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May 
 

Friday 28th of May 
Girls’ Senior Netball 

 
 
 

Tuesday 25th of May 
VCAL Pancake Day 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

June 
 

Wednesday 9th of June 
GAT 

 
 

 
Monday 14th Of June 
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Hopetoun P-12 College 

Phone 5083 3203        Fax 5083 3016                Email: hopetoun.p12@education.vic.gov.au 

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School 

 

Cross Country 

Congratulations to Issy who came 2nd at the Little Dessert Cross   

Country at Kaniva on Monday. She now qualifies to compete at the   

regional level in Warrnambool later this month. 



 

 

 
Cross Country 
Congratulations to Issy Allan on her fantastic run at the cross country on Monday. 
Issy will be competing at the next level in Warrnambool later this month.  
 
Stadium Change Rooms 
Work has commenced on this project. The builders commenced on Monday and 
have removed the old fittings in preparation for the upgrade. The project will take 
most of this term with tradies coming and going as the building products and        
fittings become available. We will continue to have access to the stadium but no   
access to the change rooms this term.  
 
NAPLAN 
The NAPLAN program concluded today with the final session focusing on            
Numeracy. Most students took NAPLAN seriously and used the opportunity to  
show their skills and knowledge. Results will be available in Term 3. Meanwhile, the      
emphasis for all students is to continue learning, continue showing their learning 
and continue to build a positive growth mindset. Thanks go to our Education       
Support Staff for providing a scrumptious breakfast each morning for the students   
prior to sitting NAPLAN.  
 
Progress Reports 
The mid-term Progress Reports are due out this Friday at 12 noon. They will be 
available through Compass. If you don’t have access to Compass, ring the school 
office and we will provide you with a hard copy. The reports indicate attendance, 
which reports on attendance from January to May, and Learning Growth. The 
Learning Growth column indicates whether your child has been continuing to learn 
over time; it is not an achievement level.  
 
Rebuild $10.5m 
School Council spent time last night considering version 2 of the Schematic Design 

for our new building. The architects have made a number of changes 
to the original plan based on earlier feedback from staff, students and 
councillors. The revised plan is much more attuned to our school 
structure and needs, however, there is more work to be done before 
we can agree on the optimum layout of the main building. I have     
attached a copy of the Schematic Design proposed floor plan for you         

     to check, keeping in mind that this is not the final version. 
 
School Council Meeting 
A range of business was covered at last night’s Council meeting including:           
Approval of a range of policies.                                                                               
Receipt of a donation from the Hopetoun Lioness Club.                                                              
Approval to develop a policy on having Therapy Dogs at school.                        
Agreement to hold a working bee early July to complete a range of minor jobs in the 
school grounds.                                                                                                       
Approval to proceed with concreting the car/bus garage.  
 
 
Principal’s Report 

Mr Graeme Holmes 

Principal Check out Hopetoun  
P-12 College  

Facebook page 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjOrePU7vnPAhVGFJQKHaE1AGEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ft1.gstatic.com%2Fimages%3Fq%3Dtbn%3AANd9GcTUHFAdTFQF_-vEhZgtGE7EtXWbvXMPWbIWTY-f0uwg4jXep6Is&psig=AFQjCNF1paGo


 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
 

Big Breakfast 

The Mallee turned on it’s beautiful weather for our annual Big Breakfast earlier this week. A large number of families 
gathered at the front of the school to enjoy the flavours of bacon and eggs, toast, cereals and all the trimmings. It was 
a very pleasant way to mark the start of a new school year.  

The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new staff to the school community. Jess O’Logh-
len and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We 
also have a few known locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Sup-
port).  

School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how 
students are looking forward to 2021.  

Importantly, also, parents took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions 
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.  

Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast. 

For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset 
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that we can all grow our brain and that, with effort, we can all 
get better at everything we do.  

The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an 
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on. 

The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in join-
ing the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17th Feb-
ruary.   

Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.   

Student Leaders 
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and 

Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be 

holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented 

with their badges.   

Rebuild Update 
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a 
formality and signals the start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you up-
dated when significant steps are taken throughout the year. 

Stadium Change Rooms 
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor 
repair. Tenders have been called for repairs to the roof, replacement of floor coverings and painting throughout. It is 
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.   

Coming Up 
We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’ 

events which we hold in term 1 each year.  These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday 

morning (Tuesday 9th), our annual school swimming sports (Thursday 11th February) and the Primary Cluster Swim-

ming Sports (Friday 19th February). 

Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10th February) followed by the Parents Club 
meeting on Wednesday 17th February.  

Fantastic Year 

The planning and preparation is in place for all of us to have a wonderful, productive school year. We have a long 

agenda in front of us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will contin-

ue to be supportive and active in our school community.  

Mr Graeme Holmes 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Parents’ Club  

Term 2 Meeting 

Monday 26th April  

School library 

7:30pm 

Book Fair 
24th-28th May 

 

Main School 

 building 

 

 

During recess, 
lunch, and after 
school until 3:30 

 

Purchase books, posters, diaries, pens 
and more 

 

Payment can be made by cash or 
online. 

 

Homework Club 

 

Thursday afternoons          

between 3:20 and 4:00 pm  

for supervised homework/

study sessions.  

Fresh fruit 
snacks 
will be 

available 

Primary and       
Secondary   
students      
welcome 

Casual Clothes Day 

Thursday 20th of 
May 

 

 Gold coin           
donation 

 No singlets 

 No thongs 

 
All proceeds will go to Black Dog    
Institute, a mental health service. 



 

 

 

The Year 3-6 Class has been working hard on their expositions. Each student chose 
their own topic to write about and have enjoyed sharing their point of view with 
their class. 

