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Activities Week

Term 4
DECEMBER
Monday 18th December
Year 6 Graduation
Tuesday 19th December
Awards Night

2018

Monday January 29th
Staff return to School
Book Collection Day
Levies Day
Tuesday January 30th
Curriculum Day
Wednesday January 31st
Year 7 –12 Students
Return
Prep-6 Interviews

FEBRUARY
Thursday February 1st
Year Prep to 6 Students
return to classes
Wednesday February 7th
Parents Club General
Meeting

**********
Term 1: 29th January (School
Teachers Start) to 29th March
(Thursday)
Term 2: 16th April to 29th
June
Term 3: 16th July to
21stSeptember
Term 4: 8th October to 20th
December

Hopetoun P-12 College
Phone 5083 3203

Fax 5083 3016

Email: hopetoun.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School

PrinciPal’s rePort
Activities Week is almost over with the grand finale tomorrow. The week concludes with a trip to Horsham
for bowling and laser tag. Throughout the week the students have been involved in an array of interesting,
exciting and challenging activities ranging from Egyptian mummifying techniques to sweet and sour science
to investigations, creations, sporting skills and magical maths. Students who have attended have been very
positive and seem to have enjoyed the extra effort by teachers to provide an exemplary activities week program. The superb array of cooking and creating in the P-6 area has been enjoyed by all as have the swimming lessons.

The Final Week
Monday 18th December – Grade 6 Graduation Ceremony.
Tuesday 19th December - Awards Night rehearsal. Primary school Christmas party. Awards Night.
Wednesday 20th December – Final celebrations at external venue (depending on weather) and whole school
lunch.
Thursday 21st December – First Aid training day for staff. No scheduled classes and buses will not be running.
Friday 22nd December - final clean-up by staff. No scheduled classes and buses will not be running.

Awards Night
All students are expected at school on the morning of Tuesday 19th December for Awards Night rehearsal.
Students will be taken to the hall at approximately 11am and the rehearsal is expected to go for about an
hour. Following this, secondary students wanting to leave for the day may do so while all others are expected to return to school for the remainder of the day.

Prep and Year 7 Transition
The final step in the transition process took place earlier this week for the state-wide orientation day. The
transition process has been a gradual build-up over time so that all students are comfortable with their new
classes for 2018.

Student Reports
The end-of-year student reports have now been finalised and will be handed out at the end of Awards Night.
If you need a follow-up interview please phone the School Office on Wednesday morning to arrange an interview by request for either Thursday or Friday, the possible interview days. Students are not required, or expected, at school on Thursday or Friday next week unless an interview has been arranged. The school magazine will also be handed out at the end of Awards Night to those who have pre-purchased a copy.

Staffing Changes
Farewells are always imminent in the last few days of school as staff move on, retire or seek new challenges.
This year we say farewell to Katherine Durant. Katherine is leaving the College to start a family. We thank
her for the past few years she has worked here in the primary section and hope that all goes well with her
new family.
We also say farewell to Emma Huff. Emma has enjoyed her first year of teaching and has built good links
with the primary students. Emma has a new teaching position in Horsham for 2018. Thanks, Emma, for your
work at Hopetoun p-12 College this year.
A long-time stalwart of the school, Wal Ferguson, is also moving on. Wal has been a teacher, coach,
groundsman, maintenance man, Hands on Learning guru and even resident magician at Hopetoun P-12 College for many years. His quirky sense of humour and willingness to take on any challenge will be sorely
missed. Thanks Wal, and all the best in your new venture.

We also say a short-term farewell to Helen Digby. Helen has accepted a new challenge for 2018 – the role of
Acting Principal at Nullawil Primary School. Nullawil Primary is a school of about 15 students north-east of
Birchip. It is an exciting time for Helen as she takes on a different role in her teaching career. All the best for
2018, Helen.
Camille van de Ven joined us earlier this year to assist in our integration program. She has been a wonderful
asset however, unfortunately for us, the role has concluded hence Camille will not be with us next year.
Thanks, Camille, for your help this year.

