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Monday 19th April
First day of Term 2

Thursday 22nd April
P-12 Cross Country

Monday 26th April
Parents’ Club 7:30

Friday 30th April
Primary Cluster Cross
Country at Beulah

Rori and Zoe learning how to sail from the instructor at
Year 9 Sailing Camp.
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Interim Reports
Interim reports are available on Compass today.
If you haven’t registered or have a password for Compass yet, please ring the office and we will
ensure your account is activated.
The interim reports, as distinct from the Progress Report you received in Week 6, provides an
achievement level. The achievement level gives you a guide as to how your child is achieving
compared with where they should be at this point of time for their year level. The judgment is
made by teachers after gathering the relevant evidence and information about achievement at
this time of the year.
The attendance rating for Interim Reports is a little more precise on these reports than previously.
For example, a student who receives an attendance rating of ‘Developing’ has been absent for
anywhere between 7.5 to 10 days this term, which is in the range 80% to 84% attendance. Note,
however, that attendance is reported on a subject-by-subject basis hence attendance may vary
depending on which subjects were missed on which days. Attendance also includes school
approved events which are credited towards their subject attendance.
There is more information available on achievement and attendance ratings in the attached
explanation sheet.
Year 9 Sailing Camp
Reports from the campers have all been very positive. It was a packed week of activities along
with the experience of camping, sharing and cooperating together for a week. Thanks go to Mr
Sherman and Miss Worsley for their organisation and supervision of the camp for the week.
Rebuild Project
Progress continues with the Rebuild project. We are now at the point of
exploring options for space entitlements and seeing whether there may be
an improved layout for Option 3 which was part new and part renovation. A
revised plan is being developed for consideration by the Department.

Stadium Change Rooms
The contracts have been signed with Searle Bros to do the maintenance work on the stadium
change rooms. It is hoped that the contractors will begin to set up over the holidays then
commence the work early in term 2. As reported earlier, there will be some disruption around the
Stadium area. There will be sheds, portable work huts and security fencing in the area. We will still
be able to access the Stadium but the change rooms will not be available during the building stage.
Holidays
It has been an extremely busy term where students and the school has achieved
a considerable amount. It is time for a break. Have a wonderful Easter and a
relaxing school holidays and thanks for your support throughout term 1.

Principal’s Report
Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal
Check out Hopetoun
P-12 College
Facebook page

Principal’s Report
Big Breakfast
The Mallee turned on it’s beautiful weather for our annual Big Breakfast earlier this week. A large number of families
gathered at the front of the school to enjoy the flavours of bacon and eggs, toast, cereals and all the trimmings. It was
a very pleasant way to mark the start of a new school year.
The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new staff to the school community. Jess O’Loghlen and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We
also have a few known locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Support).
School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how
students are looking forward to 2021.
Importantly, also, parents took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.
Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast.
For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that we can all grow our brain and that, with effort, we can all
get better at everything we do.
The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on.
The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in joining the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17 th February.
Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.
Student Leaders
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and
Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be
holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented
with their badges.
Rebuild Update
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a
formality and signals the start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you updated when significant steps are taken throughout the year.
Stadium Change Rooms
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor
repair. Tenders have been called for repairs to the roof, replacement of floor coverings and painting throughout. It is
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.
Coming Up
We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’
events which we hold in term 1 each year. These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday
morning (Tuesday 9th), our annual school swimming sports (Thursday 11th February) and the Primary Cluster Swimming Sports (Friday 19th February).
Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10th February) followed by the Parents Club
meeting on Wednesday 17th February.
Fantastic Year
The planning and preparation is in place for all of us to have a wonderful, productive school year. We have a long
agenda in front of us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will continue to be supportive and active in our school community.
Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Weekly Student Awards
Well done to the following students for receiving

Students of the Week

Tahlia

Sophie

Maddie

For consistently applying
herself to her VCE subject.
She ensures that tasks are
completed, seeks feedback, and asks questions
to improve her content
knowledge.

For being helpful and
supportive to her peers
while on camp and
always having a positive
attitude.

For helping new
students to feel
welcomed and helping
them to settle in.

Keep it up, Sophie!

Good work, Maddie!

Policy Update
Digital Technologies Policy
This policy, applies to use of the internet, social media and digital devices. The Digital
Technologies Policy is a timely reminder of the need for everyone to use digital technologies
with extreme care.
Digital technologies provide students with rich opportunities to support their learning and
development in so many ways. It is more important than ever to be aware of the powerful
uses as well as the risks involved in the use of digital technologies. We currently use approved
platforms such as Compass, Webex, See Saw and Google to communicate with students and
parents.
All students have signed an ‘Acceptable Users Agreement’. This is a commitment by students,
and endorsed by parents, to use technology appropriately. Students using digital technologies
are expected to abide by our College values of respect, responsibility and team work.
Breaches of behavioural standards, the policy indicates, will involve a sanction consistent with
our Behaviour Management and Student Engagement and Wellbeing policies.
A copy of our Digital Technologies Policy is available on our website.

.
The Year 9 students had a swell time (excuse the pun) surfing and sailing. Kiara took to
the surfboard like a duck to water. She could be the next Layne Beachley according to
our surfing instructor Rob Moore (a Hopetoun High School graduate). The instructors at
the sailing school were most impressed with our students' attitudes and ability to quickly
learn the art of sailing. Although there were a few nervous moments as students
embarked on their maiden voyage, they have supported each other and demonstrated
growth mindsets. While the weather forecasts were not ideal, the expected rain and
strong wind did not arrive.

By Mr Sherman and
Miss Worsley

Year 3-6 Primary Prattle
We are off and racing, the Year 3-6 class have been getting fit. Every day they run two three laps of the oval as they prepare themselves for the beginning of term two. Our first
week back students will be involved in Cross Country representing their house team. Then in
week two, Prep-Year 6 will be off to Beulah to represent our school in Cross Country and
Winter sports. Please encourage your student to stay active over the holiday break. Please
do not forget if you do some reading over the holidays, record it in your diary.

This term in Art the Year 3-6 students have been learning about mosaics. They are very proud of
what they have created as it took a lot of time, perseverance and patience. They look absolutely
beautiful and you have shown how creative you can be. Well done!

All of the Primary Team would like to wish all our families a Safe and Happy Easter. We will see
you all back in term two.

Tracy Bound
Classroom Teacher

Reading Awards
Reading Awards are given
to students who have
reached milestones in
their nightly reading.
Congratulations to Sophie
on 50 nights of reading
and Ned on reading for 25
nights.

Year 10 Health
Today our Year 10’s finalised their learning of the names of the different bones in the human
body. The activity had two teams and the pictures of two full human bodies with their bones
faced down in the stadium. The teams had to run to a spot in the stadium where there was a
bone, stand on it, catch a bean bag thrown by a teammate outside of the basketball court and
catch it.
If they caught the bean bag, they could check what bone was underneath. If it was a bone they
did not have, they then rushed back to their team where they started to put together their
human body. If it was one, they already had, they had to
place it back down and start again to find the bone they
needed.

Year 7/8 Health
Yesterday students continued to do activities using the ‘Alcoholic Googles’ to understand the
effects any amount of alcohol can have on a human’s vision and motor skills. The students
played ‘Mario Kart’ to understand and see the effects alcohol has on driving.

Although it was not quite the same as driving a real car, the students could easily see how playing this game with motion controls and having to turn the controller like a steering wheel could
transfer over into real life. While they were playing, others had to record how many times they
crashed their car into other cars and also into fences. The numbers were scary!

