlife Detective
Become a wildlife Detective by learning the secrets of the bush. Tune your
senses to discover who is hiding out of sight, and use clues to find out who was
in the park while no one was looking,

All Junior Ranger activities are free and are suitable for children aged 6-12 years. Bookings are
essential. Please visit www.juniorrangers.com.au
Can’t get to an activity? Visit juniorrangers.com.au/make-and-do/ to find fun fact files, activity
booklets and games you can use with your family in parks or at home anytime you like!
Please note that for participant safety we are running all our Junior Ranger activities in strict
accordance with Department of Health guidelines. This includes restrictions on group sizes, as
well as adherence to social distancing and hygiene related guidelines. For up-to-date health
information visit www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au
While these measures are aimed protecting your safety, you acknowledge that you are participating in these activities at your own risk.

