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@7-30 Library 
 
 

Friday 19th February 
Primary Cluster Swimming 

Sports 
 

Thursday 25th February 
Wellbeing Day 

 
 

MARCH 
 

Monday 8th March 
Labour Day Holiday 

 
 

Wednesday 10th - Friday 
12th March 
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Hopetoun P-12 College 

Phone 5083 3203        Fax 5083 3016                Email: hopetoun.p12@education.vic.gov.au 

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School 

 

At assembly, Skye Hakopa was            
celebrated for participating in the       
Victorian High-Ability Program. Skye was 
selected by the Department of            
Education to take part in the English 
program, during which she completed 
10 weeks studying Dystopian texts. 

Congratulations! 

On Monday, the students swam 
their first race of the swimming 
sports - 13 laps, at the pool.  

Brooklyn Hallam set a new record 
for the girls, with a time of 6:16.  



 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
 

Big Breakfast 

The Mallee turned on it’s beautiful weather for our annual Big Breakfast earlier this week. A large number of families 
gathered at the front of the school to enjoy the flavours of bacon and eggs, toast, cereals and all the trimmings. It was 
a very pleasant way to mark the start of a new school year.  

The Big Breakfast was also a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new staff to the school community. Jess O’Logh-
len and April Wormsley are our new teachers, fresh from the metropolis. They join us to teach English and Maths. We 
also have a few known locals joining our staff – Rexanne Marshman (Wellbeing) and Katherine Cook (Education Sup-
port).  

School Vice-Captain, Kate Watts, welcomed our new students – Pearl, Saige, William and Eden and spoke about how 
students are looking forward to 2021.  

Importantly, also, parents took the opportunity after the Big Breakfast to join their children in information sessions 
about VCE and VCL arrangements for 2021.  

Two major priorities for 2021 were announced at the Big Breakfast. 

For our first priority, Mrs Trudi Cook announced the launch of our focus on Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset 
is the strong perception that we can all learn, that we can all grow our brain and that, with effort, we can all 
get better at everything we do.  

The second priority is a building focus. 2021 will be a year of planning for the rebuild of our school. It is an 
important time for decisions on what the $10.5m will be spent on. 

The Parents Club took the opportunity to display the work they do to support the College. Anyone interested in join-
ing the Parents Club can come along to the next meeting to be held in the library at 7.30pm on Wednesday 17th Feb-
ruary.   

Thanks go to Rexanne Marshman and her team of staff helpers in organising our Big Breakfast.   

Student Leaders 
We are currently in the process of electing new student leaders for 2021. We know our school captains (Harry and 

Kate). We are now electing Junior School Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains and SRC representatives. We will be 

holding our annual induction ceremony at assembly next Tuesday morning where student leaders will be presented 

with their badges.   

Rebuild Update 
A ‘start-up’ meeting was held last week to begin the formal process for our $10.5m rebuild project. The meeting was a 
formality and signals the start of 12 months of preparation and planning to get to the build stage. I will keep you up-
dated when significant steps are taken throughout the year. 

Stadium Change Rooms 
We have received a separate maintenance grant to refurbish the Stadium change rooms which have slipped into poor 
repair. Tenders have been called for repairs to the roof, replacement of floor coverings and painting throughout. It is 
anticipated that the maintenance will be done over the forthcoming holidays.   

Coming Up 
We have a series of important events coming up over the next few weeks. Most of these are our usual ‘start-up’ 

events which we hold in term 1 each year.  These events include our badge ceremony at assembly next Tuesday 

morning (Tuesday 9th), our annual school swimming sports (Thursday 11th February) and the Primary Cluster Swim-

ming Sports (Friday 19th February). 

Further, we have our monthly School Council meeting (Wednesday 10th February) followed by the Parents Club 
meeting on Wednesday 17th February.  

Fantastic Year 

The planning and preparation is in place for all of us to have a wonderful, productive school year. We have a long 

agenda in front of us to continue improving our school and we are hopeful that each and every one of you will contin-

ue to be supportive and active in our school community.  

Mr Graeme Holmes 

Principal 

 

 

Principal’s Report 

Leadership/Badges 

It was great to have Acting Sergeant Anna Lake at school assembly on Tuesday. Acting Sergeant Lake spoke 

to the students about leadership and about taking up opportunities and taking on responsibilities        

whenever the choices arose. Ms Lake then handed the badges of office to our 2021 school leaders. It was a 

formal ceremony where our new Junior School Captain, Alynah Glare, was announced and badges were 

handed to bus captains, SRC representatives and House Captains. Congratulations to all of the students 

who have taken on these responsibilities. I am confident that they will all fulfil their obligations as well as 

shine in their roles.   

