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How is flexible and remote learning going for you? Pros & cons
Remote learning is a new experience and learning curve for everyone at the moment. I was quite nervous for my
first class, but I slowly settled in and I’m starting to enjoy it. Something I’m really enjoying about flexible and
remote learning is having the independence and responsibility to create my own “school day”, but with that being
said, sometimes it’s hard to stay motivated! I also get a much longer sleep in which is amazing!
What suggestions/hints have you got to make term 2 as enjoyable and successful as possible for other
students?
Practising routine during the week is probably the main advice I would give anyone in the starting weeks of
school. Having specific times for when you put your phone down, or get out of bed, or when you will go for walk,
will help with your mental and physical health. Like everyone says, it’s really important to make sure you are still
exercising and taking a break from looking at a screen. Keeping the school structure will benefit you during
isolation, but it will also help when we do transition back to ‘real’ school.
What are you missing the most during isolation?
Surprisingly, I’m missing pretty much everything I never really liked, or thought I wouldn’t miss, before we were in
isolation. I miss the bus ride into school, getting nuggets from the caf on a Monday, wearing my year 12 jumper
and walking 10kms a day walking up and down the corridor! But, of course, what I miss the most is
hanging out with the girls in the year 12 room.
What are you looking forward to when we return to school?
I’m looking forward to having the structure of a learning environment back. It’s nice working from home, but I
prefer having my learning space and home/rest space separate from each other; like I’m sure many others do!
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Principal’s Report
Flexible and Remote Leaning
Today is ‘Day Seven’ of Flexible and Remote Learning at Hopetoun P-12 College. We had a ‘day-off’ Webex lessons yesterday due to
a power outage across parts of Hopetoun. This ‘no online lessons day’ gave the students a chance to catch up as well as reduce
screen-time.
I congratulate students, parents and teachers on your willingness to participate, your patience when the internet drops-out, your
perseverance under difficult circumstances, and your understanding in realising that online learning is quite different and requires
different approaches than classroom learning.
Important Changes Next Week
Yes, we move to our Phase Two of implementation of our Flexible and Remote Learning strategy next week. This means that the
Primary teachers will start delivering some lessons through Webex (our video interaction system which is installed on all computers) and some of their Learning Packs will be replenished and added to depending on year level and progress. Some teachers have
already made video contact with the primary children and are looking forward to starting some lessons next week.
Year 7 to 9 students, who have been working on assignments, hard copies and set work, will commence their online lessons next
week. They will be starting with Webex sessions in English and Maths as well as some lessons in Humanities and Science will be
delivered online. You will need to check Compass for which lessons will be online. The teachers will let you know when to logon.
Years 10-12 students will continue with their online lessons in all subjects although we will continue to monitor the workload and
screen-time to make sure that learning continues. Some VCE students will be attending for some practical classes next week.
Compass
Our online system, Compass, is our main method of communicating with you. Please be sure to log on daily with your child, check
the lessons and tasks for the day and keep up-to-date with progress. Thanks to each of you for taking on this important role of
checking-in on a regular basis. The newsletter is also an important communication tool for us and you are most welcome to ring the
school at any stage.
Student Attendance
All students are expected to engage in flexible and remote learning during the current coronavirus pandemic. Attendance is recorded by teachers when contact is made with the student. For primary students this contact is by phone in the mornings and will be by
videoconferencing next week. For Years 7 to 12, attendance is recorded at homegroup each morning or, if students are unable to
make contact during homegroup for technical reasons, by phone later in the day. Videoconferencing through Webex also provides
evidence of attendance.
If, however, your child is unwell and is unable to participate in flexible and remote learning on any day, then the usual procedure
applies whereby you need to ring the school and let us know that your child will be absent.
Computer Repairs
There have been a few instances where the school laptops, which the students have been using at home, have had difficulties with
sound or other technical issues. Please continue contacting the school and Clay will provide advice over the phone or ask you to
bring the device to school for repairs or replacement.
The Message is Consistent
The message from the Department and our state leaders remains consistent: “Every student who can learn from home, must learn
from home.” We have had no students attend school over the past two weeks and, other than the requirement of keeping the
school open, most of our staff are working from home.
School Buses
The school buses have been running as normal but will be scaled back from the start of next week. The buses will be available for
students where prior arrangements have been made (send the application form in by Wednesday night please) and where teachers
request students in VCE to attend for practical classes or assessment tasks.
ANZAC Day
Although there will be no formal ANZAC ceremony at school this year, we have arranged for a wreath to be laid in recognition of
the many, many people who gave their lives and who served our country at war. The ode is forever with us:
"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
We will remember them.”
VCE Update
Some SACs (School Assessed Coursework) will take place over the next few weeks for VCE students. Mrs Jones (VCE Coordinator)
has forwarded a letter to parents informing you of how we need to authenticate and validate SACs. We ask that you read the information and, when a SAC is scheduled, we ask for your cooperation in supervision of the assigned tasks. Although it is difficult to
conduct SACs at home, we need to press forward with the VCE coursework as Unit 1 (Year 11) and Unit 3 (Year 12) need to be completed by the end of term 2. If you can’t provide the necessary supervision, contact the subject teacher in the first instance to make
alternative arrangements.
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Policy Update
Digital Technologies Policy
This policy, approved earlier this year, applies to use of the internet,
social media and digital devices. Like our Cyberbullying Prevention Policy
of last week, it is a timely reminder of the need for everyone to use digital technologies with
extreme care. Digital technologies provide students with rich opportunities to support their
learning and development in so many ways. Now, while we are using Compass, Webex and other
approved platforms to deliver Flexible and Remote Learning, it is more important than ever to be
aware of the powerful uses as well as the risks involved in the use of digital technologies. All
students have signed an ‘Acceptable Users Agreement’. This is a commitment by students, and
endorsed by parents, to use technology appropriately. Students using digital technologies are
expected to abide by our College values of respect, responsibility and team work. Breaches of
behavioural standards, the policy indicates, will involve a sanction consistent with our Behaviour
Management and Student Engagement and Wellbeing policies.
A copy of our Digital Technologies Policy is available on our website.

