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Term 2 
 
 

May 
Monday24th-Friday28th 

Book Fair 

 

Friday 28th                
Senior Girls” Netball 

 

 

June 
Wednesday 9th         

GAT                         
School Council 

 

Monday 14th      
Queen’s Birthday       

Holiday 

 

Monday 21st          
School Photos 

 

Wednesday 23rd        
Flying Bookworm at 

Kinder 

 

Thursday 24th            
Casual Clothes day 

 

Friday 25th                 
Last day of term 

Hopetoun P-12 College 

Phone 5083 3203        Fax 5083 3016                Email: hopetoun.p12@education.vic.gov.au 

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School 

 

Primary Open Day 

Mia shows her mum and grandma the book she is reading. 



 

 

 
Principal’s Report 

 
Celebration of Learning 
We celebrated Education Week on Tuesday with an open morning for the primary classrooms. The 
children proudly displayed their work to parents and extended family members. Measurement was 
the key theme in one of the classrooms, with size of feet being a focal point. This learning task    
followed on from a series of lessons on various forms of measurement. Visitors joined in and the 
students enjoyed their time estimating and measuring. It was certainly good to see a strong        
turn-out of visitors. The P-2 classroom was crowded for most of the early session. The students 
also took the opportunity to show their parents the Book Fair which was highly successful. Well 
done to Miss Amanda Cook and her team in the P-2 classroom, and to Mrs Bound and her team in 
the Grade 3-6 classroom on excellent displays and great opportunities for participation.  
 

Student Attendance 
As winter is almost upon us and as the possibility of COVID outbreaks hang over us, it is important 
that care and precaution needs to be taken with coughs, sneezes and sore throats. By all means, 
stay home when symptoms arise. It is, as they say, better safe than sorry. It is likely that absences 
due to symptoms will escalate as the months pass by, hence attendance data will probably not be 
flattering. That is why it is so important to attend all of the time when there are no cold-like    
symptoms. There are ‘approved’ absences and ‘unapproved’ absences.  
 

When you notify the school of an absence and a reason is provided, it is recorded, and when 
Rexanne rings you she notes the reason you give. Flu-like symptoms (illness) are approved           
absences. Excuses like ‘Parents gave the child a day off’ or ‘shopping’ are unapproved absences. 
Our aim, a lofty one indeed, is to get unapproved absences down to zero. It is imperative that, if 
the student is well and healthy, they be at school so that they can continue their learning growth.  
 

St Arnaud Visit 
Mr Tony Hand, a former principal of this school, visited Hopetoun yesterday. He brought his     
Leadership Team with him to look over the school. They visited classrooms and spoke to the   
teachers and students. Their visit was part of a  reciprocal arrangement whereby leaders and 
teachers visit schools to observe specific aspects of teaching and learning and provide professional 
feedback on  their observations. Mr Hand noted the many changes which have taken place to the 
buildings and grounds since he left over four years ago.   
 

Revised Floor Plan 
The architects have provided an updated floor plan for our Rebuild Program. The 
overall layout is similar with some changes to the size and layout of the rooms. We 
will be requesting more storage spaces and some modifications to entries. An            
updated version of the layout is on display at the College.  
 

 

 

Mr Graeme Holmes 

Principal 

 Check out Hopetoun  
P-12 College  

Facebook page 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjOrePU7vnPAhVGFJQKHaE1AGEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ft1.gstatic.com%2Fimages%3Fq%3Dtbn%3AANd9GcTUHFAdTFQF_-vEhZgtGE7EtXWbvXMPWbIWTY-f0uwg4jXep6Is&psig=AFQjCNF1paGo


 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
 

Big Breakfast 

The Mallee turned on it’s beautiful weather for our annual Big Breakfast earlier this week. A large number of families 
gathered at the front of the school to enjoy the flavours of bacon and eggs, toast, cereals and all the trimmings. It was 
a very pleasant way to mark the start of a new school year.  

The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new staff to the school community. Jess O’Logh-
len and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We 
also have a few known locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Sup-
port).  

School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how 
students are looking forward to 2021.  

Importantly, also, parents took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions 
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.  

Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast. 

For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset 
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that we can all grow our brain and that, with effort, we can all 
get better at everything we do.  

The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an 
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on. 

The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in join-
ing the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17th Feb-
ruary.   

Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.   

Student Leaders 
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and 

Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be 

holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented 

with their badges.   

Rebuild Update 
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a 
formality and signals the start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you up-
dated when significant steps are taken throughout the year. 

Stadium Change Rooms 
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor 
repair. Tenders have been called for repairs to the roof, replacement of floor coverings and painting throughout. It is 
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.   

Coming Up 
We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’ 

events which we hold in term 1 each year.  These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday 

morning (Tuesday 9th), our annual school swimming sports (Thursday 11th February) and the Primary Cluster Swim-

ming Sports (Friday 19th February). 

Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10th February) followed by the Parents Club 
meeting on Wednesday 17th February.  

Fantastic Year 

The planning and preparation is in place for all of us to have a wonderful, productive school year. We have a long 

agenda in front of us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will contin-

ue to be supportive and active in our school community.  