Rebuild 

We held an informal Rebuild meeting earlier this week to establish the parameters around space             
entitlements and the best way forward in the planning process. Considerable work has been done 
by our  architects on analysing and plotting space entitlements and mapping that across onto our 

current facilities.   David Nock, our architect from 1:1 architects is currently developing options based 
around three different designs. We are now in the master planning phase of our Rebuild program hence 
some ‘blue sky’ thinking is being applied to come up with some scenarios. School Council was updated last 
night on our progress to date and has established a broad timeline for the project. 

We have established our 2021 Student Rebuild Committee. This group of students will be involved heavily 

in the consultation process and will be a conduit between school leadership and the student body. The 

members are MacKenzie Bellinger (Year 11), Abby White (Year 10), Kiara O’Reilly (Year 9) and Maddi      

Castleman (Year 8).    

Thanks 

We would like to thank the contribution which Julie Grace has made to College Council. Julie has been 

heavily involved in Council matters for many years and she has been an active member of various           

committees, notably the Policy Committee. Julie has also been the Parents Club representative and has 

worked at many school working bees. Her careful preparation, logical ideas and attention to detail will be 

missed. Thanks, also, to Liam Price for his contribution to Council and we wish him well at his new school.   

Mr Graeme Holmes 

Principal 

Check out Hopetoun  
P-12 College  

Facebook page 

School Council Elections 

Nominations are now open for the Hopetoun P-12 College Council. The College Council is the              
policy-making body for the College and has significant responsibilities in monitoring and managing 
school    finances. Council also has responsibilities for maintaining buildings and grounds and for general            
improvements across the College. Council is an important body which actively works to improve all    
facets of the school.  

School Council meets on the second Wednesday of the month. Usually the Council meeting is preceded 
by sub-committee meetings. There are four sub-committees of Council – Finance, Grounds and        
Buildings, Policy and Canteen. Councillors are members of at least one of these committees. 

Our College Council will have an important consultative role this year throughout the Rebuild project.    
It is an exciting time to be on Council. 

The retiring members are: 

Simon Cook, Jamie Frankel, Ross Brown, Natasha Anderson, Julie Grace and MacKenzie Bellinger 
(student representative). Simon, Jamie, Ross and Natasha are all eligible for renomination, as is           

MacKenzie (as student representative). Retiring staff members are Liam Price and Nicole Bellinger.    
Nicki is eligible for renomination. 

Hopetoun P-12 College currently has 5 parent vacancies, 2 staff vacancies and 2 student representative 

vacancies. Nomination forms are available upon request from the school office or pick one up at school. 

Nominations close on Thursday 18th February, 2021.   

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjOrePU7vnPAhVGFJQKHaE1AGEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ft1.gstatic.com%2Fimages%3Fq%3Dtbn%3AANd9GcTUHFAdTFQF_-vEhZgtGE7EtXWbvXMPWbIWTY-f0uwg4jXep6Is&psig=AFQjCNF1paGo
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Hopetoun P-12 
Parents’ Club 

 

*Informal meetings once per term.       

*Next meeting -Wednesday 17th Feb 
@7.30pm in the library. 

*Everyone is more than welcome to come 
and share ideas that will benefit all our chil-
dren.  We aim for 1 main fundraiser each 
term with the proceeds going directly to 
purchasing items seen to be needed by 
staff, parents or the student ‘wish list’.   

 

*2021 Contacts:- 

President -Vanessa Glare  (0429 833 096) 

Secretary -Donna Horman  (0427 816 390) 

Treasurer -Goss Roberts  (0408 008 018) 

 

Swimming Program 
 

Primary (P-6) Wednesday Pd 5 & 6 

                       Thursday Pd 5 & 6 

Year 7/8      Friday Pd 3 & 4 

Year 9/10       Monday Pd 5 & 6 

VCAL       Thursday Pd 4 

Homework Club 
 

Homework Club Will be starting in Week 4! 

Students of Hopetoun P-12 College are      

invited to join us on Thursday afternoons, 

between 3.20 and 4.00pm, for supervised 

homework/study sessions.  

Primary students in Primary Classrooms and 

Secondary students in Room 5. The           

emphasis is on quiet, individual study and 

so, no mobile phones are allowed. These 

sessions provide a good opportunity to     

receive extra support.  

Fresh fruit snacks will be available! 

 

 

Sunsmart 
 

A reminder that 
Term 1 is a 

SunSmart term 
 

All students are 
to wear their hat 

while outside. 
 

Hats available at the    
office for sale $5-00   

Students will need to 
bring Sunsmart        

swimwear, towel and 
goggles (if needed). 

