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Friday 19th February 
Primary Cluster Swimming 
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Cave Hill Camp Year 7/8 
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Year 9 Sailing Camp 
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Last Day of Term 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hopetoun P-12 College 

Phone 5083 3203        Fax 5083 3016                Email: hopetoun.p12@education.vic.gov.au 

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School 

 

House Swimming 

On Thursday, with the heat turned up, Banksia and Yarrara faced off 
at the pool to see who would be the reigning champions of swimming 
for another year. It started on Monday with the 13 laps and ended 
with the bombing competition. Banksia battled hard but Yarrara came 
out on top to keep their bragging rights. 

Unfortunately, spectators weren’t allowed to be there, but it was great 
to see so many students dressed in their house colours and cheering 
on their teams.  



 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
 

Big Breakfast 

The Mallee turned on it’s beautiful weather for our annual Big Breakfast earlier this week. A large number of families 
gathered at the front of the school to enjoy the flavours of bacon and eggs, toast, cereals and all the trimmings. It was 
a very pleasant way to mark the start of a new school year.  

The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new staff to the school community. Jess O’Logh-
len and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We 
also have a few known locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Sup-
port).  

School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how 
students are looking forward to 2021.  

Importantly, also, parents took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions 
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.  

Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast. 

For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset 
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that we can all grow our brain and that, with effort, we can all 
get better at everything we do.  

The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an 
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on. 

The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in join-
ing the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17th Feb-
ruary.   

Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.   

Student Leaders 
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and 

Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be 

holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented 

with their badges.   

Rebuild Update 
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a 
formality and signals the start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you up-
dated when significant steps are taken throughout the year. 

Stadium Change Rooms 
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor 
repair. Tenders have been called for repairs to the roof, replacement of floor coverings and painting throughout. It is 
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.   

Coming Up 
We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’ 

events which we hold in term 1 each year.  These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday 

morning (Tuesday 9th), our annual school swimming sports (Thursday 11th February) and the Primary Cluster Swim-

ming Sports (Friday 19th February). 

Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10th February) followed by the Parents Club 
meeting on Wednesday 17th February.  

Fantastic Year 

The planning and preparation is in place for all of us to have a wonderful, productive school year. We have a long 

agenda in front of us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will contin-

ue to be supportive and active in our school community.  

Mr Graeme Holmes 

Principal 

 

 

Principal’s Report 

Leadership/Badges 

Thank You: Flexible Learning 

The sudden switch from face-to-face teaching and learning to Flexible 
Learning at home was a challenge which was handled well by all. The     
intent was to continue the VCE classes as well as possible as the students 
have their own computers, and provide learning materials for other year 
levels as there was insufficient time to distribute computers. Thank you to 

everyone for an outstanding effort in supporting the rapid transition. It is certainly great to be 
back at school with face-to-face teaching and learning and, despite what some may say, it appears 
as though the students are happy to be back in the classrooms. Staff are certainly happy to be face
-to-face again.  

Again, thanks for your help and support.   

Swimming Sports 

The weather was a little warm and blustery but this didn’t 
detract from the spectacle of our annual swimming sports 
last week. There were many outstanding performances 
throughout the day with a series of records being broken. 
Participation rates were high and there were many         
courageous swims throughout the day.  

A highlight, as usual, 
were the events where 
the young primary    
children raced, waded, 

swam and kicked across the pool. They gathered corks and re-
trieved disks from the bottom of the pool and generally had a 
good time.  

The inaugural ‘big splash’ competition was a highlight at the 
conclusion of the sports. The splash-off featuring Jonty, Jeffrey 
and Mr Sherman saw Jonty take out a narrow victory. Well 
‘bombed’ Jonty! 

Congratulations to Yarrara on a convincing win overall,        
however, all who swam and all who supported their teams 
were winners on the day.   

Mr Graeme Holmes 

Principal 

Check out Hopetoun  
P-12 College  

Facebook page 

School Council Elections 

Nominations are now open. The closing date has been extended due to school closure.  
The new closing date for nominations is Tuesday 23rd February, 2021. 

Vacancies  
             5 Parents 
             2 Staff 
             2 students 

Ring the office for nomination forms. 5083 3203 or text or email the 

school.  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjOrePU7vnPAhVGFJQKHaE1AGEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ft1.gstatic.com%2Fimages%3Fq%3Dtbn%3AANd9GcTUHFAdTFQF_-vEhZgtGE7EtXWbvXMPWbIWTY-f0uwg4jXep6Is&psig=AFQjCNF1paGo
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Policy Update  
Child Safety Policy 

 “At Hopetoun P-12 College we hold the care, safety and well-
being of children and young people as a central and               
fundamental responsibility of our school. Our commitment is 

drawn from our vision that Hopetoun P-12 College strives to meet the individual 
needs of all students in a cooperative learning community. The College promotes 
the values of respect, responsibility and teamwork to produce responsible and       
respectful citizens in a changing society.”   

