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Congratulations
Grade 6 Graduates

Term 4
Wednesday 27th January
Teachers Commence
No Students
Thursday 28th January
Pupil Free day
No Students
Friday 29th January
All students commence
except for VCAL students
who will commence work
placement
School Buses will commence
today

Oliver, Esther and Claire celebrated their Grade 6 graduation on Monday with a
beautiful luncheon held in Room 10. Prior to the traditional ‘cutting of the cake’,
each student was presented with an engraved pen to signify their time in Primary
school. We congratulate our Grade 6’s on completing their Primary education and
wish them all the best for 2021.
Hopetoun P-12 College
Phone 5083 3203

Fax 5083 3016

Email: hopetoun.p12@education.vic.gov.au

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School

Principal’s Report
Awards Ceremony
Congratulations to all of the students who received recognition at our Awards Ceremony yesterday. It was a somewhat different ceremony as it was held in Room 10 and streamed via Webex to parents, families and friends. Nevertheless the changed circumstances did not detract from the formality and significance of the occasion. We had Jessie
Holmes, CEO Yarriambiack Shire, Councillor Andrew McLean and Mayor, Graeme Massey as official guests who, along
with School Council President, Jamie Frankel, handed out most of the Awards. The ceremony was hosted by school
captain, Tegan Frankel and ably assisted by Flynn Grace. Congratulations to all of the awardees and I would also like
to acknowledge all of our students, whether they received an award or not, on their endeavour, perseverance and
resilience during a difficult year.
Graduation
Congratulations to our four Grade 6 students on their graduation earlier this week. Clair Oataway, Esther Kelly, Oliver Wood and

Xander Davis all completed their grade 6 program and have graduated to move into secondary school next year.
Visit by Minister Merlino and MLA, Ali Cupper
The Mallee turned on a hot and blustery day for Mr Merlino and Ms Cupper to visit on Monday afternoon. Mr Merlino, Minister for Education visited our school to officially announce the injection of $10.5 million to upgrade and modernise our school infrastructure. Mr Merlino noted the current poor standard of our Food Technology room and Science rooms and indicated that he is pleased that his government is able to fund the upgrades. He is looking forward
to see the plans and then hopes to be able to attend the turning of the first sod, possibly in November next year.
Ms Ali Cupper accompanied the Minister. Ali, MLA for Mildura, has been advocating on our behalf for upgrading our
facilities ever since she was elected in 2018. Ali was pleased that the funding has been approved and she is looking
forward to following the progress of our rebuild.
It was pleasing to note the way in which our students welcomed the visitors and provided a guided tour of our facilities. Flynn Grace provided an in-depth brief on the development and purpose of the feedlot as they did a tour of the
sheep pens and Flynn provided a wonderful overview of the VCAL program. MacKenzie Bellinger and Abby White then
gave our guests a guided tour of the main building. Mr Merlino was fascinated by the old slow combustion stove in
the Food Tech room. MacKenzie and Abby highlighted the poor state of the facilities and convinced Mr Merlino that
he had made the right decision in funding an upgrade to our school. Then, after speeches, and many guesses by our
students to Mr Merlino’s questions, Tegan closed the visit by thanking the Minister and Ms Cupper for attending. A
special interlude was when Mr Merlino, unable to attend our Awards day, was called upon to present an award to a
high achieving student. Mr Merlino presented Mali Horman with the GWM Water ’High Achiever’ Award.
Overall, it was a positive and uplifting visit by the Minister and sets the scene for the work facing us next year to draft
plans for the upgrade and modernisation of our school.
Starting Arrangements for 2021
Wednesday 27th January 2021 - Teachers commence – no students.
Thursday 28th January 2021 – Pupil-free day – no students.
Friday 29th January 2021 – all students commence except for VCAL students who will commence work
placements. School buses will commence today.
Staff Changes for 2021
Following on from last week’s announcements, I would like to inform you that Katherine Cook will be joining our staff
here at Hopetoun P-12 College next year. Katherine will be working as an Education Support Officer whilst she studies
a certificate III in Education Support. Welcome Katherine.
Student Reports
Student reports were distributed yesterday after the Awards Ceremony. If you have any queries regarding the reports, ring the College and make an appointment to speak to the teacher. The annual school magazine, Golden Plains
was also handed out yesterday to families who ordered a copy. The magazine is a great record of the year that was.
Finally
Thank-you for your support of Hopetoun P-12 College throughout 2020. It has been a very different year to what we
are all used to but a year where we continued to progress. Remote Learning for almost two terms changed so many
aspects of schooling yet, with your cooperation and support and with your assistance at home during the remote
learning phases, our students continued to progress. Thank you for everything you have done for your child or
children and for your support of Hopetoun P-12 College.
I hope you have an enjoyable festive season and a wonderful holiday.
Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Check out Hopetoun
P-12 College
Facebook page

Minister Merlino Visit
Minister for Education James Merlino and Independent member Ali Cupper visited the college on
Monday to officially announce the college funding of
$10.5 million for transformational upgrade and
modernisation of the college.
After having a tour of the VCAL feedlot with Flynn
and Tegan, Mr Merlino was shown the food tech and
science rooms by MacKenzie and Abby. “Money well
invested” was the quote of the day from Mr Merlino
after seeing the condition of the rooms.
When addressing the students, Mr Merlino stated
the beginning of the build should commence in
November 2021.

Best of luck to our departing staff
This year we farewell Anne Robertson, Tom Huf, Kirsty Robinson
(absent) and Liam Price from the
College.
Anne has retired and hopes to travel
(if she is ever allowed), Tom intends
to continue with IT work, Kirsty is
returning to Ballarat and Liam has
accepted a teaching position at
Horsham College.
All four staff members will be sadly
missed but we thank them for their
contribution to the College and wish
them well in their new ventures.
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2021 CALENDAR: Term 1
Friday 29th January
First day of term
Tuesday 2nd February
Big Breakfast
Wednesday 10th February
School Council meeting
Thursday 11th February
College swimming sports
Friday 19th February
Primary cluster swimming
sports
Thursday 25th February
Wellbeing Day

Parent's Club
Thank you to everyone who has helped out
with Parents Club this year.
We look forward to a more active year in
2021 where we can work on providing funds
for the SRC wish list and work alongside staff
and students at special school events.
Thanks to everyone for adding supplies to
the grocery hamper again this year and selling tickets. Congratulations to the winner,
Kate Lucas.
This year the parents club continued to support the SRC with the purchasing of new furniture for the caf upgrade.

Anyone interested in finding out more about
Parents Club is welcome to chat with us at
the Big Breakfast at the beginning of the
year.

Monday 8th March
Labour Day Public Holiday
Wednesday 10th March
School Council meeting
Thursday 11th - Friday 12th
March
Year 7/8 Cave Hill camp
Monday 22nd - 26th March
Year 9 Sailing Camp
Thursday 1st April
College Athletic sports
Last day of term