Farewell
Whilst on the subject of farewells, I would also like to acknowledge the Hallam family. Tim and Robyn
Hallam have been involved with Hopetoun P-12 College for many years. They have undertaken many roles
on Council and the Parents Club as well as supported many events and activities at the College. They no
longer have children involved in the College, however I am sure that they will maintain a close relationship
with us. Thanks, Tim and Robyn, for your input and support of the College.
It is also farewell to the Palmer family. Amber, Riley, Mitch, Georgie and Lucas are heading off to South Australia next year. Thank you for your support of Hopetoun P-12 College and all the best in your new school
and work.

The 2018 School Year
The staffing changes mean we are actively recruiting staff for 2018. We are currently going through the advertising and interview process and we will be in a position to announce replacement teachers early next
year.
Start Dates for 2018
The starting dates will be listed elsewhere in the newsletter. Suffice to say here that there will be a phased
start to school in 2018. Teachers commence and have professional learning days on both Monday 29th and
Tuesday 30th January. All Year 7 to 12 students commence on Wednesday 31st January while students in Prep
to 6 will be given an interview time to attend on Wednesday 31st January. All prep to Year 6 students start
full-time from Thursday 1st February. Parents of students in Prep to Year 6 will receive a letter during January indicating an interview time and a meet-the-teacher session for Wednesday 31st January. Buses will
commence running on Wednesday 31st January.

School Council
We held our final School Council meeting for 2017 yesterday morning. We held a 7am meeting rather than
the usual 6pm time-slot. This was a rather unique time however it ‘beat-the-heat’ and enabled everyone to
get off to work on time. It was an important meeting to conclude business which had to be signed-off by the
end of the school year. Main items included:
Approval of the College’s Annual Implementation Plan for 2018.
Approval of the draft school cash budget for 2018.
Approval of some policy changes for our Student Engagement policy.
Approval of a curriculum day for Tuesday 24th April 2018.
Approval to hire-out the canoes and kayaks to school or other approved groups.
The next policy committee meeting is scheduled for Monday 5th February and Finance and School Council
will meet on Wednesday 14th February.
Next Week’s Newsletter
We will publish a newsletter next Wednesday (20th December) and distribute it to any students who are in
attendance. It will also be on our website. The newsletter next week will be key dates for 2018 along with
some photos and follow-up to Awards Night.

Graeme Holmes

Principal

Grade 6 Graduation
Monday 18th December
12 noon– 2-30pm

Awards Night
Tuesday 19th December, 2017
7pm Start

Interviews by Request
No Buses
Thursday 21st &
Friday 22nd December

Start Dates for 2018
Monday 29th January 2018– Official
staff return date, Book Collection Day
and Levies Day

Please note:

Tuesday 30th January 2018
Curriculum Day—No Students Attend
School

Parents Club Raffle

Wednesday 31st January 2018
Year 7—12 Commence school

Tickets are available
at the door on Awards
Night

Prep to Year 6 students appointment
times for testing
Thursday 1st February 2018
Year Prep to 6 students return for
classes

2018—Term Dates
Term 1: 29th January (School
Teachers Start) to 29th March
(Thursday)
Term 2: 16th April to 29th June
Proud Sponsors of
our

Term 3: 16th July to
21stSeptember

VCAL Program

Term 4: 8th October to 20th
December

COMMENCING MONDAY, DECEMBER 4th,
UNTIL THE END OF THE YEAR:

Canteen closed on
Wednesdays:
On all other days, the canteen is only open at recess as normal. It will be open at
lunchtime to collect lunch orders and buy drinks and ice creams.
Should you wish to order lunch, this must be ordered first thing in the morning and
can only be sandwiches, rolls, wraps or pies, party pies and sausage rolls.

There will also be no canteen specials from this date.

Year 8 & 9 Camp

…...

Activities Week
Monday 11th December to
Friday 15th December

Year 8 and Year 9 camp Mildura - Krystal and Cheyanne - made
their own breakfast. Mr. Price and Ollie playing Putt Putt!

Christmas
Activities
F-6

Every Day Counts Facts

Every day counts in your holidays too,
make the most of each day.

What’s Happening Around the School……...

Shake Rattle and Read Christmas Party - Courtney Jones and audience
Around the school - Claire Oataway
9295 End of Year Activities
9237 Liam Price

