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Banksia Victors in the Pool

2019
Term 1
MARCH
Friday 1st March
Clean Up Australia Day

Term

1

Monday 4th March
Little Desert Swimming
(Secondary Only)
Wednesday 6th March
Little Desert Swimming
(Primary Only)
Prep Students Present
Monday 11th March
Labour Day Public Holiday
Wednesday 13th March
School Council
Thursday 14th March
Parent Teacher Interviews
Monday 18th March
Parent Information Night
With Headspace
Friday 22nd March
GWR Swimming
(Primary & Secondary )

APRIL
Tuesday 2nd April
House Athletic Sports

It may have taken 7 years but Banksia finally took out the shield in this years
Swimming Sports. More photos and full report on page 5.
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Phone 5083 3203

Fax 5083 3016
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Principal’s Report
Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews
These meetings between parents, students and teachers are an important part of schooling.
Even though there are time constraints around the interviews, we regard them as a valuable
part of student learning. I encourage you to take the opportunity to sign-up and meet with the
teachers wherever possible. Some teachers are on leave and some work part-time hence may
not be available, however, we have endeavoured to arrange as many interview time-slots as
possible for Thursday 14th March. These interviews are an opportunity to discuss progress, attitudes towards schooling and what the next steps might be for learning.
Swimming Sports
It was a beautiful day at the pool last Thursday. I’m sure that everyone who found the time to
come along and watch the events enjoyed the spectacle. I was extremely impressed with the
way the students supported and encouraged each other. I was especially impressed with the
senior students who took significant leadership roles in organising, arranging, encouraging and
swimming with the younger students. Competition was keen but so to was the camaraderie
and support for each other.
Congratulations to Banksia on their win on the day. Apparently it is a new ‘record’ for the P-12
setting. Well done. Congratulations also to the record breakers on the day. We had quite a
few new records and records from previous years broken. This was a wonderful effort on the
part of our swimmers. The next step is swimming in Dimboola on Monday.
As usual, the feature race was the final event of the day. The ‘Muppet Men’ introduced the
event with a great degree of hilarity then it was on for young and not-so-old as student, parent
and teacher teams fought it out for relay honours. As has become the custom, the teachers
won the race convincingly and are edging more closely every year towards becoming ‘the invincibles’ I referenced last year. The next major event for student/parent/teacher competition is
the relay race at the forthcoming athletics. Rumour has it that some adults are in training for
this auspicious event.
Census
Today is school census day. It is a set time where the Department collects data on student
numbers enrolled at the school. The numbers determine, to a large extent, the amount of
funds allocated to the school to employ staff, to pay for the day-to-day running costs and to run
some curriculum programs. We have 84 students enrolled which is an increase of two over last
year.
Parents Club Meeting last week
It was a highly productive Parents Club meeting last week. Planning took place for 2019 and
approval was given to proceed with getting quotes for blinds in the primary classroom and in
the library seminar room. We are also seeking quotes on renewing the curtains in room 10, our
assembly hall.
Homework Policy Development
Work is progressing on our Homework and Study Policy. The draft document was tabled at our
staff forum earlier this week and a number of important improvements were suggested. The
important aspect of this policy is that it includes not only homework but adds guidelines
around study. The intent is for students to be trained in study techniques (the Elevate program) so that they have the skills and knowledge to undertake effective study. When homework has been completed, students in the secondary setting then need to study previous work
or prepare for forthcoming subjects. The suggested times for homework and study have been
accepted by staff. The next step is to discuss the policy with student representatives then take
the draft policy to the Policy Committee.

Coming up
Next week sees some of our students heading off to the next level of swimming. The secondary
students who have qualified will be off to Dimboola on Monday and primary students who have
qualified will be off to Horsham on Wednesday.
Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal

Weekly Student Award
Well done to the following students for receiving

Students of the Week

Dallas Walsh

Lila Byrne

Heidi Gilmour

For showing great
responsibility and teamwork at the swimming
sports. Dallas did a fantastic job making sure that
students were ready for
their events and stepped
up as a wonderful role
model and leader for
Yarrara.
Well done Dallas.

For displaying great teamwork at the swimming
sports and encouraging
others throughout the day.
You have been a wonderful addition to the banksia
team.

For displaying wonderful
sportsmanship and teamwork at the swimming
sports. Heidi tried hard all
day and her healthy competitive nature was rewarded with her receiving
aged champion.

