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Term 1 
 
 
 

MARCH 
 
 

Monday 11th March 
Labour Day Public Holiday 

 

Tuesday 12th March 
GRIP Leadership Confer-

ence 

 
Wednesday 13th March 

School Council 

 
 

Thursday 14th March 

Parent/Teacher /Student 
Interviews 

 

Saturday 16th March 
School Working Bee 

8-30am 

 
 

Monday 18th March 
Parent Information Night 

With Headspace 

 
 

Friday 22nd March 

GWR Swimming 
(Primary & Secondary ) 

 
 

APRIL 
 

Tuesday 2nd April 
House Athletic Sports 

 
Friday 5th April 

End of Term 

Hopetoun P-12 College 

Phone 5083 3203        Fax 5083 3016                Email: hopetoun.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School 

 

Our Primary and Year 9 Advance students assisted by some terrific parents 
did their bit for their local community be participating in Clean Up Australia day 

on Friday.  They concentrated on our school grounds and the Rec Reserve. 

Great Job! 



 

 

 
 

Principal’s Report 

Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews 

I encourage all of you to take the opportunity to attend parent-student-teacher interviews next 
Thursday evening.  Compass is now open and available for you to make bookings in 10-minute 
time-slots.  Times are available from 3.40pm through to 6.20pm, finishing at 6.30pm.   

In the ten minutes you have, let the teacher know how your child is settling in to school, ask 
about progress, remembering that it is only six weeks into the school year, discuss goals and 
talk about how you can help at home.  This is an important opportunity to meet teachers, be-
come known and assist in building expectations and aspirations.  Homework and study, espe-
cially in upper primary and secondary, is one of our foci this year, so it’s also a good opportuni-
ty to discuss expectations around homework and study.  

Clean-Up Australia 

Our primary students, assisted by the Year 9 Advance class and some parents, held a highly suc-
cessful clean-up day last Friday. One group cleaned-up around the school grounds and nearby 
areas while another group cleaned up the oval and surrounds.  Despite the areas looking ‘clean 
and presentable’ before we started, we found considerable rubbish embedded around the 
fences and along the roadside.  

 All safety precautions were made to ensure no harm occurred during the clean-up program.  
Hopefully next year there will be much less rubbish to clean up, making our campaign success-
ful.     

Headspace Information Session for Parents 

A parent session run by Headspace will be held here at Hopetoun College on Monday 18th 
March after school.  The session aims to increase skills and enhance healthy communication 
and connections within families and school communities. I encourage as many of you as possi-
ble to attend. Information is available elsewhere in this newsletter.   

Probus 

Hopetoun P-12 College was superbly represented at a Probus meeting last week.  We were in-
vited to speak to Probus members about our College.  We had five students speak and demon-
strate.  The three Frankel girls spoke extremely well to the twenty or more members in attend-
ance.  Sophie read her favourite picture-story book Where’s the Green Cow?, Mickayla ex-
plained about her forthcoming leadership trip to China and the leadership opportunities open 
for Year 9 and other students across the College, while Tegan explained her VCE subjects and 
video conferencing to the members.  We also had Amber Morey and Tayla Fitzpatrick demon-
strate robotics to the members.  I think it is fair to say that the Probus members were im-
pressed with our students and with the direction our College is taking.  

Homework and Study Policy Development 

Work is progressing on our Homework and Study Policy.  The draft document was tabled at our 
staff forum earlier this week and a number of improvements were suggested.  The important 
aspect of this policy is that it includes not only homework but adds guidelines around study.  
The intent is for students to be trained in study techniques (the Elevate program) so that they 
have the skills and knowledge to undertake effective study.  When homework has been com-
pleted, students in the secondary setting, from at least Year 9 upwards, then need to study pre-
vious work or prepare for forthcoming SACs, tests and assessment tasks.  The suggested times 
for homework and study have been accepted by staff.  The next step is to discuss the policy 
with student representatives then take the draft policy to the Policy Committee.  

 

 
Check out Hopetoun  

P-12 College Facebook 
page 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjOrePU7vnPAhVGFJQKHaE1AGEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ft1.gstatic.com%2Fimages%3Fq%3Dtbn%3AANd9GcTUHFAdTFQF_-vEhZgtGE7EtXWbvXMPWbIWTY-f0uwg4jXep6Is&psig=AFQjCNF1paGo


 

 

 Coming up 
Next week is a shorter week due to the Labour Day holiday on Monday.  The working week 

starts with the SRC executive attending a leadership conference in Melbourne, College Council 

has its Annual Meeting on Wednesday night and we have Parent-Student-Teacher Interviews 

on Thursday after school. We also have the Grade 5 and 6 students involved in the second ses-

sion of film making at Gateway BEET on Thursday afternoon. 

 

 

Mr Graeme Holmes 

Principal 
Weekly Student Award  

 

Well done to the following students for receiving  

Students of the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seisia Horman 

For ensuring that all her 
classmates are included 
in group discussions and 

activities.   
 

Well done Seisia, you 
practice the school values 

at all times. 
 

Emily Tymmons 

For displaying wonderful 
teamwork and responsibil-

ity during  
Clean Up Australia. 

Emily was very patient 
with the Prep students 
and worked along side 

them to ‘get the job done’. 

Well done Emily. 

Bronte Michael 

For displaying wonderful 
teamwork and responsibil-
ity during Clean Up Aus-
tralia.  Bronte showed ini-
tiative and great leader-

ship with the junior  
students. 

 
Well done Bronte. 

