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House Athletics

Term 2
APRIL

Thursday 22nd April
P-12 Cross Country

Monday 26th April
Parents’ Club 7:30
School Library

Friday 30th April
Primary Cluster Cross
Country at Beulah

The House Athletics were held the last day of Term 1.
Yarrara House Captains, Brooklyn and Alynah, were presented
with the shield at assembly for winning the house sports.
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Back To School
It has been a smooth re-start to school this week. We marked the opening of the term by thinking
about what we are looking forward to over the next 10 weeks and we celebrated the success and
achievements from the athletic sports which were held on the last day of Term 1.
I hope everyone had a restful holiday and made the most of the pleasant weather. Now, as
autumn moves into winter, the weather changes and days shorten providing some undercover
time to learn, rest and play.
ANZAC Ceremony
We will be holding our ANZAC ceremony at 10.25am tomorrow here at school. We will assemble
around the Lone Pine, which is near the bus loop, and participate in a ceremony led by our school
captain, Harry, and our SRC President, Brooklyn. Parents, carers and the broader community are
welcome to attend for this short ceremony.
Intervention Programs Commence
Many of you will be aware of the tutoring program announced late last year and again this year by
the government. We have established an intervention program spanning Grade 1 to Year 10 which
includes tutoring, middle years and student support. The program is being run by Di Phelan and
Trudi Cook (Primary), April Worsley and Rhiannon Smith (Maths) and Jess O’Loghlen and Courtney
Jones (English). The program involves a combination of withdrawal and in-class support.
Athletics
Congratulations to the students who competed in the Athletic Sports on the last day of last term. It
was a superb day where friendly competition and some degree of rivalry existed. Students
certainly did their best in the warm conditions. Thanks go to Mr Anders and his team for organising
the sports and to parents who helped out on the day. As tradition demands, the teacher relay
team allowed the parents and students to win the relay race!!
Stadium Change Rooms
There were a few delays in organising approvals and contracts for the maintenance and repairs in
the stadium change rooms over the holidays. Approval came through on the last day of the holidays, so it is now up to the builder to determine a start date. There will be disruption around the
Stadium area while the builders are on-site, however, we will still have access to the Stadium for
class lessons.
Rebuild $10.5m
The Rebuild program continues to progress. The master planning stage has been
signed off and we have approval to move to the next phase which is schematic
design. Staff, students and School Councillors are meeting with the architects this
afternoon to have input to the finer details of the interior design and external layout. It is certainly an exciting time as plans are discussed, ideas proposed and plans
developed. I have attached a copy of Option 3A which is a draft of the possible layout of the main
building.

Principal’s Report
Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Check out Hopetoun
P-12 College
Facebook page

Principal’s Report
Big Breakfast
The Mallee turned on it’s beautiful weather for our annual Big Breakfast earlier this week. A large number of families
gathered at the front of the school to enjoy the flavours of bacon and eggs, toast, cereals and all the trimmings. It was
a very pleasant way to mark the start of a new school year.
The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new staff to the school community. Jess O’Loghlen and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We
also have a few known locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Support).
School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how
students are looking forward to 2021.
Importantly, also, parents took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.
Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast.
For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that we can all grow our brain and that, with effort, we can all
get better at everything we do.
The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on.
The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in joining the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17 th February.
Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.
Student Leaders
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and
Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be
holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented
with their badges.

Parents’ Club
Term 2 Meeting
Monday 26th April
Stadium Change Rooms
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor
repair. Tenders have been called for repairs to the roof, replacement ofSchool
floor coverings andlibrary
painting throughout. It is
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.
7:30pm
Coming Up

Rebuild Update
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a
formality and signals the start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you updated when significant steps are taken throughout the year.

We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’
events which we hold in term 1 each year. These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday
morning (Tuesday 9th), our annual school swimming sports (Thursday 11th February) and the Primary Cluster Swimming Sports (Friday 19th February).
Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10th February) followed by the Parents Club
meeting on Wednesday 17th February.
Fantastic Year
The planning and preparation is in place for all of us to have a wonderful, productive school year. We have a long
agenda in front of us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will continue to be supportive and active in our school community.
Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Weekly Student Awards
Well done to the following students for receiving

Students of the Week

Harry

Ned

Marni

For demonstrating teamwork and leadership by
assisting with the running
of the House Athletics,
even though he was
unable to participate.

