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MARCH 
 

Monday 8th March 
Labour Day Holiday 

 
 

Wednesday 10th - Friday 
12th March 

Cave Hill Camp Year 7/8 
 

Monday 17h March 
Parent Club Meeting  

@7-30pm Library 
 
 

Monday 22nd  -  Friday 26th 
March 

Year 9 Sailing Camp 
 
 

APRIL 
 

Thursday 1st April 
Last Day of Term 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hopetoun P-12 College 

Phone 5083 3203        Fax 5083 3016                Email: hopetoun.p12@education.vic.gov.au 

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School 

 

Student Representatives on 
School Council 

During Tuesday’s assembly, it was announced that Mackenzie 
Bellinger and Abby White would be student representatives 

on School Council. They will attend meetings, be put on a 
subcommittee each and be the student voice on council. 



 

 

 
Principal’s Report 

Wellbeing Day Today 
At the time of writing, our student wellbeing day is underway. This is a wonderful  
initiative which highlights the importance of physical and mental wellbeing as an  
integral part of student learning and overall health. It focuses on the importance we 
place on a well-rounded education and complements our already consistent and 
otherwise quiet approach to addressing social and  wellbeing issues. We have a   
special external provider helping us today – a group called Beautiful Minds. This 
team incorporates active as well as passive approaches to wellbeing and, working 
with the secondary students, focused on building image and self-regulation. 

We also included the next phase of learning about Growth Mindset. Today the     
students learnt more about the brain and the importance of taking a positive         
approach to learning. 

We are looking forward to student feedback on the day’s wellbeing program.  

If any parent is interested in joining our student wellbeing committee, please       

contact Miss Trudi Cook. The committee meets at 7.45am Tuesday mornings three 

times per term.  

Learning growth is an extremely important way of checking student learning. We 

expect at least one year’s learning growth for one year schooling. Our assessment 

program is now well underway to establish beginning data for measuring learning 

growth. Students have been involved in Progressive Achievement Tests (PAT) over 

the past days and some of our younger students have been involved in English       

assessments. We are just about ready to commence a range of intervention          

programs including Tutoring Learning Initiative, Middle Years Literacy and Numeracy 

and various ‘catch-up’ programs.  The Department of Education has provided         

additional funding to assist with the Tutor Learning Initiative which is allocated to 

schools to assist wherever there is a need to support students who may have     

struggled with Remote Learning.  

School Council Elections 
I am pleased to advise that the following parents, staff and students have 
been elected to School Council: 

Natasha Anderson, Jamie Frankel, Simon Cook, Ross Brown (all parent 
representatives), Nicki Bellinger and Rhiannon Smith (staff representatives) and   
MacKenzie Bellinger and Abby White (student representatives).  

These members join current members of Adrian Horman, Tom White, Amanda Cook, 
Maxine Wright, Harry McLean and Kate Watts.  

Our forthcoming School Council meeting (March 10th) will be our Annual General 

Meeting as well as change-over and election of office-bearers.  
 

Mr Graeme Holmes 

Principal 

Check out Hopetoun  
P-12 College  

Facebook page 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjOrePU7vnPAhVGFJQKHaE1AGEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ft1.gstatic.com%2Fimages%3Fq%3Dtbn%3AANd9GcTUHFAdTFQF_-vEhZgtGE7EtXWbvXMPWbIWTY-f0uwg4jXep6Is&psig=AFQjCNF1paGo


 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
 

Big Breakfast 

The Mallee turned on it’s beautiful weather for our annual Big Breakfast earlier this week. A large number of families 
gathered at the front of the school to enjoy the flavours of bacon and eggs, toast, cereals and all the trimmings. It was 
a very pleasant way to mark the start of a new school year.  

The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new staff to the school community. Jess O’Logh-
len and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We 
also have a few known locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Sup-
port).  

School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how 
students are looking forward to 2021.  

Importantly, also, parents took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions 
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.  

Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast. 

