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They’re Back 

It was fantastic to see the buses roll in with students actually on them! 
Year 10 students, Bronte, Bonnie, Geoffrey and Seisia were the first  

students to arrive by bus on Tuesday and judging by their smiles, they 
were happy to be back too. 



 

 

 Principal’s Report 
 

 

We’re Back! 
Probably the most frequent response to the question of what is the best 
thing about being back at school was ‘seeing my friends’. The excitement was 
infectious as the students returned to school on Tuesday. Greeting of what 
seemed like long-lost friends took place as the students entered school and 
long afterwards as they reacquainted themselves with the familiar surround-
ings.  Students ‘saw’ and ‘spoke’ to each other through Webex and other 

online platforms during the six weeks of remote learning but it isn’t quite the same as meeting and 
greeting each other in person. Our young students, Preps to Grade 2, certainly made up for lost 
time when they hit the playground. The running, laughing and cheeky challenges were everywhere 
as they enjoyed the company and the open spaces.  
Then, after the greetings, the discussions and reflections about what it was like to learn from 
home it was down to work as the students settled back into routine.  
Meanwhile, our Grade 3 to Year 9 students continue to learn from home. They have a few more 
days, 6 school days to be precise, of flexible and remote learning before they join us here at 
Dodgshun Street on Tuesday 9th June. We are all looking forward to everyone being back at school. 
I must add that staff are also excited to return to on-site teaching and learning. There are ad-

vantages to flexible and remote and they all did a great job throughout but they also love the face-

to-face excitement and responsiveness which on-site teaching brings.  
 

Today is Day 31 of Flexible and Remote Learning for our Grade 3 through to Year 9 students. Only 

six more days of this approach as Monday 8th June is Queen’s Birthday holiday. Make the most of 

your Webex lessons, complete your work, make sure your books, computer and stationery are all 

ready for return and we will see you back here on Tuesday 9th June.  
 

Some Changes 
Last week I attached a list to the newsletter of the changes students and parents can expect at school to 
ensure we have a safe, healthy environment. I would like to thank students and parents for following the 
hygiene guidelines and respecting the new processes we have in place to ensure everyone’s safety. Some of 
the changes are listed herein.  
 

Visitor Car Park 
The new visitor car park is available for use.  It is not quite finished as we need to put in some paths, land-
scaping and signage but it is open for drop-off and pick-up.  
 

Remote Whole School Assembly 
Our final Remote Whole School Assembly will be held this coming Tuesday commencing at the usual time.  
 
 

Reminders and Additional Information 
 Social distancing of 1.5m does not apply to students at school or on the bus. 
 Avoid touching as much as possible. No hugging, high fives or fist punches. 
 Wash hands repeatedly. 
 Use hand sanitiser frequently. 
 Hand hygiene on arrival at school, before and after eating, after blowing nose, coughing or 

sneezing.  
 Unwell students must stay home. 
 If students become unwell at school, parents will be called and students sent home.  
 Massive increase in school cleaning. 
 Canteen is open and hand hygiene rigidly adhered to. 
 Bring own water bottles. 
 All equipment wiped and sprayed. 
 Students to avoid sharing equipment as much as possible.  

 

Mr Graeme Holmes 

Principal 

Check out Hopetoun  
P-12 College  

Facebook page 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjOrePU7vnPAhVGFJQKHaE1AGEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ft1.gstatic.com%2Fimages%3Fq%3Dtbn%3AANd9GcTUHFAdTFQF_-vEhZgtGE7EtXWbvXMPWbIWTY-f0uwg4jXep6Is&psig=AFQjCNF1paGo


 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return to School 
 

 
Tuesday  

Tuesday 9th June 

Years 3 - 6 

Years 7 - 9  
 

 

Welcome back to  

on-site learning 

Policy Update  
Student Reporting Policy 

The introduction of Flexible and Remote Learning has brought a change, 

albeit relatively minor, to our student reports policy for our mid-year  

reports. Our reporting policy stipulates there will be a written report in 

term 2. This will not change. We will still be providing written reports this term. 

Our policy also indicates we provide comments on student achievement over the 

past semester and that we provide student achievement against a five-point rating 

scale showing progress against the Victorian Curriculum. This year the Department 

of Education and Training has released revised guidelines for mid-year reports. 

This term, we will be providing a succinct statement on what your child has 

achieved in semester one and a comment on how your child adjusted to flexible 

and remote learning. VCE students will receive a satisfactory (S) or not satisfactory 

(NS) rating on their achievement in Units 1 or 3 and VCAL students will also receive 

notification of successful completion of units. Parents and carers will be given an 

opportunity to make an appointment to meet with teachers to discuss the reports 

if they wish.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary Prattle Year 3 – 6 
Over the past two weeks the Year 3-6 students have learnt the  

techniques needed to write poetry. We hope you enjoy reading them as much 

as they enjoyed writing them. 

The Cow 

By Hunter 

Giver of milk, from your full udder, 

Your black and white spots, your big pink nose. 

You stroll around in the fields of green, 

Of grass and feed, that is my land, 

Your big long chunky legs. 

Your big muscles soft as a pillow, across my hand, 

Open the gate, be free to eat, 

A loving creature of this land. 

 

Best Friend 

By Jazmyn 

Brave, excited, silly and talented, 

Fantastic, respectful, Incredible, energetic, nice to be 
with and dandy 

 

Dad 

By Claire 

Funny and loving, 

Likes to fix cars, 

Excitable, honest and kind 

My father. 

 

Motorbikes 

By Oliver 

When I rev that bike so hard I end up covered in that 
four stroke smoke, 

I hold on so tight I think it splits my fingertips, 

The taste of bugs and dirt combined into a smoothie I 
do not mind, 

Along the path I like to zing, 

Listen to my engine ping. 

 

 

 

Big Rig 

By Charlie 

I wish I could drive a truck that’s 
red and big, 

With big black tyres and a big bulbar, 

Just look at my rig. 

It goes long distance and drives on rocky, bumpy 
roads, 

As it carries long trailers with very heavy loads 

Just look at my rig. 

 

Kmart 

By Noah 

Long lines of toys for fun, 

Pots and school items, 

There’s stuff you need and sometimes don’t 

Lots of Lego sets to buy, 

Kmart just give it a try. 

 

Food 

By Alynah 

Fabulous, flavoursome, fantastic 

Original, overwhelming at times, 

Orient from which it came, 

Delightful and delicious. 

 

Bee Hive 

By Esther 

A bee’s fur is as yellow as the sun, 

Bees work all day they have so much fun. 

Pollen softer than a silky feather, 

I’m pretty sure they have pirate treasure. 

With legs as thin as needles, 

Their enemies are the beetles. 

 Ms. Tracy Bound 

Year 3-6 Classroom Teacher 



 

 

  

Welcome Miss Shurvell 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back Prep - 2’s 

 

After the initial meet, greet, giggle and fun the Prep - 2 students settled in to learn 
healthy hygiene practices and then back into learning with their peers.  

Welcome back Prep - 2, we missed you! 

Although Miss Shurvell has been teaching with us since the since the beginning of Term 2, it 
was only on Tuesday when the Year 10’s recommenced onsite learning that the students 
actually got to meet her. 

Katherine Shurvell, previously taught at Kaniva and comes to us with a wealth of experience 
and enthusiasm for all things history and science related. Her winning streak in the staff 
room during the ‘lunchtime quiz’ has not gone unnoticed and it is putting a few of us to 
shame. 

We welcome Kate to our school community and hope she  enjoys  her time with us. Please 
make her feel welcome and be sure to say hello and introduce yourself. 



 

 