Lego Masters                                                                                                                                               
Hello everyone that is listening. I say that Lego Maters should have a show for kids. Kids love 
Lego they get so much enjoyment from it and this is what Brickman wants. Everyone watches 
Lego Masters and whenever a kid watches it they dream of being on it because they love Lego. 
By Ben  

Pets                                                                                                                                                                     
I think pets are good for kids. They are cute and fluffy and can be your friend. You can give them 
food and water and look after them. They make you become responsible. By Kyran 

Pets                                                                                                                                                                     
I have two pets one is a cat and the other is a dog. I think all kids should have pets because they 
are cute and awesome and when you are with them they make you feel happy.  Pets also make 
you more responsible because you have to feed them. By Eden 

War                                                                                                                                                                         
War is silly. The government wastes $1000’s of dollars on weapons and ammo and 1000’s of 
people die. This is a lot of people to lose. We should not have wars. By Hunter  

Football                                                                                                                                                       
Girls should play football because they could get to go to training and learn to be good at it. 
They would have fun and they could do it with their friends. They should bae able to play it 
school sports because some girls don’t like netball. By Levi 

Red Dog                                                                                                                                                             
I think people should watch Red Dog because it is a story about a dog who is found in a box and 
he was blue. It also has motorbikes, horses and people like animals. By Charlie 

Plastic                                                                                                                                                          
Plastic effects sea turtles and other marine animals. Plastic is a man-made product and it is 
harmful to our environment because it doesn’t break down like other materials. Sea Turtles and 
other marine animals often get it stuck in their airway and it stops them from breathing. Some 
marine animals also get it stuck on their body and it makes them sick. We need to look after our 
marine animals. By Jazmyn 

Hopetoun P-12 College                                                                                                                                   
I think the best school is Hopetoun P-12 College. The College has over 20 teachers and most of 
them are girls.  This helps me in school because they understand me more than a boy. The 
school has a high school and a primary, so there are lots of students. At my school I have lots of 
friends of different ages. By Sophie 

Be a Mum                                                                                                                                                          
I think every girl should be a mum because it would be so exciting. If you can’t have a baby you 
can adopt. Babies are so cute.                                                                                                                 
Having a baby or child in your life can make you happy and when something is wrong you can 
have a cuddle to make you feel better.                                                                                                                 
Even though there are moments in our life that aren’t the best you still would love them and 
they would love you back. By Alynah 

 

 

Grade 3-6 Primary Prattle 

Tracy Bound 

Classroom Teacher 
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Policy Update  
Head Lice Policy 

Head lice (pediculosis) are tiny insects that live on the human scalp where 
they feed and breed.  While they do not carry or transmit disease, they are 
a cause of head itch and scratching, which may lead to infection and      
swollen lymph glands; therefore, they need to be controlled. 

Anyone can catch head lice.  Head lice cannot fly, hop or jump.  They spread 
from person to person by head to head contact, and may also be spread by 

the sharing of personal items such as combs, brushes and hats. 

While it is parent/guardians who have the primary responsibility for the detection and treatment 
of head lice on their children, the College will assist by offering up to date information, a     
screening process and by alerting parents of lice when detected. 

If live lice are detected in a child’s hair, the parents will be notified and the child excluded from 
school until appropriate treatment has commenced. Lotions for the treatment of head lice are 
available from the chemist. 

A copy of the Head Lice Policy (2021) is available on our website.  

 

The Year 10 Careers class is working on a display of different jobs. They are graphing 

different careers, showing the average income and the level of education needed. The 

colours show which VCE/VCAL subjects that would assist if you had this job. This week 

they looked at some of the jobs traditionally done by women and looked at how they 

compared to other professions.  Pictured is Abby and Katelyn with the graph. 



 

 

  

Year 9 Science 

"How do you do practical work on the movement of tectonic plates and 
entire continents? The Year 9 students recently did this by using Oreos. 
They modelled spreading, transforming and subsiding plate boundaries, 
where the biscuit represents the continents and the cream represents 
the hot liquid rock underneath. 
After making the model and         
taking a picture of  it, they were 
allowed to eat them. Not         
surprisingly, each model       
somehow required its own      
biscuit!" 

 

Jason and Benjamin discussing 
how to properly show the       
tectonic plates and the effects.  

 

 

 

Sophie and Zoe arranging their 
Oreos to show the correct plate 
boundaries. 

 

 

 

 

Kiara looks on as Rori takes a 
photo of their group’s model 
to be used in their revision 
books. 



 

 

  

Radio Astronomy - The Invisible Universe 

 

A free opportunity for all students. 
 

The VSSEC Radio Telescope is now available to all  

students in government secondary schools in Victoria. 

Take complete control of the telescope to view        
objects of your choice. 

Work by yourself, with a group of friends, or your entire class. 

This is the only radio          
telescope in the world        
exclusively for school         
students. 

And it’s free to use! 

Operate the telescope from 
your own home after school 
and at weekends. 

Radio telescopes work day 
and night and can see 
through cloudy skies so time 
and weather don’t matter. 

Use the telescope to reveal 
the hydrogen in space, invisible to human eyes. 

View hydrogen clouds (nebulas) in the Milky Way Galaxy, remnants of supernovas 
(exploding stars) and the centre of the Milky Way.  

 

VSSEC astronomers are here to help. 

More information is here on the VSSEC website. 

Or contact Ian Christie at VSSEC 

ian.christie@vssec.vic.edu.au 

 

This program is part of the Victorian Challenge and Enrichment Series, a new se-
ries of FREE high-quality, extension activities for Victorian students. 

 

 

 

https://www.vssec.vic.edu.au/radio-astronomy-the-invisible-universe/
mailto:ian.christie@vssec.vic.edu.au


 

 

 

 

 


