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Term 2
MAY
Tuesday 19th May
Whole School Assembly
Via Webex
Monday 25th May
Pupil Free Day
Tuesday 26th May
Year Prep/1/2 and
Years11 & 12 Return to
School

JUNE
Monday 8th June
Queen’s Birthday Holiday
Tuesday 9th June
Year 3—Year 10 Students
Return to School
Monday 15th June
School Photos

Mia and her dog ‘Miss’ were happy to attend school on Friday as it was ‘Bring your
Pet to School’ day. By the look of the photo it appears Miss Cook and her assistant
‘Doug’ were keeping the students and pets entertained with their learning!
Check out more students with their pets on page 5.
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Principal’s Report

Transitioning Back to School
The dates have been announced for a staged return to
school. Year Prep, 1 and 2 and Years 11 and 12 students will
return to school on Tuesday 26th May after a pupil-free day
on Monday 25th May. Then, two weeks later, Years 3 to 10 students will return
on Tuesday 9th June, the day after the long weekend. Further information
about return arrangements for our Year 10 students will be available as soon as
possible.
Buses will be running from Tuesday 26th May and the school canteen will reopen on Tuesday 26th.
More information about the transitioning back to school is included in the
attached letter to Parents and Carers and additional details will be provided in
next week’s newsletter.
I think students, teachers and parents will be pleased that return dates have
now been announced and we can prepare for the return to on-site teaching
and learning.
Today is Day 24 of Flexible and Remote Learning for students of Hopetoun P-12 College. Routines are now
well embedded. Lessons are now being delivered regularly for all classes Prep to Year 12. Additional
hard-copy materials are being provided for a range of subjects. Learning tasks are being completed, posted
and recorded. It is the ‘new normal’. We have one more week of this different approach to teaching and
learning before the transition back to school begins. I commend the teachers and students for their adaptability and
willingness to make remote learning work. I also applaud parents and carers who have, often in very difficult
circumstances, supported their children and the school in continuing to deliver educational tasks and learning
opportunities to our students.
Online School Council Meeting
It was certainly a different approach to our School Council meeting last night. Fourteen council members scattered
around different locations ranging from Warracknabeal to Patchewollock came together to listen, discuss, debate and
vote. It was a ‘traditional’ meeting in format but very different in participation. Each of the three meetings were
chaired by parents. Tash Anderson (Finance), Adrian Horman (Grounds & Buildings) and Jamie Frankel (School Council)
all had the experience of ‘remote chairing’. They all led their meetings effectively, so much so that we finished on-time
and with a range of solid decisions and motions covered along the way.
Whole School Assembly
We will be holding our second remote whole school assembly next Tuesday morning. This assembly will be a
celebration of our achievements during remote learning and a commencement of our transition back to school.

Reminders and Additional Information

School buses continue to run on a limited basis next week.

School buses recommence running full-time from Tuesday 26th May.

The statement “Every student who can learn from home, must learn from

home.” Continues to apply next week.



Absences from Flexible and Remote Learning at home must be notified to the office.
School photos will take place on Monday 15th June.

Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Check out Hopetoun
P-12 College
Facebook page

Year 3 – 6 Art Students
The Year 3 – 6 Art students were given some optional Art activities to do at home if they
needed something to pass the time. One task consisted of a collection of random cardboard
pieces, some BluTack and their imagination. Alynah Glare has been busy and created her own
café at home using her share of the cardboard and Oliver Wood created a Rock’n’Roll stage!
Well done you two – it’s great that you’re taking on challenges to staying busy!

Primary Prattle Year 3 – 6
Year 3-6 students have been busy completing their set work. As a challenge they had
to create a house with whatever they could find. Alynah built her house out of cards,
while Byron’s use of sticky notes was very creative, Charlie got busy and rearranged
the furniture to create his dream home and mine was made out of Weetbix which I
ate for breakfast. Thank you Year 3-6 for sharing your houses.

On Friday I got to catch up with most of the Year 3-6 parents and two of my students
as they came in to collect their next set of work. Alynah brought her dog Buddy for a
walk to keep her company and Oliver also brought his dog for a drive but she had to
stay in the car.

On Webex Roll Call this week the Year 3-6 class banded together to surprise one of
their classmates. They all joined in singing ‘Happy Birthday’ to Alynah. Unfortunately
Oliver’s connection dropped out but he didn’t let that stop him at Maths time Ollie
sang solo, giving his rendition of Happy Birthday.
Ms. Tracy Bound
3—6 Classroom Teacher

Braxton with his dog and Nathaniel with his cat Nutszo, also enjoyed sharing their
online classes with their pets.

Policy Update No. 13
Health care Needs Policy 2018
Now, when student health is a major issue, it is timely to draw your attention to our school’s
Heath Care Needs Policy. This policy is directed towards students who have special health care
needs. Where special health issues prevail, a Student Health Support Plan is drawn up in collaboration between the parents, school and, if appropriate, the student and family doctor. When a student is enrolled at our school, a confidential medical information form is completed by the parent
and, if serious or complex medical issues are identified, a Student Health Support Plan is developed. A
copy of the Health Care Needs Policy 2018 can be accessed through our website.
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Meeting the individual needs of all students
Thursday 14th May 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank you for all your support during these past few weeks of remote and flexible learning. The following is advice from the Department of Education.
Following advice from the Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has advised that schools can begin a phased return to on-site schooling.
TRANSITION BACK TO SCHOOL
To support all school staff to prepare for this transition, Monday 25 May will be a pupil-free day.
STAGE 1





students in Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2, senior secondary (Year 11 and 12 VCAL and VCE) students and all students in specialist schools will return
to school from Tuesday 26 May.
Year 10 students undertaking VCE studies, including VCE VET studies, should also attend school for those classes where practicable. If this is not
possible for your child/children, our teachers will make sure the work provided to students attending at school is also provided to your child/children.
All students in Specialist Schools will return to school from Tuesday 26 May.

STAGE 2



all other year levels will return to school from Tuesday 9 June.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR 26 MAY to 9 JUNE
For those students who cannot be supervised at home and vulnerable children, the existing model of on-site supervision will remain in place during the two-week
period from Tuesday 26 May to Tuesday 9 June. The current process that we are using to enable parents and carers to indicate the days or part-days for which on-site
schooling is required will continue for this two-week period.
All other students in these grades and year levels will continue learning from home until Tuesday 9 June.
Once a year level has returned, all students will be expected to attend school as normal. This means if you choose to keep your child/children home after their year
level has returned to on-site schooling, we can no longer support their learning from home.
This does not apply to children who need to be absent for health or medical reasons. For those families, please contact the Year Level Coordinator and Principal so we
can make an appropriate plan.
This same approach is being taken by all government schools in Victoria.
HEALTH AND WELLBEING
To support the health and wellbeing of all our students and staff, our school will continue an enhanced cleaning routine and will encourage frequent hand washing.
If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and seek medical advice.
While the Chief Health Officer has advised that students will not be required to maintain physical distancing at school, there will be a number of important changes to
our school operations, consistent with health advice. This will apply until further notice. I will provide more detail about our local school context as soon as possible,
but it is important to note that changes will include:



restrictions on access to the school site for anyone other than immediate school staff and students;



the way we conduct parent-teacher meetings and interviews

We understand that some families may feel anxious about this move back to classroom teaching and learning. I can assure you that this decision has been taken on the
basis of the best health advice available to our state.
MORE INFORMATION
More information about the return to school and coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found on the Department’s website, which will continue to be updated:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
Thank you for your continued support and patience during this time.
Yours sincerely,

Graeme Holmes
(Principal)

