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Welcome Home

Term 3
Wednesday 12th August
School Council
Thursday 13th August
Year 9 Students
Course Selection
Monday 24th August
Pupil Free Day

Unfortunately restrictions have shortened the school for Leadership camp at Gnurad
Gundidj for 4 of our Year 9 students but by all reports their 2 weeks away were
actioned pack and unforgettable.

Hopetoun P-12 College
Phone 5083 3203

Fax 5083 3016

Email: hopetoun.p12@educationvic.gov.au

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School

Principal’s Report
Change … Change … Change

How things can change so very rapidly. An of the up-side of the current alterations is
that we are all learning to live with rapid change, learning how to change, learning
the skills involved in changing our actions, behaviours, thoughts and feelings and
learning how to manage so many rapid changes in such a short period of time. One
minute students and staff are all working on-site at school with the newness of face
coverings, then, within the space of 24 hours, we are preparing for and beginning
Remote Learning 2.0.
The difference for us this time is that we have already been in the off-site leaning
pattern before so, in some ways, there is a strong element of continuity mixed-in
with this change. This time, also, we know we have a six-week window of learning
off-site hence it makes planning and delivery easier to structure.
For you, as parents and carers, we understand the return to remote learning may be
difficult and bring many challenges. We will do everything we can to assist you
throughout this learning at home strategy. Phone, text, email are all good communication tools. Let us know the issues and we will do the best we can to assist.
Curriculum Delivery & Timetables
The format of delivery of the curriculum will not change from term 2. That is, Years 10-12 will
have their normal timetable and will be expected to log-in through Webex for all classes. Years 79 will have a slightly modified program with the expectation to use both Webex and learning
packs. All Years 7-9 students have their revised timetables indicating when they must log-in to
Webex and when they are expected to be doing learning tasks. The Primary timetable has been
modified slightly so that reading, writing and maths are timetabled in the first three periods followed by PE and other subjects from period four onwards.
We will be introducing fortnightly progress reports, which will be checklists, reporting on areas
such as attendance at Webex classes, completion of work, effort and values. The first report will
be available on Friday 14th August.
Attendance at School & Buses
As was the case during our first round of flexible learning, parents must contact the school
(Hopetoun P-12 College or St Joseph’s or Kindergarten) before close of business of Wednesday the
week prior if they wish their child to attend. This notification then enables schools to organise
their staffing and to make sure that buses are running to meet the needs of our community.
Phone the school or kinder to make these arrangements. If it is a permanent arrangement, please
make this clear to your school contact person.
For Hopetoun P-12 College, students should be working from home during this six-week period.
However, if this is not possible, the following are eligible to attend school:
Vulnerable students
Students on the Disabilities program
Students whose parents/carers cannot work from home.
Give me a call if you would like to discuss eligibility to attend.
Check out Hopetoun
P-12 College
Facebook page

Face Coverings (Masks)
Just a reminder that secondary students who attend on-site must wear face coverings as per
the current government regulations.
Course Selection for 2021 for Current Year 9 Students
There will be an information session for students and parents/carers next Thursday (13 th August) at 4pm. I will also run a repeat session at 7pm but the main session will be at 4pm. Details
will be posted on Compass.
Course Selection for 2021 – Current Year 10 and 11 Students
Subject selection for current Year 10 and 11 students will be by one-on-one (student/parent
with teacher/Principal) in a few weeks’ time. Information booklets will be distributed prior to
the Webex meetings.
School Council
Our monthly School Council meeting will be held next Wednesday. Finance committee will
meet at 5.30pm followed by Grounds and Buildings at 6pm and School Council at 6.30pm All
meetings will be via Webex.
Remote Learning 2.0: Some Information and Updates












Notify the College by Wednesday night of the week prior if your child will be
coming to school on any day the following week.
Buses will be running every morning until further notice. If there are no students,
the buses will not run at night.
Students must log-in to Webex every morning for home group. If this log-in is
missed the student is recorded as absent for the day unless other contact is made
with the school.
Wednesdays are screen-free days for all students Prep to Year 12, except for
morning home group.
Compass and Webex continue to be our main communication tools.
School assemblies will continue via Webex on a fortnightly basis.
Tom Huf is our technical support officer – he will help out with any IT problems.
Ring the school.
Absences – ring the school if your child is absent for the day, or let Year Level
Coordinators know the day before.
Student wellbeing checks will continue whereby Year Level Coordinators will ring
or Webex at least once a week.
Progress reports (like our interim reports) will be introduced for RL2.0. These
reports will be posted on Compass on Friday mornings, fortnightly, starting Friday
14th August.

We are aware of the possibility of the feeling of additional pressure on students and families
throughout this period of remote learning. I am confident that we can survive and indeed thrive
under these altered conditions. If you would like to talk through any issues, we have our Wellbeing Officer (Nicki) our Chaplain (Helen), our Year Level Coordinators and senior staff, all of
whom are willing to talk through any matters.
Thanks in anticipation of your support and please stay safe.
Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Policy Update
Face Coverings (Masks) Policy
It is less than a week ago that we were writing up the changes to our policy archives to add in a Face Coverings Policy for students to commence school on Monday. Now, the Face Coverings Policy seems outdated as the introduction of Remote Learning 2.0 has meant students were on campus for only one day.
Nevertheless, some students will be attending on-site over the next six weeks so the Face Coverings Policy is applicable.
The Face Coverings Policy, or, in more generic term, Masks Policy, simply indicates that primary students
are not required to wear masks whereas secondary students must wear them at all times with some minor exceptions.
The policy states:

As a general rule secondary students will wear face coverings at all
times, including recess and lunch time, except when eating/
drinking and when teachers/ES give students permission to remove
their face coverings during classes.
There are a few exemptions for students with health issues. Overall, however, secondary students must
wear masks at all times except when eating or drinking and when teachers give the permission to remove them for a specific purpose during class or recess.
A copy of the policy is available on our website.

