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Lana was named Best and Fairest in SEPEP.
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Principal’s Report
Back to School
It is certainly great to be back at school, face-to-face with students being able to work in groups
and collectively on their learning. Nevertheless, gains were made last week during Remote
learning 4.0. Learning continued despite some of the difficulties we had to navigate. A special
note of thanks goes to you, the parents and carers and broader family members who helped out
with supervision, with assisting, with listening to reading, with providing a range of supports for
our students while they were learning from home. Thank you.
Now that we are back at school, some of the programs which were curtailed last week are being
rescheduled and we are resuming normal classes. Exams are underway this week, it looks as
though we will be able to attend inter-school netball and our VCAL programs have resumed.
Rebuild – 3D images
School Councillors saw a 3D depiction of what our new school might look like when
it is completed when they met last night. The images provided a clearer view of the
external features of the new building as well as an indication of some of the
landscaping features. The floor plan has been improved considerably and there are
improved access and entry points
across the school. Ramp entries to the
east end of the school were raised and
consideration of a range of safety and
logistical issues are now being
considered in detail.
One of our next challenges is to work
on the location of the temporary
buildings we will need on-site to
enable classes to continue while the
rebuild takes place. In this, what is
known as the decanting process, we
have to decide where three large
portable buildings can be located on
the south side of the current buildings. It will be a challenge but we have managed to overcome
most issues to date so I am sure we can come up with a workable solution.

Stadium Change Rooms
The painters have been working in the stadium change rooms this week. One of the students, who
was having a peek at the changes through the partially open door, exclaimed “Ooh, it looks sooo
clean …” and she is right, the whole area is looking fresh and bright. The work should be completed
in readiness for re-opening at the start of next term.
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Presentation Ball Meeting
Tuesday 15th June

Big Breakfast

7:30 pm

The Mallee turned on it’s beautiful weather for our annual Big Breakfast earlier this week. A large number of families
Thursday
afternoons
between
gathered
at the front
of the school to enjoy
the flavours of bacon and eggs, toast, cereals and all the trimmings. It was
a very pleasant way to mark the start of a new school year.

3:20 and 4:00 pm for

School Library

The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new staff to the school community. Jess O’Loghsupervised homework/study
len and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We
also have a few known
locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Supsessions.
port).
School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how
students
Primary
are looking
andforward
Secondary
to 2021. students

welcome.
Importantly, also, parents
took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.
Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast.
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willTrudi
beCook
available!
Forfruit
our first
priority, Mrs
announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that we can all grow our brain and that, with effort, we can all
get better at everything we do.
The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an
parents
of students doing the
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will All
be spent
on.

presentation
ball Anyone
are encouraged
The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they
do to support the College.
interested in joining the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be to
heldcome.
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on Wednesday
17 th FebAnyone
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ruary.
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Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.
Student Leaders
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and
Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be
holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented
with their badges.

VCAL Pancake Lunch

15th June

Rebuild Update
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a
formality and signals the start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you updated when significant steps are taken throughout the year.
Stadium Change Rooms
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor
repair. Tenders have been called for repairs to the roof, replacement of floor coverings and painting throughout. It is
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.

School Photos

Coming Up
Monday 21st of June
We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’
events which we hold in term 1 each year. These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday
morning (Tuesday 9th), our annual school swimming sports (Thursday 11th February) and the Primary Cluster Swimming Sports (Friday 19th February).
Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10
meeting on Wednesday 17th February.
Fantastic Year

th

Pancake $2
February) followed
Syrupby$1the Parents Club
Ice Cream $1
Berries $1

The planning and preparation is in place for all of us to have a wonderful, productive school year. We have a long
agenda in front of us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will continue to be supportive and active in our school community.
All proceeds to be donated to the
Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Make A Wish Foundation

Weekly Student Awards
Well done to the following students for receiving

Students of the Week

Jason

Molly

Harry

For demonstrating
improved effort and
taking responsibility for
his learning in English.

For showing
responsibility for her
learning and being a
great asset during class
discussions, leading the
conversation and asking
great questions.

For continually
demonstrating the school
values and for taking
responsibility for his
learning. He is always up
to date with learning
tasks and homework as
well as his school-based
apprenticeship.

Keep up the great work!

Policy Update
Student Drivers Policy

Now that restrictions are being eased on drivers
licence tests, and as we move into the second half
of the year, more of our senior students will be
going for their licence. Our policy acknowledges
that students can drive cars to school. They must
register their licence number, car registration and
other details with the school before they start driving. Students are
welcome to drive to and from school but there are some restrictions
on the use of cars by students during school hours. It is advisable to
read the policy before committing to driving to school.

Table Tennis SEPEP
Sport Education in Physical Education Program
This week saw the conclusion of the Tuesday Sport Table Tennis pairs’ competition. After some
play-off games for the minor ladder positions, the semi-finals saw Cody and Kybe advance to
take on ladder leaders, Marni and Issy. In the grand final, the girls jumped out to an early lead
before some unforced errors opened the door slightly for the boys.
However, the girls quickly recovered and marched on. The last few points were tense and
started to resemble a singles match with Marni and Cody reduced to onlookers. The final relay
was long and tightly contested, with both players (weren’t we playing doubles?) missing easy
opportunities to take the match.
But in the end Marni and Issy prevailed, taking the match 21-16. A popular winner for the Bestand-Fairest was Lana, who polled 6 out of a possible maximum 8 votes. Dane, Rori and Skye
claimed equal 2nd on 4. Thank you to all players for the spirit with which the whole competition
was conducted.

Grades 3-6 Primary Prattle
The Year 3-6 students have been learning about poetry. I have never
seen students get so excited about writing. I think it might have been the
topic of the poem ‘Excuses for not doing my homework’. We hope you
enjoy them.
I started on my homework

I started on my homework

but my pencil broke into bits.

but my pencil got too small.

My goat ate my homework.

My dog ate my homework.

And my sister had a fit.

Then I played with my ball.

By Charlie and Kyran

By Jazmyn and Sophie

I started on my homework

I started on my homework

but I chocked on the lead.

but my pencil lead broke.

My Fennec Fox ate my homework.

Jazmyn ate my homework.

I think we might be dead.

Then I had a drink of coke.

By Alynah

By Sophie

I started on my homework

I started on my homework

but my pencil broke into bits.

but my pencil lead broke.

My dinosaur ate my homework.

My lizard ate my homework.

Wearing nanna’s oven mitts.

The he began to choke.

By Hunter and Eden

By Ben and Noah

I started on my homework
I left it on the floor.
My baby sister ate my homework.
It’s gone, there is no more.
By Anonymous
(This poem is true)

Tracy Bound
Classroom Teacher

Reading Awards
Reading Awards are given
to students who have
reached milestones in
their nightly reading.
Congratulations to
Sophie and Alynah
for reading for 125
nights.
Amazing!

Nathanial read for 100
Nights. Way to go!

Pearl read for 75 nights.
Awesome effort!

Jess read for 25 nights.
Keep up the good work!