Mr Graeme Holmes 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Homework Club 

 
Thursday afternoons          

between 3:20 and 4:00 pm  

for supervised homework/

study sessions.  

 

Fresh fruit 
snacks 
will be 

available 

Work Experience 

Years 10 & 11 

Be thinking of what you 
might like to try. 

 

 

 
 

 

Sept 13-17th 

(Last week of Term 3) 

Homework Club 

Thursday afternoons between 

3:20 and 4:00 pm for                

supervised homework/study 

sessions.  
 

 

Primary and Secondary students       
welcome.  

 

Fresh fruit snacks will be available! 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Student Awards 

Well done to the following students for receiving  

Students of the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Policy Update 
Complaints Policy 

Hopetoun P-12 College welcomes feedback, both    
positive and negative, and is committed to continuous                     
improvement. We value open communication with our 
families and are committed to understanding            
complaints and addressing them appropriately. We 
recognise that the complaints process provides an      

important opportunity for reflection and learning.  

It is recognised that there may be occasions where parents or carers 
are concerned or upset by decisions or actions hence a detailed      
Complaints Policy has been developed. The process for raising a    
complaint is detailed in the policy which is available on our website.  
 

 

Saige 

For taking responsibility 
for her learning. She 

takes all opportunities to 
improve and always gives 

her best effort in any   
activity she attempts, no 
matter how challenging. 

Mia 

For demonstrating       
resilience and for always 
staying focused on her 
schoolwork, even when 
there are distractions.   

Keep up the good work! 

Brock 

For demonstrating       
improved effort and     

having a positive          
attitude in English       

classes.                        
Great work! 

https://hopetounp12.vic.edu.au/


 

 

 

 Book Fair Winners 

 

Dane and Issy won themselves                    
vouchers to the book fair by guessing            

how many smarties were in the jar. They      
both guessed 236 and there was 237.           

Very impressive! 

 

 

 

Layne won the colouring completion and 
earned a voucher to the book fair. Kyran won 
a scavenger hunt to be awarded a voucher to 

the book fair. Great work! 

 

 

Year 9 Humanities 
Year 9s have been studying World War One. The class has been working out all of the         
equipment an ANZAC would have carried. Sophie has been doing a quick write on what it would 
have been like for the soldiers in the trenches.  

Over the top  

I’ve woken up from a dreadful night sleep. 

Were headed towards the deep, slushy              

trenches. All I can see is faded, foggy trees 

off into the distance. We get one last meal 

before we fight for our fearful country.  

I cannot smell the food only smoke and 

moist air, my lips frozen, and the same 

with my feelings. My eyes alert and my 

ears hear vivid sound.  

Then it starts: gunfire. Horrific screams 

from good blokes. I rush out, my legs about to give up on me. I suddenly collapse. The blood 

rushes to my head, sight is blurry and all I can taste is the bloody saliva filling my dry mouth. I 

lay there for many, many minutes.  

Then suddenly I woke. I was in a hot, sweaty hospital…       

                                                                                                                                                By Sophie  



 

 

 

 

       

The Primary Team and students would like to thank the parents who were able to make it to 
our Open Day. Students were able to show their parents some of the work they have been    
doing over the semester. 

During our Open Day,  the Year 3-6 room parents joined in reading groups and maths activities. 

They also learnt how Number Talks work. Our topic today was, 30 is the answer so what is the 

question. Two of our parents quickly got to work writing number sentences, their student said 

they were doing well but what is the real question. The parents paused and thought for a while, 

then came up with some very interesting questions that were linked to their world. One spoke 

about feeding apples to the chooks, while the other parent was dividing Sylvanians (toy          

animals) into groups. Thank you for sharing your knowledge with our class.  

 

Over the last two weeks, students have been learning about fractions. Hunter, Kyran and        

William were able to explain how to get a quarter. Hunter said ‘If I sow half of a half of a      

paddock then I’ve sown a quarter of the paddock.’ Kyran created shapes and showed what one 

quarter looked like, and William said ‘The classroom is a square, so if I divide it into four pieces 

and take away three pieces I get one quarter’. Levi, Sophie, Jazmyn and Ben used games to 

consolidate their learning, while Alynah taught William about creating halves. 

Just a reminder, students need to bring their diaries to school every day. It is a good way to 

communicate between school and home and also to record student’s reading nights. Please 

help your student to remember to do this, as we would love to see 

more students receive their reading awards. 

 

Grades 3-6 Primary Prattle 

Tracy Bound 

Classroom Teacher 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 
 

The Premier’s Reading Challenge is now open and Hopetoun       
P-12 College is excited to be participating.  
Students will be registered by me at the school. 
For more information visit 
www.education.vic.gov.au. 
Each student to complete the challenge receives 
a certificate and there are some great awards 
and incentives to win along the way.  Start     
challenging yourself.                                  
 
 Moya Poulton 

Reading Awards are given 

to students who have 

reached milestones in 

their nightly reading.   

 

 

Congratulations to Mia on        

reading for 75 nights. 

Way to Go! 

Reading Awards 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au


 

 

  

 