For always showing
respect to his classmates
and staff and being
responsible for his
learning.

For the responsibility she
has shown with her
school work. She
consistently uses class
time effectively and is a
contributor to class
discussions.

Keep it Up!

Policy Update
Student Wellbeing
We have a clear and informative Student Engagement and
Wellbeing Policy. The policy was developed in 2019 and
updated in 2020. The policy covers areas such as student rights
and responsibilities, expectations, attendance, behaviour
management and bullying and harassment.
The Student Engagement and Wellbeing Policy dovetails with
the more generic Student Wellbeing Policy which outlines physical, social and
emotional wellbeing of students. The emotional, social and physical wellbeing
of our students is pivotal to their success at school. Where these aspects are in
place, learning can occur seamlessly without disruption or redirection through
other factors. Student learning is central to a high-quality education and to
access the best learning, students need to have well adapted social, emotional
and physical wellbeing.
The policies are available on our school website.

House Athletics Age Champions
Congratulations to all our age champion winners on Athletics Day. It started
and ended with perfect weather on the day.
Massive thank you to the VCAL students and teachers who set up the track
lines and the field events, it was much appreciated.
The next level will be May 3rd in Nhill. Notes and further details for those
going to the next stage will be passed on soon.

Mr. Anders

Under 20 Girls Aged Champion- Seisia Horman on 55 Points
Under 20 Boys Aged Champion- Jaiden Cook on 78 Points
Under 16 Girls Aged Champion- Rori Marshman on 70 Points
Under 16 Boys Aged Champion- Declan Brown on 82 Points
Under 14 Girls Aged Champion- Issy Allan on 70 Points
Under 14 Boys Aged Champion- Cody Frankel on 79 Points

BANKSIA
635

YARRARA
705

.

Prep-2 Primary Prattle
Prep-2 students have been learning about different painting and printing techniques. This unit of work required students to paint using equipment other than
paintbrushes.
The artworks shown here were inspired by the artist Jackson Pollock. Jackson was
a famous American artist known for his abstract expressionist painting.
This particular artwork is called drip paintings. Students hit paint brushes or rulers
against their hands to spread the paint across their canvases. They then used
squeeze bottles of paint and zigzagged it across the canvases.

Summertime: Number 9A
By Jackson Pollock

Amanda Cook
Classroom Teacher

Reading Awards
Reading Awards are given
to students who have
reached milestones in
their nightly reading.
Congratulations to Ben and
Jazmyn on reading for 25
nights.

Mia and Nathaniel received
awards for 50 nights of reading.
Way to Go!

Well done to Sophie and Alynah
for reading for 100 nights this
school year.
Super Readers!

Charlton Driving School for the VCAL
On Tuesday 30th of March, we got on a bus at 8.15 and travelled all the way to Charlton for
the driving school. As most of us will be getting our license or L’s in the upcoming months,
we thought it would help to develop good driving habits and learn how to fix our parents’
bad driving instructions.
When we got there, we had to do a road smart activity in Charlton’s classroom where John
Harley explained the basic road rules.

We were able to improve aspects of our driving such as:
U turns
Reversing
Angle parking
Hill starts
Roundabout rights and wrongs
3-point turns
Parallel parking
Overtaking and cornering

But honestly, the best part of the day was when Jobe had to hug a pole. The rules at Charlton
Driving School state if you go through a stop sign, you have to get out and hug a pole…and as
you can tell, someone didn’t stop!

Pot Painting Session
The P-12 Parents’ Club fundraiser held on 18th April, was a great success. Thanks goes to Wendy and Nina from the Dandy Lion Studio in Swan Hill for conducting the session and a special
mention to their helper, Kerry. The participants all enjoyed the session and took home their
ever-lasting, bouquet-painted pot with a plant. The plants were kindly donated by Joan
Bellinger.
Thanks to all who supported the event and check out the amazing final products!