For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset 
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that we can all grow our brain and that, with effort, we can all 
get better at everything we do.  

The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an 
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on. 

The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in join-
ing the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17th Feb-
ruary.   

Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.   

Student Leaders 
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and 

Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be 

holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented 

with their badges.   

Rebuild Update 
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a 
formality and signals the start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you up-
dated when significant steps are taken throughout the year. 

Stadium Change Rooms 
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor 
repair. Tenders have been called for repairs to the roof, replacement of floor coverings and painting throughout. It is 
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.   

Coming Up 
We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’ 

events which we hold in term 1 each year.  These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday 

morning (Tuesday 9th), our annual school swimming sports (Thursday 11th February) and the Primary Cluster Swim-

ming Sports (Friday 19th February). 

Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10th February) followed by the Parents Club 
meeting on Wednesday 17th February.  

Fantastic Year 

The planning and preparation is in place for all of us to have a wonderful, productive school year. We have a long 

agenda in front of us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will contin-

ue to be supportive and active in our school community.  

Mr Graeme Holmes 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework Club 
 

Homework Club Will be starting in Week 4! 

Students of Hopetoun P-12 College are      

invited to join us on Thursday afternoons, 

between 3.20 and 4.00pm, for supervised 

homework/study sessions.  

Primary students in Primary Classrooms and 

Secondary students in Room 5. The           

emphasis is on quiet, individual study and 

so, no mobile phones are allowed. These 

sessions provide a good opportunity to     

receive extra support.  

Fresh fruit snacks will be available! 

 

Hopetoun P-12 
Parents’ Club 

 

*Informal meetings once per term.       

*Next meeting -Wednesday 17
th
 March 

7.30pm in the library. 

*Everyone is more than welcome to 
come and share ideas that will benefit all 

our children.  We aim for 1 main       
fundraiser each term with the proceeds 
going directly to purchasing items seen 

to be needed by staff, parents or the  
student ‘wish list’.   

 

*2021 Contacts:- 

President -Vanessa Glare  (0429 833 096) 

Secretary -Donna Horman  (0427 816 390) 

Treasurer -Goss Roberts  (0408 008 018) 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SML Primary Cluster  

Swimming Sports 

On Friday, 7 primary students 
went to the Hopetoun pool to 
compete in the Southern Mallee 
Lakes Swimming Sports. 

The highlight of the day was 
watching Alynah and Hunter  
compete in the Greta Green. The 
teams had to swim down to the 
deep end, get out, and then get 
dressed.  The boys had to dress 
in girls’ clothing and the girls, in 
boys’ clothing. They then have to 
swim fully clothed back to the 
other end. Both swimmers have 
to touch the wall before they are 
finished. Great teamwork Alynah 
and Hunter! 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Student Awards 

Well done to the following students for receiving  

Students of the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy Update  
Camping Policy 
The school’s camping program enables students to further their learning and social skills de-
velopment in a non-school setting.  Camps may have a cultural, environmental or outdoor 

emphasis and are an important aspect of the educational programs offered at 
our school. 

Camps and excursions can provide a valuable educational experience for our 
students which are complementary to their learning, as they provide access to 
resources, environments and expertise that may not be available in the class-
room. 

Aims: 
 To provide all children with the opportunity to participate in a sequential    

camping program. 
 To provide shared class experiences and a sense of group cohesiveness. 
 To reinforce and extend classroom learning. 
 To provide a program that delivers skills and knowledge that may lead to a     

lifelong involvement in worthwhile leisure pursuits. 
 To provide a program that promotes self-esteem, resourcefulness, independ-

ence, leadership, judgement, cooperation and tolerance. 

A copy of the College’s Camps and Excursions Policy is available on our website here.  

 

 

Sophie Frankel 

For always giving 100% 
effort in swimming      

classes and showing 
great perseverance. 

 

Way to go Sophie! 