We are committed to maintaining the safety and wellbeing of all children and young 

people enrolled in our school. We will continue to work with students, parents,    

carers and representatives to ensure any forms of abuse or neglect are addressed    

proactively.  Our Policy and commitment can be found on our website.  
 

 

 

 

Homework Club 
 

Homework Club Will be starting in Week 4! 

Students of Hopetoun P-12 College are      

invited to join us on Thursday afternoons, 

between 3.20 and 4.00pm, for supervised 

homework/study sessions.  

Primary students in Primary Classrooms and 

Secondary students in Room 5. The           

emphasis is on quiet, individual study and 

so, no mobile phones are allowed. These 

sessions provide a good opportunity to     

receive extra support.  

Fresh fruit snacks will be available! 

 

Sunsmart 
 

A reminder that 
Term 1 is a 

SunSmart term 
 

All students are 
to wear their hat 

while outside. 
 

Hats available at the    
office for sale $5-00   

 

Deepest sympathy to Darryl, Thaylor and Nathan, and Bailey on 
the passing of Noeleen. 

Hopetoun P-12 College 



 

 

 SPORTS NEWS – From Mr. Anders  

House Swimming Sports  

Last Thursday we had our house swimming sports, with some hot and windy conditions. The                
atmosphere and attitude amongst the students was extremely encouraging.  All students can certainly 
be proud of their efforts. Yarrara have reclaimed back the shield, defeating Banksia. A big thank you to 
Patti for her ongoing support and coaching, as well as to parents for assisting on the day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGE GROUP WINNER RUNNER UP 

Under 10 
Mixed  

Hunter Kelly 

 

 

Under 12 
Mixed 

Alynah Glare  

Under 14 Boys  Cody Frankel 
(YAR)  

Oliver Wood 

Under 14 Girls  Issy Allan Lana Horman 

Under 16 Boys  Declan Brown 
(BAN)  

Jason Box 

Under 16 Girls  Abby White Jacey Ferguson 

Under 20 Boys  Jonty Bellinger Jaiden Cook 

 

Under 20 Girls Brooklyn 
Hallam  

Mackenzie 
Bellinger 

EVENT NAME NEW RECORD 

13 laps Brooklyn Hallam 6:16 

U20 Girls Individual     Brooklyn Hallam 1:54:70 

U16 Boys Freestyle Declan Brown 18:00 

U20 Girls Breaststroke Brooklyn Hallam 26:67 

U16 Girls Backstroke Abby White 23:63 

U20 Boys Backstroke Ben McGee  23:10 

Yarrara 500 defeats Banksia 335 

Note: GWR Swimming is scheduled for March 19, in Horsham.  

New Records Set 
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Year 3 - 6 Primary Prattle 

Meet the Year 3-6 Class 

Top Row:  Jazmyn and Alynah 

Middle Row: Levi, Charlie, 
Kyran, Byron and Noah 

Bottom Row: William, Sophie, 

Hunter and Eden                                                                                                              

Hopetoun P-12 College     
Swimming Carnival Recount 

Hopetoun P-12 College went to swimming 
yesterday. Nearly everyone got a ribbon. 
William, Alynah, Hunter and I did free-
style, I came in second place.  I had a good 
day. 

By Levi 

Yesterday the whole school went to the 
pool for sport. There were lots of races 
like ping pong races, noodles races. Some 
people swim very fast. It was fun I got 
some ribbons. 

By Charlie  

Yesterday we had the swimming sports. 
First, we did the costume parade, then the 
high school did all their lap races. Before 
lunch we got to do some fun races across 
the pool. Next year I might be able to 
swim laps. 

By Sophie 

Yesterday we had swimming sports it was 
fun. Alynah and I got medals and lots of 
people got ribbons. My house Yarrara won 
the swimming. 

By Hunter 

 

 

On the 11th February Hopetoun P-12        
College had swimming sports. In the     
morning Banksia went to room 10 and    
Yarrara had to go to room 5. I got asked to 
go in two more events with the high school 
girls. 

When the meetings were finished the high 
school, kids walked to the pool while the 
primary students went on the bus.  

Once everyone was ready Yarrara did a 
walk around the pool in their costumes    
followed by Banksia. Then it was time to 
swim. I got four first ribbons only because I 
was versing myself. When it got to relay 
time, I had to swim with the Year 7&8 girls.  

At the end of the day we had a student, 
parent and teacher race. The teachers lost 
this year and the junior team came third 
and the teachers got fourth. We may have 
cheated but don’t tell the teachers. 

Once all the swimming was over, it was 
presentation time. I won a medal and    
ended up with 7 ribbons. Yarrara won again 
and I got to hold the shield. It was a very 
tyring but fun day. 

By Alynah 
Tracy Bound 

Classroom Teacher 