 

Some boys may require 
a change of underwear if 

they swim with jocks  
under their swimmers. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SCHOOL LEADERS ANNOUNCED AT ASSEMBLY 

Primary House Captain     
Alynah with Acting Sergeant 

Anna Lake 

Banksia Captains: Skye and 
Ben. Vice Captains: Seisia 

and Geoffrey.  
Junior Captain: Jazmyn    

(absent) 

Yarrara Captains:  Brooklyn 
and Jonty. Vice Captains:    

Mackenzie and Harry  (absent) 
Junior Captain, Alynah 

Bus Captains: Bronte, Bonnie, 
Billy, Issy, Abby and Molly.  
Deklin and Harry (absent)  

Year 12 Class: Skye, Kate,      
Brooklyn, Krystal, Ben and Jonty, 

Harry (absent)  

           SRC Representatives SRC Executives:  
Vice President - Krystal  
President  - Brooklyn  
Secretary  - Bronte   
Treasurer  - Abby  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Student Awards 

Well done to the following students for receiving  

Students of the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

In STEAM class, the Year 8/9 group have been   
doing cooking. Each student was asked to bring in 
a family favourite recipe that the class will then 
share with the group.  

This week’s recipe was supplied by Rori. 

Choc-Oat-Chip Cookies 

1 cup butter  1 1/4 cups brown 
sugar 

1/2 cup sugar  2 eggs  

2Tbsp milk  2 tsp vanilla 

1 3/4 cups flour 1 tsp baking soda 

1/2 tsp salt  2 1/2 cups rolled oats 

2 cups chocolate chips 

Preheat oven to 190. Beat butter, and sugars 
until creamy. Add eggs, milk and vanilla, beat 
well. Add flour, soda and salt. Mix well. Stir in 
oats and choc chips, mix well. Drop by round-
ed spoonful's onto ungreased baking sheets. 
Bake 9-10 min for chewy cookie, 12-13 min 
for crisp ones. Cool 1 min on sheet. 

Saige Seddon 

For quickly fitting into her 
new school and     

demonstrating respect for 
peers, responsibility for 

her learning and a 
LARGE amount of       

enthusiasm. 
 

Keep it up Saige! 

 

Pearl Nutting 

For carefully listening to 
instructions and taking 
responsibility for her 

work.  You have quickly 
become a valued     

member of our class. 

 

Well done, Pearl! 

 

Neha Kovoor 

For taking responsibility 
for her learning,           

approaching it with       
enthusiasm, and being 

respectful to her teachers 
and peers.   

 

Fantastic work, Neha! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been writing holiday recounts, we hope you enjoy 
reading about our holidays. 

On Christmas, I was bursting with excitement when I saw   
Santa has gotten me a mountain bike. It was pink, purple and 
white. During Christmas lunch, I played with Nan’s crayfish 
sticks on my fork. I had 14 prawns. I got my dogs a blanket and 
stretchy lead. Aunty Shae come home from Horsham with 
Lunchbox the dog and the guinea pigs Tickly and Rainbow. 
They are very fluffy and have long hair.  

Next, I went to the lake. I played with George, Matilda and 
Harvey. George and I went to the BMX track. I went behind the 
boat on the kneeboard and the biscuit with Denim, Ava, 
George and Madden. My Mum talked to her friends on New 
Year’s Eve. All the kids got glow sticks and sparklers. It was so 
much fun. We all played until 12am. 

Next, Mum and I went to Mildura and stayed at Summer and 
Ty’s house and swam in their pool. We went to  Mildura for 
Ty’s 15th birthday. He had a chocolate ice cream cake, it was so 
delicious. The next day my Mum, Summer and I went to 
Mildura Sports Power to get my new pink shoes. Summer 
picked out my shoes. I love to wear them. 

Next, we went to Swan Hill. We stayed at a hotel that had a 
pool. Policemen were staying there too. We went to the    
Pioneer Settlement. I got to watch butter be made and got a 
harmonica. I went in a really old car and a horse with a       
carriage. I got to see a blacksmith make horse shoes.  

By Mia 

Early Christmas morning I woke and crept into the lounge 
room to see if Santa had been. I ran up the hall and into     
Marley room to wake her up. We ran back down to the lounge 
room and peeked at all of the presents. It was really fun    
opening presents. I got a remote control car. I charged it up. I 
drove it up a ramp and flipped it over. I saw my cousins Jasper 
and Zander. They stayed for 2 days. When they left I finally got 
to fly my plastic drone. I went to Bright. The first thing I did 
was get changed and jump in the pool. I went to the splash 
park.  

By Ned 

It was a long trip to Nan and Pop’s but I was so excited to see 

my family. I got out to say hi and catch up. I played a game 

called Dot with my cousins. After that, Pop made us 

milkshakes. I had a chocolate milkshake. On Christmas     

morning we opened up our presents. My favourite presents 

was an iPad, it was gold with glitter. We watched Netflix on 

our TV in the school holidays.  

