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This year the VCAL students have managed to clean up the feed lot and make some
improvements. We have had sheep for a few weeks now and we have been
investigating the benefits of different types of feed and how the feed types impact
upon their growth.
Photo: Tyson Pomeroy forks hay into one of the sheep feeders.
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Principal’s Report
Despite the many distractions bombarding us through the newspapers, TV reports and social media, we are
continuing to remain focused on our core purpose here at Hopetoun P-12 College. It is, as has been said
before, business as usual. Student attendance is strong and, where students have been unwell, they have
been staying home and only returning when they are feeling better. Teaching and learning is continuing
strongly. Four of our Year 9 students headed off to Gnurad last Sunday for their 9-week leadership camp.
Our Year 10 snow camp is still scheduled to continue during week 5.
Exams Concluded Today
The mid-year exams for Years 10 to 12 concluded today. Exams provide students with an opportunity to
show the teacher just how much they have learnt throughout the semester. Exams provide the opportunity
for students to retrieve facts, data and information and then use this to analyse, interpret and explain concepts and their understanding. The results from exams inform the teacher on what the student hasn’t
learnt yet. As well as providing information on what students know, exams provide feedback to the teacher
on their teaching, on course content and on teaching and learning techniques. Many of the students in
these year levels have accessed the Elevate series of sessions on study techniques as well as motivation,
planning and organisation. Hopefully, the series of sessions have enabled our students to have a deeper
knowledge and understanding of effective study techniques which will then show in deeper learning and
better recall.
Unwell Students
The advice regarding unwell students remains in place in rural areas. If a child is unwell, they must stay
home. If they become unwell at school, parents/carers will be rung and the child will go home. If we know
that a child has been unwell, they will be temperature checked when they return to school.
Some parents have asked about whether students and staff should be wearing masks. I am sure that you
are all aware that there is a requirement to wear masks in metropolitan Melbourne and the Mitchell Shire.
At this point of time no such requirement is in place in our area.
I thank parents and carers for assisting us in emphasising the importance of health and wellbeing. It is a
difficult time for everyone and, if we continue to work together then I am sure we will do the best possible
to keep everyone safe and healthy.
If you have any queries or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Current Improvement projects

Shrubs have been purchased to plant around the outside of the visitors’ car park.

Tube plants have been purchased to plant in the area between the visitors’ car park and the
tranquil garden.

The external walls of the music room have been painted.

Many minor repairs and improvements have been undertaken.

School signage has been purchased and we are awaiting delivery.

Under ‘normal’ circumstances we would invite parents/carers to a working bee to assist with
planting the shrubs and tube plants and to help with putting the final touches to our new
car-park area. However, we will make internal arrangements to finalise this work.
Parents’ Club Meeting
The executive of the HP-12 Parents’ Club met last night. Restrictions due to COVID-19 have meant almost
everything has had to be postponed or cancelled. See the report elsewhere in this newsletter for more
information.

Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal
Check out Hopetoun
P-12 College
Facebook page

PARENTS’ CLUB
Our second meeting for the year was held last night as an executive meeting. Below is a
summary of the meeting.
*Term 4 fundraising activities are questionable for this year. Assessment of these will happen as
the need arises. Nothing is to go ahead for term 3.
*The Presentation Ball went off extremely well. The participants and decorating looked
stunning. A healthy profit was made. Thank you to everyone involved.
*Discussion around how students and parents are feeling towards Coronavirus.
Graeme explained that there is scenario planning occurring so school is ready should
there be staff shortages due to illness.
*There will no longer be a Father’s Day stall this year.
* There is a plan to pay for another couch for ‘The Caf’.
*2020 A.G.M – date set for Wednesday 21st October at 6.00pm. COVID restrictions will dictate
any changes to this plan.

Policy Update
Student Health Policies
Now that we are in difficult times for health, wellbeing and illness, it is timely to
check school policies relating to the health care of students. We have a few policies which are
relevant now:






Medication Administration Policy (2020) which provides guidelines on the
procedures for administering medication at school. In essence, there are very strict
guidelines if staff are required to administer medication and there are few
occasions where medication can be administered. Full details of the medication
must be provided by parents/health professional and a log must be kept at school.
Asthma Policy (2019)
First Aid Policy (2018)
Anaphylaxis Policy (2019)

These policies are available on our website.
During the current pandemic and with Victoria in a declared state of emergency, the Chief
Health officer and the Department of Education and Training provides directives and advice on
additional health and medical requirements with which we must comply.

Primary Prattle Year 3 – 6
This term the students are working on Creative and Critical thinking. The Year 3-5
students are participating in ‘Lost at Sea’ lessons, while the Year 6 students are
participating in their transition to high school with Wednesday sport. The first
thing they have been asked to do is to design and create a yacht. Each of the
students took on the challenge and on Wednesday afternoon created their
yachts. Next week they will decide on a crew and see if their yachts will sail.

Toys, toys, toys! Some of our primary students have been bringing toys to school. Please
remind your child while their toys are wonderful, they are to remain at home as they become
a distraction to their learning and it is one of our school rules.

Ms. Tracy Bound
Year 3— 6 Classroom Teacher

Primary Students
are to wear PE Uniform
Every Monday and
Tuesday