Well done Lila

Fantastic work Heidi

OVAL MOWING ROSTER
MARCH:

Michael Grace

Shane Michael

APRIL:

Trav Horman

Danny McGee

Check out Hopetoun
P-12 College Facebook
page

Adam Morey
Alan Box

Primary Prattle……...What’s happening in the Prep-3 room?
To begin I would like to thank the staff, students, parents and wider community for the warm welcome at Hopetoun P-12 College.
In the P-3 room, we are been learning various decoding strategies to help us work out words we are stuck on. The
following information will give a brief outline on the strategies we have learnt thus far and prompts for parents.
Eagle Eye - look at the picture to help you read the word.
Is there a clue in the picture that might help you?
Can you make a prediction (or have a guess) about the word after looking at the picture?
Does this word make sense?

Monday 23rd of April at Lake Lascelles

Does this word look right? (Can you see any of the letters that match the sounds in this word?)
Stretchy Snake- Sound it out.
Can you make each sound of the word?
Can you try and blend them together? (Students should be familiar with the term blend as we use it at
school.)
Does this word make sense?
Does this word look right?
If your child is having trouble blending the full word pull the word apart
into smaller sections for example- Can you make the first sound? Can
you make the second sound? Can you blend them together? Building
until you get the whole word.
Fish the Lips- Make the first sound straight away.
What is the first sound of the word?
Can you read the sentence from the beginning and make the first sound of the word?
Did the tricky word pop into your head?
Does the tricky word make sense?
Does the tricky word look right?
Can you reread the sentence for me?
Skippy Frog- skip the word, read the rest of the sentences, then
reread the sentence. (This strategy uses Fish the Lips as well)
Can you make the first sound of the word when you read the
sentence?
Did the tricky word pop into you head?
Can you reread the sentence to see if the word you said makes
sense?
Can you make sure this word looks right?
Please continue to help your child learn their word cards by reading, writing and finding them in texts.
Amanda Cook
P-3 Classroom teacher

SPORTS NEWS – From Mr Robins
SML Cluster Swimming
On Friday the 15th, 7 of our students competed in the SML cluster swimming sports. Our students
demonstrated the 3 school values throughout the day and we had some positive results.
Championship placegetters for Hopetoun P-12 were:
Cody Frankel – 12 & Over Boys (1st)
Kybe Bellinger – 12 & Over Boys (3rd)
Esther Kelly – 11 Year Old Girls (2nd)

Monday 23rd of April at Lake Lascelles

The next primary stage is the Little Desert swimming, next Wednesday the 6thth in Horsham. Students
progressing through to this stage are Heidi, Esther & Jade.
The next secondary stage is the Little Desert swimming, next Monday the 4th in Dimboola. Students progressing through to this stage are Kiana, Flynn, Mackenzie, Bronte, Bonnie, Seisia, Ben, Geoffrey, Rori,
Jacey, Abby, Kiara, Nakeisha, Jaiden, Jeremy, Declan, Kaden & Jason.
**Forms & information have been sent home with these students. Good luck to these students!
House Swimming Sports
Last Thursday we had our house swimming sports, with some fantastic weather ensuring a positive day
was had by all. The atmosphere and attitude amongst the students was extremely encouraging. All students can certainly be proud of their efforts. Banksia claimed their FIRST EVER swimming title.
Age Champions:

Age Group

Winner

Runner Up

Under 12 Mixed

Heidi Gilmour (YAR)

Cody Frankel (YAR)

Under 14 Girls

Abby White (BAN)

Rori Marshman (YAR)

Under 14 Boys

Declan Brown (BAN)

Jaiden Cook (YAR)

Under 16 Girls

Mackenzie Bellinger (YAR)

Bronte Michael (YAR)

Under 16 Boys

Jonty Bellinger (YAR)

Geoffrey Box (BAN)

Under 20 Girls

Kiana Marshman (YAR)

Denita Reid (BAN)

Under 20 Boys

Flynn Grace (YAR)

Dalton Roberts (BAN)

Best Dressed: Esther & Hunter Kelly (Yarrara)

House Result:

BANKSIA 456

def

YARRARA 412

Upcoming sport dates (Term 1):


March 4th – Little Desert swimming @ Dimboola



March 6th – Little Desert swimming @ Horsham




March 22nd – Greater Western swimming @ Horsham (Primary & Secondary)
April 2nd – Hopetoun P-12 College house athletic sports

Reminder
to all
P-10
students
to bring
Monday
23rd
of April
at Lake Lascelles
their bathers for their PE & Sport classes
Year P-3: Tuesday (Period 3 & 4)
Year 4-6: Monday (Period 5 & 6)
Year 7-8: Thursday (Period 3 & 4)
Year 9-10: Tuesday (Period 1 & 2)
Sport (year 7-9 only): Wednesday (Period 5 & 6)

Homework
Club
Thursday
3-20pm until
4-00pm
Prep—Year 6
Year 7 –12

Reminder………

Clean up
Australia Day
Is tomorrow
Friday 1st March
Please
meet in
the Grade
4-6 room
at
9.00am
to begin
clean up
during
Pd’s 1& 2

