HOPETOUN
P-12 COLLEGE

HOPETOUN P-12 COLLEGE
I S S U E

3 7

T H U R S D A Y

2 1 S T

N O V E M B E R

2 0 1 9

Year 12
Graduation

2019
Term 4
NOVEMBER
Wednesday 20th - Friday
22nd November
Years 3/4 Camp
Monday 25th-Tuesday 26th
November
Year 11 Exams
Wednesday 27th November
Year 11-12 Step Up
Thursday 28th November
Year 11-12 Step Up
Year 9-10 Exams
Friday 29th November
Year 11-12 Step Up
Year 9 -10 Exams
Last Day for Year 11’s

DECEMBER
Monday 2nd - Friday 6th
Year 7 -10 Step Up
Friday 6th December
Last day for Year 10
Monday 9th - Friday 13th
December
Activities Week
Tuesday 10th December
State-wide Orientation Day
Friday 13th December
Year 12 Results
Monday 16th December
Grade 6 Graduation

Our 6 graduating Year 12 students were congratulated on their 13 years of schooling
by staff whilst celebrating alongside their parents and carers at the Graduation
Dinner on Friday night. Staff shared stories and offered wisdom to each of the
students as they embark on the next chapter of their lives.
Congratulations to each of the students on their achievements and we look forward
to hearing goals they reach and where life takes them.

Tuesday 17th December
P - 6 Primary Christmas
Party
Awards Night
Wednesday 18th December
Last day for Students

Hopetoun P-12 College
Phone 5083 3203

Fax 5083 3016

Email: hopetoun.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School

Principal’s Report
Code Red
It is extremely early in the fire season for a Code Red day. I believe it is the first Code Red for about a decade. Declaration of Code Red in the Mallee and Northern Country certainly made everyone go to their fire
action plans and work out the best approach to manage the emergency.
Code Red has different meanings for schools, depending on their risk factors. At Hopetoun, we are not a
designated as bushfire at-risk hence we do not close on Code Red days unless specifically instructed to do
so by Emergency Victoria and the Department of Education. Other schools, even some near to us, are required to close on these high-risk days. We remain open unless directly instructed to close on Code Red
days.
However, the same does not apply to school bus runs. Due to our buses travelling through high-risk areas
in the Mallee, it was decided by Emergency Management Victoria that our bus runs had to be cancelled.
Hopetoun P-12 College open today, buses cancelled.
Hopetoun is in a unique location in terms of local government, emergency management and Department of
Education boundaries. We are in the Mallee fire zone, the Yarriambiack Shire and in the South West Region
education area. Schools north of us are in different zones and regions as are schools to the east, south and
west. It is all a little confusing as some schools in the area can be closed while others remain open.
Some schools received early notification of Code Red and changes to bus runs. At Hopetoun, we were not
notified until 5.10pm that our bus runs had to be cancelled. Our school emergency management team then
set about notifying bus operators, drivers and parents, St Joseph’s and the Pre-School of bus cancellations.
It took two hours for everyone to be notified.
I would like to thank parents and carers for the positive response to our phone calls and understanding that
the late notice was not of our doing.
Year 12 Graduation
Congratulations to our six, Year 12 graduates. We held a pleasant graduation ceremony for Shiarne, Kiana,
Dallas, Jessie, Bailey and Lauren last Friday night to recognise their achievements. All six passed either their
VCE or VCAL certificates – a wonderful achievement. Thanks go to Courtney Jones and her helpers for organising the graduation ceremony.
Mini Fair
It was certainly a wonderful experience last Thursday watching and participating in the Mini Fair. The activities were ‘old style’ yet enticing. Who could resist getting wet in the apple dunk? And bursting balloons and
money toss and kicking the footy at a target and skittles and … the list goes on. The students took on the
activities with delight and had great fun.
Congratulations to the SRC. They came up with the idea and they delivered on their promises of a fun afternoon. Well done to Jess and her team.
Teacher Shortage
Many of you will know that we often struggle to attract teachers to fill vacancies here in the Southern Mallee. Despite our best efforts, despite advertising widely, despite word-of-mouth, we struggle to fill vacancies. The Government has recognised there are hard-to-staff schools and has provided a financial incentive
package to approved schools to attract applicants. Hopetoun P-12 College has one of these packages available to advertise for an English teacher. The successful applicant can access an incentive package of up to
$86,000 plus relocation expenses – a very healthy incentive indeed! The English vacancy was posted today.
In addition to the English vacancy, we have two other vacancies which we are endeavouring to fill – maths
and physical education. These positions do not have incentive packages but are genuine vacancies which
we need to fill. If you know of graduates or teachers looking to
Check out Hopetoun
work in a wonderful school, alert them to the vacancies.
P-12 College
Facebook page

Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Proud Sponsors of
Hopetoun P-12 College

Parents Club
Awards Night
Raffle
Raffle tickets are currently on sale at
Wellingtons Butchers and Hopetoun
Newsagency.
Donation box is at IGA until Tuesday 26th
November.
Thank you for your support.
If you are able to sell tickets up the
street, please contact
Goss 0408 008 018.
Thank you in advance for your support.

Raffle drawn at
Awards Night
( 17/12/2019)

Awards Night
Recycling Facts
Proudly brought to you by WMW and Grade
5/6 students

Fact# 22
It would take a million years before a glass
bottle decomposes.
When you dump a glass bottle in a landfill, it
would take around 4,000 to a million years
before if disintegrates. The good news is
glass materials can be recycled over and
over again.

Tuesday
17th December
Doors open at 6.30pm
for a 7.00pm start
Memorial Hall
It is an expectation all students
attend.
Family and friends are

Remember “When in
doubt….throw it out”

most welcome

Weekly Student Awards
Well done to the following
students for receiving

Students of the Week

Monday 23rd of April at Lake Lascelles

SRC Committee

Geoffrey Box

Owen Town

For coordinating an
amazing ‘Mini Fair’ for the
whole college to enjoy.
Everyone had a wonderful
time and your dedication
to creating an inclusive
school is appreciated.

For always displaying the
college values of respect,
responsibility and teamwork.

For displaying amazing
enthusiasm and incredible
dance moves while
participating in ‘Stomp’.
Owen showed wonderful
respect and embraced the
week of dance.

Thank you SRC!

Geoffrey is always willing to
offer a hand to help and goes
out of his way to be of
assistance.
Great work Geoffrey.

Well done Owen.

Mini Fair
Last Thursday we had our first ever Mini Fair. At the end of the day, an hour
was taken out of normal classes for the school to participate in the activities.
The games ran by the SRC included giant jenga, bean bag throw, zero in, tin
can toss and coin toss. The games that were the biggest hit amongst the students were apple bobbing, balloon pop and face painting. Everyone had a
fabulous time, getting involved and socialising, all while displaying our three
college values. We made a grand profit of $361.40. Thank you to everyone
who helped put this day together.
Bonnie and MacKenzie

Year Prep-2 Primary Prattle
Cartoon Drawing Session
On Monday the students went to St Joseph’s to join their Prep- 2 students in a
cartoon drawing session with Matt Glover. He presented our school with two
books to keep in the Library. Students were given an order form, if students
would like to order one of Matt’s books please ensure your form is returned
by Monday.

Monday 23rd of April at Lake Lascelles

Matt, P-2, St Joe’s went to St Joe’s to draw cartoons it was an excursion.
By Hunter
We went to St Joe’s to draw cartoons.
By Owen
On Monday 18-11-19 we went to St Joseph’s Hopetoun and we
drew cartoon pictures and we saw lots of people.
By Aliana
On Monday Prep- 2 went on an excursion to St Joe’s to draw
cartoons. Matt got us to draw circle monsters. I was happy, it was
fun to learn to draw cartoons.
By Mia

At St Joseph’s Hopetoun Matt showed us how to draw cartoons.
We drew a circle monster at St Joe’s Hopetoun. I had lots of fun drawing cartoons.
By Ned
On Monday we went to St Joe’s to draw cartoon pictures. Matt helped me draw a
monster cartoon. I had fun learning how to draw cartoons.
By Layne
We went to St Joe’s to draw cartoons on Monday. Matt showed us how to draw
cartoons.
By George
On Monday we went to St Joe’s. We drew cartoons. We drew
monsters and had so much fun. I had a good day.
By Charlie
We went to St Joe’s on Monday to draw cartoons.
By Brianna
Amanda Cook
Classroom teacher

Monday 23rd of April at Lake Lascelles

