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Principal’s Report
Parent Teacher Interviews
There was a good turn-up at parent teacher interviews yesterday. It was great to see so many students involved in the interviews. Most of the Grades 3-6 students were involved in the interviews as
were many secondary school students. If you didn’t manage to catch up with all of the teachers, ring
the school and make an appointment before the end of term please.
School Council
School improvement is top of the agenda for School Council this year. Improvement of the grounds
and buildings along with improvement in student learning outcomes top the list of areas to be addressed throughout 2017.
Council has a long list of grounds and buildings projects in the planning stage. A broad timeline for
the improvements was decided at our meeting last week.

Move shade sails from primary campus by June 30th, 2017. This is all organised with a contractor
appointed to move the sails. We are currently awaiting Shire Council permits.

Concreting under shade sails completed by the end of September.

Demolition of old trades building – contract has been let. Work commences on Monday 3rd
April.

Watering system at front of school – replace and upgrade by 30th September.

Grounds master plan – currently being developed.

Internal renovations – completed by 30th June.

Blinds for VCAL room – as soon as possible.

Maintenance project ($240,000) – plans currently being drawn up by the architect. Work to be
completed by the end of 2017.
Council also considered the proposals to improve student learning this year. Our Annual Implementation Plan provides the signposts for improvement across the College. The main work approved by
Council in our 2017 AIP (Annual Improvement Plan) included the development of an agreed instructional model, the use of data to inform teaching and learning and the continued implementation of
School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS). It is a challenging improvement agenda but is one
which is achievable and was approved by School Council at their meeting last week.
School Council also considered an application from our VCAL class to establish a small-scale sheep
feed lot on the school grounds. This is part of their paddock-to-plate project.
Bus Safety
I met with all of the school bus travellers last week to remind them of the bus rules. By far the majority of students know the right way to behave on buses but, from time-to-time, some forget about their
safety and the safety of others. I provided all students a synopsis of the bus regulations which were
signed by parents and agreed by students when bus enrolments were taken. Please go over these
rules with your child so that all are clear on bus travel expectations.
Some reminders

School commences at 8.52am and finishes at 3.10pm.

The school works six 50 minute periods all days except Tuesday when periods are changed
slightly to allow for pastoral care groups to meet.

The first day of term 2 (Tuesday 18th April) is a pupil-free day.
Graeme Holmes
Principal

Check out Hopetoun P-12 College
Facebook page
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Radiation Therapy Machine
Have you ever designed a special machine?
Something which can make a difference to people’s health and wellbeing? If not, here’s an idea
– a radiation therapy machine. As part of a science project Flynn Grace has designed his own
special radiation therapy devise. Based on the
circular model, he sourced a curved piece of
wood then welded a rotating ‘camera’ device
which moves around the wooden architecture.
He also constructed a special stand. His next
challenge is to work out how to attach a small
motor to the camera to enable it to move along
the curve. Great work Flynn.

SPORTS UPDATE – From Mr Robins
Little Desert Swimming (Secondary) @ Dimboola
18 of our Secondary students represented the school last Tuesday March 7th at the
Little Desert swimming in Dimboola. All gave 100% with some successful results going our way:
Jonty Bellinger - 14 Boys Butterfly
Flynn Grace - 15 Boys Breastroke
Kiana Marshman - 16 Girls Freestyle & Backstroke
Isabella Grace - 17 Girls Freestyle
Jack Bellinger - 17 Boys Breastroke
Dylan Marshman - 17 Boys Backstroke
Chelsea Michael - 18 Girls Breastroke
Under 18 Boys Medley Relay (Dylan, Jack, Connor & Flynn)
Under 17 Girls Freestyle Relay (Isi, Kiana, Tamika & Tegan)
Under 17 Boys Freestyle Relay (Dylan, Jack, Connor & Flynn)
Age Champions (points):
Flynn Grace – 17 year old Boys
Kiana Marshman – 16 year old Girls
Dylan Marshman – 17 year old Boys
All of these students have the opportunity to go onto Greater Western Region in
Ballarat on March 24th if they wish. Forms have been sent home with students
today.

Neville Moyle………..
What I found amazing was how fast the planes were going over the lake and how Nev came to this
school today to tell us about his career. He found out what he wanted to do and it became his dream
job. He loves doing it now and all the information he told was about being the navigator for a F18 Super Hornet. He loves travelling around the world. He told us about the hard and easy parts of his job.
He told us to do what we love doing and don’t be afraid about doing it. Cheyanne
I was amazed when Nev told us how much the helmet and the rest of the stuff cost. Also I think that
the slideshow was good and my favourite picture was the one with the planes in the sky. Kate
It was good for Nev and Westie to come in and talk about the MAF (Military Air Force). The money
that was put into the program and the high tech equipment amazed me the most. I learnt a lot today
and it is something I might look into in my future. I wish Nev and Westie luck with their future work.
Thank you Nev and Westie for coming in and speaking to us. Hailey
I thought that how fast they can go was very impressive. I would find the worst thing would have to
be shaving my hair and going to a training course for so long. I think that the scariest thing would be
having no margin for error. Harry
I really liked the photographs - especially the one of the sunset. I think that it would be exciting to
have an opportunity to fly a plane at that speed and height; I think that it would have taken a lot of
guts and determination to be flying a plane at that speed and height. I hope that, as Nev said,
“Females will be able to go into the military and air force,” so then, females can have as much of a go
at doing that field of aerodynamics as males do. Bryndal
I found it interesting that the F18 Hornet can go up to 2000 km per hour and when they went over
the lake, they were going 750km per hour. Neville went to Kinder, Primary and High school here and
Mrs Grigg and Mrs Burdett taught him. He started being an air traffic controller then became a navigator for the F18 Hornet. Ben
I think it was different having Nev and Westie come to talk to us. I thought it was amazing how fast
they can get up to when they are flying. The best thing about Nev’s job is meeting all the new people
and all the equipment that they use. I was shocked at how much training and time and effort is put in
to doing what Nev does. When girls can join the Air Force and do what he does, I’m thinking about
seeing if I can join myself, just because I think it would an amazing thing to do and I think I might enjoy it. Sharky
The most interesting thing I learnt about Nev’s talk was the amount of time that is needed to become
a pilot in the Air Force. Another thing I learnt is that you get to travel and Nev said that is one of the
best parts about his job. The equipment that is used is worth a lot of money so you have to be very
responsible. Nev also said you can achieve your goals if you put the time and effect into them.
Krystal
I think that it is amazing about all the money and training that goes into the pilots and the planes. It is
cool how fast the planes go and all the technology that they use. The planes look really modern and
aerodynamic. Oliver
On Monday the 27/2/17, Nev Moyle came to our school to talk about the Australian Air Force. Nev is
a navigation officer in, I think, an F-18 Hornet Air Fighter, able to travel up to 2,000 kmh. Nev was really interesting to listen to having grown up in a small country town (Hopetoun) and achieving what
he dreamed of being. It just shows that it doesn’t matter where you come from you can achieve anything. I would just like to thank Nev and Westie for coming to the school and talking to us. Jonty
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