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House Cross Country

Term 2
APRIL

Friday 30th April
Primary Cluster Cross
Country at Rainbow

May
Monday 3rd of May
Secondary Little Desert
Athletics at Nhill

Monday 10th of May
Primary and Secondary
Cross Country at Kaniva

June
Monday 14th of June
Queen’s Birthday
Public Holiday

The house Cross Country was held last Thursday, with Banksia
taking home the shield. Pictured are Banksia House Captains,
Seisia and Ben, with the Banksia mascot, Billie.
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Cross Country
There was some strong competition amongst the students at the annual cross country last week.
Competitiveness came through as many stretched themselves to do the best they could to cross
the finish line. These students took on the challenge of not only competing but also completing
the set course for their age group. They took responsibility for their own level of performance.
Other students took responsibility in another format for the cross country – they participated.
Many students completed the course in their own time. They walked, they ran, they skipped and
I even saw a few students hopping their way along the course. Importantly, however, they were
participating. Running is not everyone’s preferred option but at least participating is something
almost everyone one can do, unless injured. Well done to those who came along and participated.
Congratulations to Banksia on collecting the cross country shield. I think that makes it Yarrara two
and Banksia one!

Parents’ Club
The April meeting of the Parents’ Club was held on Monday night. Most of the time was devoted to
planning forthcoming fundraising events. Planning has also commenced for the 2022 Presentation
Ball. The Mother’s Day stall has been organised for Friday 7th May. There was also discussion on
some issues with the access and supply of school uniforms. Unfortunately Vanessa Glare is unable
to continue in her role as President of the Parents’ Club due to work commitments. Thanks,
Vanessa, for your work in the role for the past six months. Alison Frankel has agreed to take on the
President’s role.

Primary Reading
It is extremely pleasing to see so many of our primary school students reaching
reading milestones. Awards are handed out at assembly each week to students who
reach key reading milestones – 25 nights, 50 nights and even 100 nights of home
reading.
Reading is a super life skill. It is so incredibly important to not only learn to read but
to continually practice the skill.
More milestones loom – 125, 150, 200 … Who will be first to 200 nights?

Rebuild $10.5m
The meeting with our architects, David and Francesca from 1:1 Architects, was
well attended last Thursday. Francesca tabled a revised plan for the assembled
staff, students and School Council representatives to consider. It had similarities
to the plan I provided in last week’s newsletter and quite a few improvements. The
assembled group considered the changes which included repositioning the café to
the front of the school and improved layout in the arts area. Nevertheless, the feedback to the
architects involved over thirty suggestions for improvements along with confirmation of many of
the current ideas.
The next step in the Rebuild process is for the architects to determine which suggestions can be
incorporated into the design as well as come up with some further realignments of rooms and
storage spaces. Francesca is working on the revised design and it is anticipated that she will have
a revised layout prepared within two weeks.

Principal’s Report
Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Check out Hopetoun
P-12 College
Facebook page
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Mothers
The Mallee turned on it’s beautiful weather for our annual Big Breakfast earlier this week. A large number of families
Day
gathered at the front of the school to enjoy the flavours of bacon and eggs, toast, cereals
and all the Stall
trimmings. It was
Big Breakfast

a very pleasant way to mark the start of a new school year.
The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new staff to the school community. Jess O’Loghlen and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We
also have a few known locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Support).

Friday 7th of May

$5.00 gifts available
for primary
student
tosessions
Importantly, also, parents took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast
to join their children
in information
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.
purchase. Any remaining
Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast.
gifts will be available for
For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset
students
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that wesecondary
can all grow our brain and
that, with effort,to
we can all
get better at everything we do.
purchase during recess.
School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how
students are looking forward to 2021.

The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on.

Mothers
Day Stall

The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in joining the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17 th February.
Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.
Student Leaders
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and
Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be
holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented
with their badges.

Homework Club

Rebuild Update
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a
formality and signals the start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you updated when significant steps are taken throughout the year.

Thursday afternoons

Stadium Change Rooms
between 3:20 and 4:00 pm
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor
repair. Tenders have been called for repairs to the roof, replacement
floor coverings and painting
throughout. It is
forofsupervised
homework/
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.

study sessions.

Coming Up
We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’
events which we hold in term 1 each year. These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday
Fresh fruit
morning (Tuesday 9th), our annual school swimming sports (Thursday 11th February) and the Primary Cluster Swimsnacks
ming Sports (Friday 19th February).

will be
available
Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10 February) followed by the Parents Club
th

meeting on Wednesday 17th February.
Fantastic Year

Primary
andschool year. We have a long
The planning and preparation is in place for all of us to have a wonderful,
productive
Secondary
agenda in front of us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will continstudents
ue to be supportive and active in our school community.
Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

welcome

Weekly Student Awards
Well done to the following students for receiving

Students of the Week

Seisia

Eden

Abby

For demonstrating
responsibility for her
learning, always trying to
do her best and having a
positive growth mindset
in all of her classes. She
demonstrates respect for
all staff and students.

