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Learning time at the table

Term 2
May

Wednesday 13th May
School Council

Vanessa Campbell has been helping sons Charlie and Layne since flexible
and remote learning commenced at the start of the term. “Its going well”
Vanessa said, “both boys have got into a good routine and are working
well and although it can be hectic sometimes, overall I don’t think the
boys have missed out on anything other then seeing their friends”
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Principal’s Report

School Council Meetings Go Online

Our monthly School Council meetings commence today and extend into
next week. But the meetings won’t be the usual face-to-face on-site get
together. Our meetings will all be online using our meeting platform,
Webex.
We commence after school tonight with our Policy Committee meeting.
This will be followed up next Wednesday with our Finance, Grounds &
Buildings and School Council meetings. This format of meeting will be a
little different for some of our members however I am sure that we will be
able to have valuable input and make positive decisions using the online
portal.
Day 17 of Flexible and Remote Learning
We are rapidly approaching the end of four weeks of online learning. Yes, four weeks of Flexible and Remote Learning.
We have progressed from Phase 1 where Learning Packs and some online took place to Phase 2 where we have all
Year levels accessing online classes. In the short space of just under four weeks we have transitioned to this different
approach. Reactions to Flexible and Remote Learning have, as with any new approach, varied considerably. The reality
is now setting in and routines are being established. I hope everyone is managing well. Please contact the school if you
have any concerns about the learning, about the work or about any wellbeing issues. We will do our very best to
address your concerns promptly.

Internet Reliability
Overall, internet access and reliability is quite good in our area, especially in Hopetoun. There are a few ‘black-spots’
and variable reliability in some of the outlying areas. We are aware that the variability is causing concerns but there is
little we can do about the problem.
The other issue we are confronting from time-to-time is power outages. Hopetoun was out for a day a few
weeks ago and we have been told there are outages north of here and at Warracknabeal next week. Our
strategy, when we become aware of these outages, is to ensure students have sufficient hard-copy material
to continue their learning from home.
We have been fortunate enough to access some internet connection devices through the Department of
Education and State Schools Relief. Some of these have been distributed and we are awaiting delivery of some more of
these devices.

Delivery/Pick-Up of Learning Packs and Learning Materials
The Tarago has been doing a bit of running around this week which is exactly what we expected. Let us know if you desperately need us to deliver or pick-up. I believe some clever
approaches to pick-up and distribution have also been organised by groups of parents.
New Learning Packs have been assembled for the primary students and will be available tomorrow (Friday). Again, if it is impossible for you to pick-up these Learning Packs, let us know
and we will make arrangements.

School Assembly
We held our first ever Remote Whole School Assembly earlier this week. Many students,
parents and staff logged-in to hear about the changes being made to the buildings and
grounds as well as to hear about some of the work being done by students at home. Thanks to
Tegan, Flynn, Abby, Declan, Rori and Ned for your willingness to be presenters at our assembly.
One of the questions asked during our assembly was ‘When will we be returning to school?’
This is a very important question for all of us. There are many factors being considered by our
federal and state leaders. They are taking advice from medical authorities and drawing on experiences and actions in other countries across the globe to inform their decisions. We will be returning to school
when it is deemed safe by the authorities. Meanwhile, we will continue to provide curriculum, teach lessons and support you in your learning from home until such time as a return to school
Check out Hopetoun
is possible. Stay connected. Stay safe.
P-12 College
Facebook page

Why not have a go at the push-up challenge? And, perhaps try Tic Toc!

Reminders







Absences from Flexible and Remote Learning at home must be notified to the office.
School buses are available for Hopetoun P-12 College, St Joseph’s and the Kindergarten – contact
your school for details. The buses will continue to run every morning and will only run at night if
any students attend for the day.
“Every student who can learn from home, must learn from home.” This statement still applies.
Some VCE/VCAL students will need to attend school on some occasions for practical classes. You
will be notified before Wednesday of the week prior if you are required to attend.
Some SACs are being held at home – thanks to parents and carers for supervising the SACs.
Continue logging-on to Compass and read the newsletter for current information.

Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Home Delivery!
Geoffrey and Jason were grateful to
receive their next learning packages
this week…..and hand delivered!
Remember, if you cant come to us,
we’ll come to you.

Primary Prattle
This week the children were asked to share their favourite thing about Flexible and Remote learning. We hope you
enjoy reading our responses.
My favourite thing so far has been ‘Funky Hat Friday’ because I got to wear my Santa
hat, I also like to use that hat as a chew toy when the human isn’t looking (don’t tell her
that). I am really looking forward to ‘Bring your Pet to School Day’, that is this
Friday at 9am. I am going to bring my pet human, her name is Amanda. I think the kids
will really like her.
By Doug

I have really liked timed reading because it has improved my reading.
By George

The school activities I have enjoyed this term are the Mother’s Day packages and reading
with Cathy when she rings.
By Layne

One morning I found a praying mantis on the doorstep. For school that day I learnt about the
life cycle of a praying mantis. I also wrote a big story about a frog after we found a frog stuck
in the water bowl outside. It has been fun learning about things I have found at home.
By Ned

I like seeing Doug on the computer and I like doing arts and crafts.
By Matilda

I like my classmate and Miss Cook and I like seeing them on my computer.
By Braxton

I like playing Greedy Pig because I like adding numbers.
I really enjoy reading on Epic because there’s lots of books about animals.
By Mia

Learning at home is good because I get to show my family all the work we do at
school.
By Brianna
I can’t wait to go back to school and see my friends.
By Sophie

Miss Cook
Classroom teacher

Policy Update

Communications Policy

Our Communications Policy was updated in September 2019.
The policy establishes and reinforces protocols to preserve the
professionalism of the school, to protect the rights of
individuals, to uphold our duty of care to students and to
comply with departmental and legal requirements.
The policy covers areas such as public comments by DE&T
employees, compliance with various acts of parliament, requests for information by external parties, and the collection of personal information. It also covers areas such as the
provision of reports, the frequency of newsletters and the use of photographs in articles
and newspapers.
A copy of the Communication Policy 2019 can be accessed here.