   OVAL MOWING ROSTER     

  MARCH:        Michael Grace  Shane Michael  Adam Morey 

  APRIL:          Trav Horman   Danny McGee  Alan Box 

College Council – School Annual Report for 2018 

This coming Wednesday will be the change-over of our College Council.  The meeting, sched-
uled to start at 6.30pm in the College library, will be a general meeting under the chair of cur-
rent president Simon Cook.  At this meeting the School Annual Report for 2018 will be tabled.  
The general meeting will be followed immediately by the first meeting of the new College 
Council for 2019.  At this meeting, all office-bearers will be elected along with establishment of 
the Finance, Policy and Grounds and Buildings sub-committees.  All members of the school 
community are welcome to attend the presentation of the 2018 School Annual Report.  



 

 

Monday 23rd of April at Lake Lascelles 

 
Primary Prattle……...What’s happening in the Year 4-6 room? 

Welcome to the Year 4-6 exclusive. 

On Tuesday Esther, Jade and Heidi headed off to Horsham to represent our school,  were as 
they took on some strong competition. Esther and Jade gave it their all, while Heidi managed to 
grab 2nd in the backstroke and relay with a 4th place in freestyle. The girls told me the highlight 
of the day was eating KFC for lunch. Congratulations to all three girls . 

The Year 5 and 6 class had their first session with film maker Hannah from Gateway Beet. This 
has inspired some of our young film makers to begin thinking about how they might like to cre-
ate a film. I know Jaie and Kybe were extremely interested and had started thinking of ideas 
before we had left the building. The festival will be held at Lake Lascelles on the 4th April. We 
are all looking forward to the end result. 

In week 9 the students from Year 4-6 will begin a ten week program known as Drumbeat. 
Drumbeat is based around wellbeing involving the Jimbay Drums which students will learn to 
play and to help build their resilience. 

Homework: 

Students in Year 4-6 are given homework on Monday for the week this includes Look, Cover, 
Write, Check for spelling, a maths worksheet and reading every night. The students have a 
reading diary to record their reading nights. Homework is then returned on Friday morn-
ing.  Please support your child by listening to them read-a-loud each night.  

Tracy Bound Year 4-6 Classroom Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Year 7 Food 
In Food this week, the Year 7 students made tasty Mexican Wraps which received high 
ratings after demolishing them. The photos below include the preparation and then cooking of 
the wraps, washing up and taste testing the results. Zack, Sophie and Skye all judged the Mexi-
can Wraps with a big thumbs up! 



 

 

Monday 23rd of April at Lake Lascelles 

 

 

SPORTS NEWS – From Mr Robins 
 

Little Desert Swimming 
Our students performed very well at Dimboola on Monday and Horsham on Wednesday, with 
quite a few students progressing onto Region level in Horsham on the 22nd March.  Abby,     
Declan and Flynn also broke records to cap off a positive day. Those continuing onto Region 
are: 

(Secondary) 
 17 Yr Boys Freestyle Relay 
 15 Yr Girls Freestyle Relay 
 13 Yr Girls Freestyle Relay 
 14 Yr Boys Freestyle Relay 
 14 Yr Boys Medley Relay 
 Kaden Petschel – 14 Yr Boys Backstroke 
 Flynn Grace – 17 Yr Boys Breastroke 
 MacKenzie Bellinger – 15 Yr Girls Freestyle 
 Rori Marshman – 13 Yr Girls Breaststroke  
 Abby White – 14 Yr Girls Backstroke & 

Freestyle 
 Declan Brown – 14 Yr Boys Breaststroke & Freestyle 
 Kiana Marshman – 20 Yr Girls Freestyle 
 (Primary) 
 12 Yr Girls Freestyle Relay 
 Heidi Gilmour – 12 Yr Girls Backstroke & 

Freestyle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming sport dates (Term 1): 

 
 

 March 22nd – Greater Western Region swimming @ Horsham (Primary & Secondary) 
 April 2nd – Hopetoun P-12 College House Athletic Sports 
 

 
 

 

 March 13th – Under 12 State Cricket Trials 



 

 

Monday 23rd of April at Lake Lascelles 

 

Students from Year 7-12 will be participating in core student workshops with Headspace on Monday 18th March. The 

student workshops topic are as follows: 

Year 7-9 Standing Strong:  Keeping your mind strong around bullying, including strategies to reduce stress 
and de-escalate   emotions. 

Year 10-12 Supporting our Friends: Noticing changes, asking the hard questions and connecting your 
friends to support 

To compliment the student workshops, a Parent information session will also be held on Monday 18th March at 
3.30pm. This session will summarise the information from the two student workshops, helping parents to 
understand adolescent brain   development, changes to be concerned about and support services available for them 

and their child. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for parents and guardians to gain an insight into what their children may be experi-
encing and offers strategies on “where to next”. If you are interested in attending the Parent information session, 
please complete the slip below by Friday 15th March. 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Headspace Parent Information Session 

Name: ……………………………………………………………………….. 

Yes, I will be attending the Headspace Parent Information Session. 

No, I am unable to attend the Headspace Parent Information Session. 

Signed………………………………………………         Date……………………………………….. 

Homework Club  

Thursday  
 

 

 

3-20pm until  

4-00pm  
 

          Prep—Year 6 

 Year 7 –12 

‘Finish the Front’ 

SCHOOL 
WORKING 

BEE 
Saturday  

16th March 

@ 8.30am 
Bring your rakes and shovels 

Everyone Welcome 

RKING 



 

 

Monday 23rd of April at Lake Lascelles 

 
 

Clean Up Australia Day 
On the 1st of March Hopetoun P- 12 College Primary students and the Year 9 Students 
participated in Clean Up Australia Day. We picked up rubbish at the school and around 
the Hopetoun Rec Reserve. We were shocked by the amount of rubbish there was to be 
collected. It was great to see the Primary and Secondary students work together to 
achieve a common goal.  



 

 

Monday 23rd of April at Lake Lascelles 

 

 