For having a positive
attitude to his work and
being engaged in all of
his learning this week.

For consistently applying
herself to her VCE
subject. She is an active
participant in class
discussions, completes all
set work and acts on
feedback . She has a
great attitude towards
her learning.

Keep it up!

Policy Update
Communications Policy
Our Communications Policy was updated in September 2019.
The policy establishes and reinforces protocols to preserve
the professionalism of the school, to protect the rights of
individuals, to uphold our duty of care to students and to
comply with departmental and legal requirements.
The policy covers areas such as public comments by DE&T
employees, compliance with various acts of parliament, requests for information
by external parties, and the collection of personal information. It also covers
areas such as the provision of reports, the frequency of newsletters and the use
of photographs in articles and newspapers.
A copy of the Communication Policy 2019 can be accessed on our school
website.

House Cross Country

BANKSIA
500

YARRARA
480

Cross Country Winners:
Under 20 Girls – Brooklyn
Under 20 Boys – Ben
Under 16 Girls – Abby
Under 16 Boys —Declan
Under 14 Girls —Issy
Under 14 Boys —Cody
Under 12s —Benjamin
Under 10s —Mia
Under 8s —Ned
Under 6s— Pearl
A beautiful afternoon for cross country, student participation was high, and
the mood of the afternoon was positive because of that. Thank you for the
students participating and the staff for their help during the afternoon.
The next level will be May 10th in Kaniva. Notes and further details for those
going to the next stage will be passed on soon.
Mr. Anders

.

Year 3-6 Primary Prattle
Over the past two weeks the Year 3-6 Students have been learning about
measurement. They have been working hard to find the different lengths of
objects around the classroom including themselves.
One task that they enjoyed was researching the length of different animal’s necks.
After they had completed their research, they created their animal showing the
length of the neck and then displayed them outside of the classroom.

The students have also been working on expositions for their writing. They have
produced some interesting topics and I can’t wait to read their final pieces.
Here is a list of their topics:
Ben- Lego Masters for Children
Sophie- Hopetoun P-12 College is the Best School
Hunter– Wars are a Waste of Money
Jazmyn- Plastic in the Environment
Byron- Landcruisers get the Best Fuel Mileage
Kyran– The Importance of Names
Eden– The Importance of a Quiet Classroom
Alynah– Every Woman Should Have a Chance to Have a Child
We wish all the primary students good luck for Friday as they participate in the Cluster Cross Country and hope they all have fun.
Tracy Bound
Classroom Teacher

Reading Awards
Reading Awards are given
to students who have
reached milestones in
their nightly reading.
Congratulations to Hunter on
reading for 25 nights.
Way to Go!

Pearl received
the award for 50 nights of
reading.
Keep up the good work!

Parents’ Club Update
—Working groups are going to be made to make it easier for everyone to assist with
fundraising and student activities.
—A Presentation Ball Committee was formed to begin organising a 2022 ball. Anyone with a
potential presentee is more than welcome to join the committee. Contact Rexanne at
school for this.
—A Mother’s Day stall will run on Friday 7th May at 10.15. Gifts are $5 if your child wishes to
purchase.
—Fundraising -a very successful & fun night was held with a pot painting session run by Dandy
Lion Studio. Thanks to Goss for organising this.
—Money donated for the Awards Night Raffle will be redirected into other fundraising activities as
the raffle looks after itself with the generous donations from the wider community.
—Vanessa Glare has resigned as president due to work commitments. We thank Alison Frankel for
stepping into this role.

DRUMBEAT
DRUMBEAT has been developed
by the Holyoake Institute in WA
and combines cognitive process
and group drumming. Participants
explore issues with their peers
that assist in building resilience.
This term, grades 3-6 are
participating in DRUMBEAT on
Wednesdays as part of our
engagement program.

Rock and Water
Rock and Water aims to help
young people gain self-control,
self-reflection and selfconfidence. It was developed
by Dutch educationalist Freerk
Ykema.

Our 7/8 students will be
participating in this Wellbeing program during Term
On Wednesdays.
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The Rite Journey
The Rite Journey is based on
work by anthropologist Arnold
Van Gennep who studied rites
of passage in cultures around
the world. The Rite Journey
acknowledges the lack of this
process in Western culture and
aims to acknowledge and
celebrate each student’s shift into
adulthood. The program is based
on responsibility,
respectfulness,
resilience and
resourcefulness.
Our Year 9
students will be
doing an abridged
version of this for
six Wednesdays.

DRUMBEAT, Rock and Water and The Rite Journey are all
programs that are being facilitated by Reverend James Wood
from Warracknabeal. We are fortunate to be able to have these
programs as part of our Engagement and Wellbeing Program,
as very few people have completed the training required to
run the programs. So we thank Rev. James for bringing these
programs to our school.

Contact Trudi Cook at the College for further information

