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Our 12 presentees did themselves, their families and the College
extremely proud on Saturday night.
Congratulations to all involved.
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Principal’s Report
Presentation Ball
It was certainly a spectacular event at the Hopetoun Hall last weekend when our 12 Presentees
proudly walked down the centre of the hall to be presented to the Official Party then danced
spectacularly to celebrate their proud moment. The ball was a deeply meaningful time for our 12
students and there were many proud parents, families and friends in attendance to celebrate the
occasion.
The hall was superbly decorated to the theme ‘Summer’s Night’ by Kylie Cook, a theme inspired by
the students. If you couldn’t get to the ball, have a look at our Facebook photos and you will see
how well the hall looked with the superb decorations. You will also see the beautiful dresses worn
by the girls, the glamour of all and the well-dressed boys enjoying the occasion.
Congratulations to all 12 Presentees – Krystal Hakopa, Harry McLean, Bronte Michael,
Jonty Bellinger, Kate Watts, Seisia Horman, Bonnie Horman, MacKenzie Bellinger, Neha Kovoor,
Tayla Fitzpatrick and Brooklyn Hallam.
Thanks and congratulations also go to Carol and Connely for training the students for the various
dances and special thanks to the Presentation Ball committee for all of the work they did to
organise the ball.
COVID-19
I sent a letter out to parents yesterday informing you all of the current situation in regards to
coronavirus (COVID-19). The advice we are receiving from the Department of Education has been
and remains constant – schools will remain open at this point in time unless there is a confirmed
case. If there is a confirmed case, then schools will be closed on an individual or possibly areas
basis.
Nevertheless, we have been advised to prepare for closure hence we have been making some
changes and alterations to the way we prepare and deliver curriculum, especially for our VCE
students. VCE classes will continue online through Webex and we are preparing lessons for year
levels across the College. If schools are closed, the expectation is that learning will continue. The
Department is preparing a website, Learning From Home to assist with the delivery of curriculum.
While schools remain open, we are putting additional measures in place to ensure the health and
wellbeing of our students. Students have access to our wellbeing officer, Nicki, and our school
chaplain, Helen for any wellbeing issues. Health matters can be discussed initially with our First Aid
Officer, Tracy Bound, and more specifically with your local medical practitioner. We have focused
heavily on hygiene and spoken to the students about the importance of washing hands and
keeping clean. We have increased cleaning across the school as a preventative measure.
Hopetoun P-12 College Athletic Sports
The athletics are scheduled for next Thursday, 26th March. At this stage the sports will go ahead as
planned. However, if circumstances change, and the advice from the Department of Education
changes, then the sports will be postponed until further notice.
Staying Positive
Hopetoun P-12 College is open for ‘business as usual’. We are remaining positive and continuing
with our usual day-to-day teaching and learning. We will make modifications if advised to do so,
otherwise we will be continuing to provide the best education possible for our eager students.
Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Check out Hopetoun
P-12 College
Facebook page

Thank you
A massive thank you to School Council President Jamie and his
amazing helpers, Simon, Adi, Trav, Steve, Shane, Mick, Jason, Bruce,
Sean, and Luke for pouring the cement for our new carpark. This is a
huge undertaking and your commitment to the College is appreciated.

Aths Sports
Thursday
26th March

Homework Club
Every Thursday
3-20pm until 4-00pm

Prep– Year 6
Year 7—12

Weekly Student Awards
Well done to the following students for receiving

Students of the Week

MacKenzie Bellinger

Aliana Zeini

For her diligent approach to her
VCE subjects. Mackenzie understands the importance of
studying and revising prior to
assessments, always demonstrates a keen interest through
questions and shows great enthusiasm in class.
Well done Mackenzie, keep up
the great work..

For striving hard to learn
how to accurately throw in
P.E. classes and listening
carefully when instructions
are being told. Well done
Aliana, you are a happy
member of the class who is
always looking to improve on
her skills.

School Review – Update Thursday 19th March
The online parent survey is now closed. Thanks to the person who responded to the survey. School Council provided their perspective on the progress, enablers and barriers for Hopetoun P-12 College over the
past four years. The parent forum scheduled for after school tonight will go ahead as planned. The ideas,
perspectives and suggestions provided by our school community all form part of our self-assessment of
school progress.
The next step is to finalise the self-assessment report and provide copies to our reviewers.

Policy Update
Policy Approvals
Some policies were approved at School Council on Tuesday night. The latest updates and approvals
include:

Curriculum Framework Policy

Inclusion and Diversity Policy

Senior Secondary Policy

Policy Implementation Policy
The Curriculum Framework Policy provides the outline of the structure of our Curriculum P-10 and senior secondary
Years 11 and 12. The Inclusion and Diversity Policy is an update of our 2018 policy and aligns with the Department
of Education guidelines. The Senior Secondary Policy ensures that we are meeting all of the current guidelines and
policies of the Department and of the managing authority, the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority. Finally, Policy Implementation outlines our approach to the development, implementation and review of our policies.
All are available on our website.

Primary Prattle Year P – 2
What a crazy start to the decade we have had.
With the ever changing news of Corona Virus,
we have been focusing on hygiene in our
classroom. We have discussed Gerry the
Germ and places we can find him. We have
been learning how to correctly wash our
hands, using our Soapy Hero posters. We
have also used the hand washing training kit,
where you put a clear liquid on your hands
that shows up under a UV light and see if you
wash it all off. THIS WAS SCARY! It would
seem that we all need to continue to practise
washing our hands correctly. Included on the
back of the newsletter is a detailed hand
washing poster for you to use at home. When
students go to the toilet they have been given
a stamp on their hand, the expectation is that
the stamp will be removed in the process of
washing their hands. This is just a way that we
are keeping
students accountable for their hygiene in the
classroom. Along with washing our hands regularly we have been ensuing we are touching
our faces and other people as little as possible. When we sneeze or cough we have been
doing it into either our elbows or down our
shirts.
Please remember that if your child is even
the slightest bit sick, they do need to stay
home from school. This will help us maintain the health and safety of all students
and the wider community.

Maths Dice Games!


Whoever rolls the highest number wins the counter



Dice Addition:
• Roll 2 dice and add together. Highest number wins a counter.

• Roll 3 dice and add together. Encourage children to use the most effective
strategy (e.g. doubles, friends of 10).
• Roll 4 dice and turn into 2 sets of 2 digit numbers, then add together. E.g. if
you roll a 3, 5, 1 and 2, then your problem is 35 + 12. Highest total wins the counter. Encourage the use of the most effective strategy.


Race to Zero- Start with a certain number of points (e.g. 20, 50, 100). Take it in turn
to roll the dice and subtract from your number. With larger totals, encourage children
to use the most effective strategy.

Amanda Cook
Classroom Teacher

