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Term 1 
 
 

 
 
 

MARCH 
 

Monday 8th March 
Labour Day Holiday 

 
 

Wednesday 10th - Friday 
12th March 

Cave Hill Camp Year 7/8 
 
 

Wednesday 10th March 
Principals Visit 

 
 

School Council Meeting 
 
 

Monday 17h March 
Parent Club Meeting  

@7-30pm Library 
 
 

Monday 22nd  -  Friday 26th 
March 

Year 9 Sailing Camp 
 
 

APRIL 
 

Thursday 1st April 
Whole School House       

Athletics  

 
 

Thursday 1st April 
Last Day of Term 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hopetoun P-12 College 

Phone 5083 3203        Fax 5083 3016                Email: hopetoun.p12@education.vic.gov.au 

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School 

 

WELLBEING DAY 

Bronte, Bonnie, and Seisia presenting a thank you card 
to Beautiful Minds Presenter, Georgina.  



 

 

 Principal’s Report 

Progress Report 
One of the outcomes liked by parents last year during Remote Learning was the regular Progress 
Reports. We have decided to continue with continuous reporting this year with a mid-term        
Progress Report. The reports cover attendance, communication, completion of work, assistance, 
behaviour, learning progress, effort and College values. They provide a snap shot of current        
attitudes, attendance and current achievement. The reports provide parents and carers with a 
brief mid-term update. We will continue with our normal reporting process of parent-teacher    
interviews, interim reports at the end of term 1, mid-year reports in June, interim reports at the 
end of term 3 and final reports in December. The Progress Reports will be distributed around week 
5-6 each term. This new structure means that you will receive some form of report every 5 weeks 
throughout the year as well as parent teacher interviews in term 1.   
The first Progress Report will be available on Compass from 10am tomorrow (Friday) morning. If 

you have any queries or concerns about the ratings on the Progress Reports, talk in the first        

instance, with your child then, if necessary, contact the school to arrange an interview with the 

teacher.  

 

Parent-Teacher Interviews 
While I am talking about reporting, it is almost time for our Parent-Teacher Interviews. These     
interviews are scheduled for Thursday 18th March, commencing at 3.40pm. Parent-Teacher        
Interviews, which usually include the student as well, provide an excellent opportunity to meet 
with the teacher and provide any information which will help students and their learning, as well 
as get a sense of current progress. 
Interviews are scheduled for 10 minutes hence need to be focused and productive. There will be 
10-minute blocks scheduled from 3.40pm through until 6.20pm. Please do not ask for a meeting     
before 3.40pm as teachers need a short break after school concludes.  
Bookings will be available on Compass next week.   

 

Swimming Sports 
A contingent of 22 swimmers ventured to Horsham earlier this week to compete in the Little      
Desert swimming sports. The team did exceptionally well, finishing second overall. There were 
many excellent individual performances and three of our relay teams also did well.                       
Congratulations to all who participated and did their best competing at this higher level of          
competitive swimming. 
 

Stadium Change Rooms 
A contract is just about to be let for the refurbishment of the stadium change rooms. Work will 

commence soon. We will lose access to the change rooms for a number of weeks however the   

upgrade will be worth waiting for.  

 

Next Week 
 A group of Principals will be visiting Hopetoun P-12 College next Wednesday          

(10th March). They will be visiting classrooms then having a network meeting. 
 Year 7-8 students will be heading off to camp next Wednesday to Friday. 
 School Council meets next Wednesday evening. This will be our change-over meeting 

for our new School Council.  
 

Mr Graeme Holmes 

Principal 

 

 

Check out Hopetoun  
P-12 College  

Facebook page 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjOrePU7vnPAhVGFJQKHaE1AGEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ft1.gstatic.com%2Fimages%3Fq%3Dtbn%3AANd9GcTUHFAdTFQF_-vEhZgtGE7EtXWbvXMPWbIWTY-f0uwg4jXep6Is&psig=AFQjCNF1paGo


 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
 

Big Breakfast 

The Mallee turned on it’s beautiful weather for our annual Big Breakfast earlier this week. A large number of families 
gathered at the front of the school to enjoy the flavours of bacon and eggs, toast, cereals and all the trimmings. It was 
a very pleasant way to mark the start of a new school year.  

The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new staff to the school community. Jess O’Logh-
len and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We 
also have a few known locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Sup-
port).  

School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how 
students are looking forward to 2021.  

Importantly, also, parents took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions 
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.  

Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast. 

For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset 
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that we can all grow our brain and that, with effort, we can all 
get better at everything we do.  

The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an 
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on. 

The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in join-
ing the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17th Feb-
ruary.   

Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.   

Student Leaders 
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and 

Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be 

holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented 

with their badges.   

Rebuild Update 
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a 
formality and signals the start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you up-
dated when significant steps are taken throughout the year. 

Stadium Change Rooms 
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor 
repair. Tenders have been called for repairs to the roof, replacement of floor coverings and painting throughout. It is 
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.   

Coming Up 
We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’ 

events which we hold in term 1 each year.  These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday 

morning (Tuesday 9th), our annual school swimming sports (Thursday 11th February) and the Primary Cluster Swim-

ming Sports (Friday 19th February). 

Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10th February) followed by the Parents Club 
meeting on Wednesday 17th February.  

Fantastic Year 

The planning and preparation is in place for all of us to have a wonderful, productive school year. We have a long 

agenda in front of us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will contin-

ue to be supportive and active in our school community.  

Mr Graeme Holmes 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework Club 
 

Students of Hopetoun P-12 College are      in-

vited to join us on Thursday afternoons, be-

tween 3.20 and 4.00pm, for supervised home-

work/study sessions.  

