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Step Up

Friday 4th December
Last Day for Year 10’s
Tuesday 8th December
Statewide Orientation Day
Wednesday 9th December
School Council meeting
Wednesday 9th - Friday
11th December
Prep - Yr 9 Billabong Ranch
Camp
Monday 14th December
Grade 6 Graduation
Tuesday 15th December
Awards Ceremony
Wednesday 16th December
P - 6 Christmas Party
@lunchtime
Last day for students

Billy and Jobe, with Mr Sherman, participated in Step Up this week, spending their
time in the VCAL classroom. Step Up gives all students currently in Years 7-10,
the opportunity to experience, prepare and understand the expectations of their
classes in 2021.
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Principal’s Report
Step Up
It seems a little strange. After 12 months of seeing students in a year level all of a
sudden for one week of the year they suddenly ‘step up’ into the next year level. It
becomes a little hard to remember who is in which year level. Nevertheless, our
annual Step Up program has been seamless with the students mastering the new
timetable and managing to adapt quickly to the changes. It is pleasing to see that
students are taking the week of Step Up seriously and are starting to get an
understanding of the workload and expectations for next year’s subjects.
Tomorrow (Friday 4th December) will be the last day in their new classes and they
will revert to their 2020 year levels next week. Again, a challenge to remember but
certainly achievable. Tomorrow is also the last day for our current (2020) Year 10
students.
Next Week = Camp Week
The first two days next week will be activities for secondary students and normal classes for the primary
students. Tuesday will be state-wide orientation day where kinder moves to prep for the day, Year 2 moves
into the Grade 3-6 class and Grade 6 move into the Year 7 class for the day.
The highlight next week, however, will be Billabong Ranch, Echuca. Students from Prep to Year 9 will be
attending the three-day camp which offers many exciting activities. Orienteering, horses, bungee
trampoline, pedal boats and camel rides are a few of the many activities on offer at the camp. After many
months of ‘lock-down’ and no opportunity to attend camps or excursions this camp will be a wonderful
way to end the school year.
Awards Ceremony
Our annual Awards Ceremony will be held on Tuesday 15th December in room 10 here at school. Due to
COVID-19 restrictions we have had to change venues and use room 10 for this event. Unfortunately
parents and carers will not be able to attend the celebration. We will stream the event through Webex for
those who may be able to watch and we will record the awards for accessing at a later time. Despite the
changed location the prestige of the awards will not be diminished and due recognition for our achievers
will be observed. I hope that you will be able to join us via Webex from 1.30pm on Tuesday 15th for the
Awards Ceremony.
Progress on $10.5m Upgrade
We are continuing to work on the requirements for accessing and using the promised funding. It will be a
long, slow process but well worth the effort in the long-run. The three architect companies are currently
preparing their submissions for the selection panel. Submissions are due tomorrow. A panel comprising the
VSBA, Region and members from our school will interview the three applicants next Wednesday afternoon.
The appointment of an architect for our project will follow shortly after the interviews are completed.
School Council Meeting
Our final meeting of School Council for the year will be held next Wednesday evening. It will be a face-toface meeting and will consider the 2021 cash budget, the Annual Implementation Plan for 2021 and will be
updated on progress of our rebuild.
Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Check out Hopetoun
P-12 College
Facebook page

Please take note of changes due to Covid restrictions

Awards Ceremony
Tuesday 15th December
9.00am All students from Prep - Year 12 are expected at school
9.15am Awards Ceremony practice will commence

10.40am Recess
11.00am Activities
12.50pm Lunch
1.30pm Awards Ceremony commences in Room 10
3.10pm School dismissal
Awards Ceremony will be streamed via Webex live for parents and
guardians to watch and recorded for viewing at your convenience

To Give Away

Piano
All enquires to
Sandra or Nicki

Weekly Student Awards
Well done to the following
students for receiving

Students of the Week

Skye Hakopa

Brianna Windley

For continually
demonstrating the college
values. Skye has shown
terrific responsibility when it
comes to her own learning
and consistently works well
in teams, helping out her
peers when they needed it.

For consistently displaying
all three values, respect,
responsibility and teamwork.
Brianna listens carefully to
instructions, is friendly
towards her peers and
works extremely hard to
produce her best work.

Well done Skye, you are a
great role model.

Great work Brianna, you
should be very proud of
yourself.