Kaden Petschel  

For making an excellent 
start to his VCAL Studies 
and seeking assistance 
when required and for 

working well                  
independently on tasks. 

Super effort! 

Levi Sudgen 

For persevering in  
learning new concepts in 

Maths. 
 

Keep up the Good Work! 

 

https://hopetounp12.vic.edu.au/policies/


 

 

 
 

 

 

We have been writing about our pets, we hope you enjoying reading our writing.  
 

A special Time with Bell 

Bell is a kelpie. She is Mia’s dog Occus’ sister. I like playing with Bell. She 
likes running with me. I like Bell. She is 13 this year. I know how much   
longer Bell will live for. 

By George 

 

A Special Time with my Eight Chickens 

I play with my eight chicken. They love chasing me all around the pen. My 
eight chickens love veggies and fruit and also bread. I give my eight chickens 
cooked food. They never stop eating. They just love food. I love my eight 
chickens they are all the best. They are my favourite eight chickens that I 
feed. After school I pat my chickens. 

By Layne 
 

A Special Time with Jax 

My dogs name is Jax. Levi and I to play ball with him. Levi and I share the ball. 
Jax gets the ball for Levi and I. We can share the ball. He has some toys. He 
doesn’t eat food. Dad gives him bones and dry food. I like Jax but he doesn’t like 
the car. 

By Bella 

 

A Special Time With Occus 

Occus is a kelpie. She is George’s dog Bell’s sister. Occus just has an         
operation on her leg. She has always followed me. She likes to get on the 
trampoline with me and Miss, my other dog. I have had Occus my whole 
life. She has been by my side in the good times and the bad. Occus likes  
belly rubs from me, Summer and Ty. Occus loves food. She can’t always get 
what she wants. Occus is 12 this year. She is very old and tired.  

By Mia 
 

Albert likes to run away from me. The cat runs away from Albert. Albert is a medium 
sized dog. He can run really fast and hides around the water tank. 

By Braxton 

 

A Special Time with Joey. My dog Joey is a Kelpie. One day I went 
to the  tennis courts. Me and Harvey and Mum walked Joey. We took turns 
holding Joey. When it was Covid I got Joey. It was at night. Mum went to the 
shops to get some toys for Joey. Joey chews on the toys. Joey has lots of 
toys to play with.  

By Matilda 

 

Year Prep - 2 Primary Prattle 

Amanda Cook 

Classroom Teacher 



 

 

  

In STEAM class, the Year 8/9 group have doing cooking.  Each student was asked 

to bring in a family favourite recipe that the class will then share with their group 

 

Lana chose sticky date pudding as her signature dish. It is a family favourite passed down from 
an Aunty. Here is the recipe and a photo of the end product. Yum  

Sauce 

200gm brown sugar 

1/2 cup thick cream 

130gm butter 

1/2 tsp vanilla 

Pudding 

170gm dates-pitted and 
chopped 

1 tsp bi carb soda 

60gm butter 

2 eggs 

1/2 tsp vanilla 

170gm castor sugar 

170gm SR Flour (Sifted) 

Method 

1. Grease a muffin tray 

2. 2.  Turn oven onto 160 C 

3. Pour 300ml of water over dates in a 
small saucepan and bring to the boil 

4. Remove from the heat and add bi carb 
(will froth up) and leave to stand 

5. Cream butter and sugar, add eggs, 
small bits at a time, betting well after 
each addition 

6. Fold in flour 

7. Stir in gently the date mixture and   
vanilla 

8. With 2 spoons 3/4 fill muffin tray holes 

9. Bake in oven for 20 mins or until 
cooked.  Test with a skewer  

 

 

ICKY STICKY PUDDING 

Sauce 

1. Combine all ingredients in a sauce-
pan 

2. Slowly bring to boil over medium 
heat, stirring with a wooden spoon 

3. Optional—Pour a little sauce over 
the puddings and return to oven so 
sauce soaks in 

4. Serve additional sauce with the 
muffins.  Can serve with ice-cream. 


