HOPETOUN
P-12 COLLEGE

HOPETOUN P-12 COLLEGE
I S S U E

2021

Term 2
June
Wednesday 9th
School Council
Monday 14th
Queen’s Birthday
Holiday
Monday 21st
School Photos

1 7

T H U R S D A Y

J U N E

3 ,

2 0 2 1

Important Announcement:
Return to School Tomorrow
Hopetoun P-12 College resumes
face-to-face teaching and learning
tomorrow.
All students, Prep to Year 12 are
expected to attend school tomorrow,
Friday 4th June.

Wednesday 23rd
Flying Bookworm at
Kinder

Thursday 24th
Casual Clothes day
Friday 25th
Last day of term

Hopetoun P-12 College
Phone 5083 3203

Fax 5083 3016

Email: hopetoun.p12@education.vic.gov.au

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School

Principal’s Report
Remote Learning 4.0
Thank you to everyone for the rapid and successful switch to Remote Learning. The changeover
has been smooth and relatively hassle free. We have had a few connectivity issues but, overall,
the switch has been seamless. A special thanks to parents who have taken on the added
responsibility of assisting and supervising at home. We have endeavoured to provide learning
materials for the primary students to continue with their instruction and we have provided a
limited range of online subjects for the Years 7-9 students. Those in Years 10-12 have continued
to follow their normal timetable.
Our staff have continued to work throughout the lockdown. Some are working at school in order
to provide services from this base, while others have continued to work and deliver lessons from
home. All are available for contact during normal school hours.
And now for the good news …
Yes, as we all know, regional schools all return to face-to-face teaching and learning tomorrow. It
is important to note that tomorrow, Friday 4th June is NOT a day-off for students. It is tempting to
take another day off leading into the weekend but I urge everyone to take responsibility and
attend school tomorrow. VCAL students can attend their placements tomorrow.
Thanks
Now that Remote Learning 4.0 is behind us, thanks go to all of the parents and carers who
provided magnificent support for their children during the off-site learning. We all know how
difficult it is to work and learn from home, however, the support you have given to the staff and
students has been first rate. Thanks.
Some Changes
Due to the recent lockdown some changes need to be made to scheduling. The GAT, scheduled
for next Wednesday (9th June) has been postponed to a date to be advised. Our exams scheduled
for next week will continue as planned. School Council will meet as scheduled next Wednesday 9 th
June. A number of other sporting events will probably be re-scheduled to a later date.
Revised Floor Plan – Version C
The architects have provided another updated floor plan for our Rebuild Program.
This is the third revision of the floorplan and is getting closer to a more functional
layout. Further details will be available this Friday and a 3D model will be shown to
School Council next Wednesday.
Stadium Change Rooms
The maintenance work on the stadium change rooms continues to take place. We have had
electricians and plumbers working on the project and we are expecting plasterers to commence
work shortly.

Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Check out Hopetoun
P-12 College
Facebook page

Principal’s Report
Big Breakfast
The Mallee turned on it’s beautiful weather for our annual Big Breakfast earlier this week. A large number of families
gathered at the front of the school to enjoy the flavours of bacon and eggs, toast, cereals and all the trimmings. It was
a very pleasant way to mark the start of a new school year.
The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new staff to the school community. Jess O’Loghlen and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We
also have a few known locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Support).

School Photos

School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how
students are looking forward to 2021.
Importantly,
also, parents21st
took theof
opportunity
Monday
Juneafter the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.
Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast.
For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that we can all grow our brain and that, with effort, we can all
get better at everything we do.
The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on.
The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in joining the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17 th February.
Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.
Student Leaders
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and
Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be
holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented
with their badges.

Work Experience
Years 10 & 11
Homework Club
Rebuild Update
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a
Be thinking of what you
formality and signals the start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you updated when significant
are taken
throughout the year.
mightsteps
like
to try.
Thursday afternoons
Stadium Change Rooms
between 3:20 and 4:00 pm
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor
repair. Tenders have been called for repairs to the roof, replacement
floor coverings and painting
throughout. It is
forofsupervised
homework/
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.

study sessions.

Coming Up
We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’
events which we hold in term 1 each year. These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday
Fresh fruit
morning (Tuesday 9th), our annual school swimming sports (Thursday 11th February) and the Primary Cluster Swimsnacks
ming Sports (Friday 19th February).

will be
available
Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10 February) followed by the Parents Club
(Last week
of Term 3)
meeting on Wednesday
17th February.
Sept 13-17th

th

Fantastic Year
The planning and preparation is in place for all of us to have a wonderful, productive school year. We have a long
agenda in front of us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will continue to be supportive and active in our school community.
Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Prep-2 Primary Prattle
We have been learning how to write descriptive pieces. The children were asked
to pick an item from around their house to write a description about. We hope
you enjoy reading them.
Lunchbox (Lunchy)
Lunchbox is a Chihuahua and Shae’s fur baby. He is a tiny dog with floppy ears. He likes sleeping
under the sun in a sandy hole, in Shae’s bed, behind Pop’s knees and on people’s laps. He loves
warm cuddles. Lunchy has dark brown eyes and a wet nose. He is famous for his long tongue.
I love Lunchy xo
By Mia
My object is my brand new happy napper. It can turn into a sleeping bag and a teddy. It is a
unicorn. It’s a pink unicorn. When you pull it into the form of a sleeping bag its belly turns into
a rainbow belly. It has buttons to turn it into a teddy. It feels fluffy.
By Matilda

The object I am writing about is my Nike shoes. My Nike shoes are for running. They help me
run fast. My Nike shoes are black and white. They are special because they don’t have any laces.
They have two loops one at the front and one at the back to put your fingers through to slip
them on. They are my favourite shoes.
By George

Flash my flamingo. She is fluffy and pink ad can dance and has rainbow wings. She is very tall
and dances to music.
By Pearl

The PS4 controller helps me to play my games. It is purple with buttons.
By Jess

I would like to write about my toy raptor called Blue. He has blue strips and a grey body. He’s
got a tail and on his back he’s got black dots and yellow eyes with black pupils.
By Layne

I am writing about my nerf gun. It has a green body. It has an orange loading leaver. It has a
brown handle with an orange trigger. It shoots foam bullets. It has a rapid-fire feature.
By Ned
Amanda Cook
Classroom Teacher

Policy Update

Digital Technologies Policy: a reminder

It is timely to remind all again about the need to use
technology appropriately. Our Digital technologies Policy
applies to use of the internet, social media and digital
devices. Digital technologies provide students with rich
opportunities to support their learning and development in
so many ways. Now, while we are using Compass, Webex and other
approved platforms to deliver Remote Learning, it is more important
than ever to be aware of the powerful uses as well as the risks involved
in the use of digital technologies. All students have signed an ‘Acceptable
Users Agreement’. This is a commitment by students, and endorsed by
parents, to use technology appropriately. Students using digital
technologies are expected to abide by our College values of respect,
responsibility and team work. Breaches of behavioural standards, the
policy indicates, will involve a sanction consistent with our Behaviour
Management and Student Engagement and Wellbeing policies. A copy of
our Digital Technologies Policy is available on our website.

REMIER’S READING CHALLENGE
The Premier’s Reading Challenge is now open and Hopetoun
P-12 College is excited to be participating.
Students will be registered by me at the school.
For more information visit
www.education.vic.gov.au.
Each student to complete the challenge receives
a certificate and there are some great awards
and incentives to win along the way. Start
challenging yourself.
Moya Poulton