Policy Update

Cyberbullying Prevention Policy

A recent survey of our students indicated that some felt as though they were
subject to some form of mild or greater levels of cyberbullying so it is timely to
remind everyone about our Cyberbullying Prevention Policy.
Cyberbullying is where bullying is carried out through an internet service, such as
email, chat room, discussion group or instant messaging or through mobile phone
technologies such as SMS. Cyber bullying can be very destructive and will not be tolerated at
any level, and serious consequences exist for students who choose to bully others. We have
strategies in place to educate students on the dangers of cyberbullying. We also have
preventative measures in place to guard students against inappropriate use and unwanted
access to websites. If cyberbullying occurs, police are notified along with other agencies to
investigate and identify perpetrators and to provide support for anyone who is a target of
cyberbullying.
Our policy is available on our website.

Primary Prattle Year Prep – 2
Swimming
We went to swimming on the bus to yesterday. I went in the big pool. I had fun playing Ring a
Rosie and floating.
By Nathaniel
The Hopetoun Swimming Pool
On Monday and Wednesday Prep - 6 went to the Hopetoun Swimming Pool. We had a lot of
fun. Lots of teachers came to the pool. Mr Price drove us to the pool in a little van. We played
Ring a Ring a Rosie. On Wednesday we were in groups, each group started with a different
teacher. It was very cold when I got out of the pool. We did freestyle and backstroke. It was
very fun in the pool.
By Sophie
At swimming I grabbed the disc. My favourite thing was Ring a Rosie.
By Brianna
On Monday and Wednesday the Primary Unit went swimming in the Hopetoun
Swimming Pool. We went on a bus. When we got changed into our swimming
clothes we hopped in into the pool. We picked up the discs and we dived under
the water.
By Ned
Yesterday we went to the swimming pool in Hopetoun to learn and play games.
By George
On the 2nd of December the Primary Unit went to the swimming pool and me, Nathaniel and
Brianna did Freestyle. Then Mr Price threw discs and we played Ring a Rosie. We went to
the Hopetoun Swimming Pool. We had lots of fun at the swimming pool.
By Aliana
The Pool
The pool had a slide. We went to the pool in the bus yesterday. Seven teachers helped me swim. We went to the
Hopetoun Pool.
By Matilda
Hopetoun Junior Swimming
Yesterday Hopetoun P-12 Primary Unit went to the pool. We got to the pool on a bus. The teachers that went were
Miss Cook, Mr Price, Mrs Bound, Cathy and Miss Bull. We practised pool safety and
played fun games like Ring a Ring a Rosie. We did it in case any of us wanted to be
a lifeguard. We had a great time at the pool.
By Mia
Hopetoun Junior Swimming
On Monday and Wednesday I went to the pool so that I could do some activities at
the pool. We had so much fun.
By Layne
Yesterday we went in a bus and we got out of the bus at the pool. The Hopetoun P-12 college P- 6 students went.
We swam. My favourite thing was the kickboards.
By Bella
When I went swimming I was floating.
By Braxton

Ms. Amanda Cook
Prep — Year 2 Classroom Teacher

Congratulations to the 2020 Year 12’s on their graduation.
We wish them all the best for their future.

Thank you Madi!
Year 7 student Madi Castleman received a
certificate of thanks today from the college
and Foodbank Victoria. Every morning Madi
volunteers at our Breakfast Club, assisting
Cathy with cooking toast and preparing
breakfast for the younger students. Madi has
been a terrific asset in the mornings and has
displayed our three values, respect,
responsibility and teamwork while helping out.
Thank you Madi, we appreciate your hard
work.

2021 CALENDAR: Term 1

Friday 29th January

Monday 8th March

First day of term

Labour Day Public Holiday

Tuesday 2nd February

Wednesday 10th March

Big Breakfast

School Council meeting

Wednesday 10th February

Thursday 11th - Friday 12th
March

School Council meeting
Thursday 11th February
College swimming sports
Friday 19th February
Primary cluster swimming sports
Thursday 25th February
Wellbeing Day

Year 7/8 Cave Hill camp
Monday 22nd - 26th March
Year 9 Sailing Camp
Thursday 1st April
College Athletic sports
Last day of term

Canteen arrangements
for end of year
Week 8 –
rd

Closed on Wednesday

th

Nov 23 – 27

Week 9 –

Closed on Wednesday

Nov 30th – Dec 4th

Week 10 –

Open Mon, Tue then
closed rest of week

For weeks 9 & 10 Should you wish to order lunch, this must be ordered first thing in the morning and
can only be sandwiches, rolls, wraps or pies, party pies and sausage rolls.
Please pay for your order at recess.
The canteen will only be open at lunchtime to collect lunch orders and buy drinks
and ice creams.

Week 11 –

Closed all week.