By Bella  

On Christmas I was bursting with excitement to open my   
electric scooter. 

I had already opened all of my presents. The night after    
Christmas, I went to George’s house. His house has a pool. I 
swam in the pool and picked up sinkers off the bottom. I had a     
sleepover at George’s.  

I went to Ocean Grove. I stayed at a cabin. My caravan park 
had a pool. I had fun swimming. I went to the Baulch’s.  I went 
to a park. It was a water park. I went to Adventure Park. I had 
a sleepover at the Baulch’s.  

By Matilda 

On Christmas Charlie, Kelsey and I asked mum and dad if 
we could open our presents to play with them. I was so 
happy that I got to open lots of Lego. I made the lego  
dragon straight away when I woke up. I got new clothes 
and pencils. We had a big bowl of ice cream at my Nan and 
Pop’s house. Charlie and I got to go in the tractor with dad 
to move the dead kangaroo, so the cows could have more 
room. Dad put the hay in the pen and pop moved the cows 
into the pen. We had hotdogs for dinner with cheese and 
tomato sauce too. On the next day I played with our old 
toys. My favourite old toy was the toy monster truck, but 
it was so sad that Charlie broke it. I said Charlie lets share 
the toy and then Charlie played with the car with the 
horse trailer and I played with the horses. So we shared 
the old toys. It was fun playing with them. 

By Layne  

My family opened presents after breakfast. I got a netball 
and played with it. After that we had fun with water    
balloons.  

By Brianna 

On the holidays Mum and Dad and Nathaniel went to 
Pop’s house. Frist we went to Antoinette’s house. We 
played connect four. 

By Nathaniel 

On Christmas, I got a really cool BMX. I was very happy 
that I got one. I rode my BMX around the house it was fun. 
I also got a bike ramp. I wasn’t scared to ride over it. Next I 
took the caravan to the lake. I went behind the boat on 
the skis. It was fun. I road my BMX at the lake. I rode to a 
BMX track. I jumped the ramp. It was fun. Then I road 
back. In Adelaide I swam in the pool. It was deep. I did a 
bomb in it, and went on a water slide. On my birthday we 
went to a bigger water park. We went down a big water 
slide. I went really fast. It was exciting, I am looking       
forward to my next holidays. 

By George 

I was excited to open my presents. I got a big orange   
double gun, we had a small family lunch on Christmas day. 
After lunch I played. 

By Braxton 

On Christmas day I opened presents with my Nan and 
Aunty Fiona in Hopetoun. I got a cat bag and a drink bottle 
with my speaker. I got two Elsa dolls, one is Anna, they 
sing. I went to Mum and Dad’s place we had a party with 
chocolate cake. I had a great time with my family over the 
holidays and would like to see them again sometime soon.  

Pearl  

 

Year P - 2 Primary Prattle 

Amanda Cook 

Classroom Teacher 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sport 2021 

Sport is back! This year we will be hosting different roles for different sports, 

such as setting up equipment, making teams and making a ladder. This is called 

SEPEP (Sports Education in Physical Education Program). Today we started our 

netball competition that consists of three teams called Pussy Cats, Smarties and 

the Lightning. It was very hot and humid in the stadium, but all three teams 

battled hard for both periods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 Played Won Loss Points  For Against Percentage 

Pussy 
Cats 

3 3 0 12  26 5 520.00 

Lightning 2 1 1 4  11 16 68.75 

Smarties 3 0 3 0  9 25 36.00 



 

 

 

 

 
 
Policy Update 

 

Bullying Prevention Policy 
Hopetoun P-12 College is committed to providing a safe and respectful 
learning environment where bullying will not be tolerated.  

Bullying occurs when someone, or a group of people, deliberately and 
repeatedly upset, harass, intimidate, threaten or hurt another person or damage 
their property, reputation or social acceptance. There is an imbalance of power in 
incidents of bullying, where the bully or bullies have more power than the victim 
due to their age, size, status or other reasons. 

Bullying may be direct or indirect, physical or verbal, and includes cyberbullying. 
Bullying is not a one-off disagreement between two or more people or a situation 
of mutual dislike. In this Policy any reference to ‘bullying’ includes all forms of bul-
lying including cyberbullying. 

A copy of our Bullying Prevention Policy is available on our website. 

. 

 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school 
trips, camps and sporting activities. 

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card,    
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, 
you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and   
refugee families. 

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students and $225 for        
eligible secondary school students. Payments are made direct to the school to use towards 
expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an          
application form this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 

If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 50833 203 
and ask for an application form. 

You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the 
Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page. 

Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the 
school office as soon as possible. 

https://hopetounp12.wordpress.com/policies/