Primary students in Primary Classrooms and 

Secondary students in Room 5. The           em-

phasis is on quiet, individual study and so, no 

mobile phones are allowed. These sessions 

provide a good opportunity to     receive extra 

support.  

Fresh fruit snacks will be available! 

 

 

Hopetoun P-12 
Parents’ Club 

 

*Informal meetings once per term.       

*Next meeting -Wednesday 17
th
 March 

7.30pm in the library. 

*Everyone is more than welcome to come 
and share ideas that will benefit all our 

children.  We aim for 1 main       fundrais-
er each term with the proceeds going di-

rectly to purchasing items seen to be 
needed by staff, parents or the  student 

‘wish list’.   

 

*2021 Contacts:- 

President -Vanessa Glare  (0429 833 096) 

Secretary -Donna Horman  (0427 816 390) 

Treasurer -Goss Roberts  (0408 008 018) 

Parent Helpers 

Wanted for  

House Athletics 

 

If available            

Contact  

Mr. Anders 

                     5083 3203                   

April 1st,  

 2021 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Student Awards 

Well done to the following students for receiving  

Students of the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Policy Update  
Asthma Policy 
Asthma is a long term lung condition. People with asthma have sensitive airways in their 
lungs which react to triggers, causing a ‘flare-up’, often referred to as ‘an asthma attack’. 
Many young people have breathing difficulties and various symptoms. The Asthma Policy only 
applies to those students who have been medically diagnosed with asthma and have an   
Asthma Care Plan completed by the student’s medical practitioner. If the student has an  
Asthma Care Plan, parents must meet with school staff, provide a copy of the plan and agree 
on actions needed to be undertaken if an asthma attacks occurs at school. Refer to our    
Asthma Policy on our website for details.  

 

Instrumental Music 
Did you know that we offer instrumental music here at Hopetoun       

P-12 College? Yes, Mal Smith runs instrumental music classes on   

Tuesdays for students who wish to sign up to learn an instrument. The 

sessions are held during school time, they are free (except for a small 

deposit to use an instrument), and music is a great way to learn specialised 

skills.  

 

Bronte Michael 

For displaying a positive 
attitude towards her VCE 
subjects and within the 

school environment.   
Taking responsibility for 

her own learning, and for 
seeking assistance . 

Offering and being willing 
to assist her peers. 

 

Claire Oataway 

For completing her work 
efficiently and to a high 
standard.  Also going 

above and beyond with 
her homework and doing 
extra work to boost her 

learning. 

 

Good work Claire! 

 

Alynah Glare 

For outstanding          
leadership at the Cluster    
Swimming Sports and 

being a great role model 
for the younger students.  
Taking responsibility for 
her own swimming, as 

well as helping the 
younger students be   

organised for their races. 

 



 

 

 
Little Desert Secondary Swimming Sports Results  

Jonty Bellinger - Boys 18/20 Freestyle 50m 
 

MacKenzie Bellinger - Girls 17 Freestyle 50m, Girls 17 Backstroke 50m  
 

Jason Box - Boys 15 Breastroke 50m  
 

Declan Brown - Boys 16 Breaststoke 50m, Boys 16 Freestyle 50m 
 

Brooklyn Hallam - Girls 16/20 Freestyle 200m, Girls 12/20 Backstroke 100m,                                         

Girls 18/20 Backstroke 50m  
 

Rori Marshman - Girls 15 Butterfly 50m 
 

Bronte Michael - Girls 17 Breastroke 50m 
 

Abby White - Girls 16 Freestyle 50m, Girls 16 Backstroke 50m  

 

Macey Huf, Lana Horman, Issy Allan, Taya Horman - 12/14 Medley Relay 200m 
 

MacKenzie Bellinger, Brooklyn Hallam, Bronte Michael, Abby White -                      
Girls 17/20 Medley Relay 200m 

 
Issy Allan, Taya Horman, Kiara O'Reilly, Lana Horman - Girls 14 Freestyle Relay 200m   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

On Friday the 19th February four of the Year3-6 students attended the Primary Cluster Swim-

ming Carnival. Alynah and Hunter participated in the Individual Medley and the Gretna Green, 

while Levi and William participated in individual races. All students showed their skills and tried 

their best. Well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During Well being day the Year 3-6 students were excited to spend time with Mrs Decker. She 

taught them how to do quilling and make photo frames. All students were pleased with their 

efforts. Thank You Mrs Decker. We would also like to thank Maddie for getting us active in the 

morning and Rexanne for healthy eating creations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the past few months at Hopetoun P-12 College, staff have been work with Andrea Hillbrick 

on how to make learning visual. On Monday the 3-6 students were lucky enough to have a 

maths session with Mrs Hillbrick. She talked about estimation, making arrays and multiplication. 

If you are unsure what an array is, ask one of our budding mathematicians and I am sure they 

would be more than happy to show you. Students used dominoes, counters and grid paper to 

show their understanding of multiplication.  

 

Year 3 - 6 Primary Prattle 

Tracy Bound 

Classroom Teacher 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wellbeing Day 

Last Thursday, Hopetoun P-12 held a student Wellbeing Day. The focus was for students to 
think about their mental health as well as their physical health.                                 

There were sessions for the Secondary on Body Image/Self Esteem, Positive Self-Thinking, 
Making Friends, and Respectful Relationships. 

The Primary had an active session, learned about the Zones of Regulation, did a craft session 
and a Fun with Food session.  

All students continued with the Growth Mindset and the Parents’ Club provided a healthy 
lunch of salad wraps. 



 

 

  

 


