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Term 1
February
Wednesday 27th February
Year 7 Immunisations
Shake, Rattle & Read
Tuesday 28th February
Little Desert Swimming
at Horsham (Primary)

March
Tuesday 7th March
Little Desert Swimming
at Dimboola (Secondary)
Wednesday 8th March
School Council
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 15th March
Parent -Teacher Interviews
Friday 24th March
GWR Swimming
at Ballarat
(Primary and Secondary)
Friday 31st March
Hopetoun P-12 College
House Athletics Sports
(P-12)

Year 7 Camp at Halls Gap

Last Day of Term 1

Term 2
April
Tuesday 18th April
Pupil Free Day
Start of 2nd Term
Hopetoun P-12 College
Phone 5083 3203

Fax 5083 3016

Email: hopetoun.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Year 7 Camp
The Hopetoun P-12 College camping program got off to a flying start earlier this week with the Year 7
students enjoying a wonderful three days at Halls Gap. The students had an enjoyable time rock
climbing and abseiling as well as exploring the beautiful surrounds of Halls Gap. Our Year 7 students
joined with Rainbow to make it a shared camp. Thanks go to Rainbow College for the organisation of
the camp and to Mr Baulch and Mrs Robertson for accompanying the students.
Each year level will have a camp this year. The snow camp comes up in August along with a trip to
Melbourne and a sailing camp later in the year.
Swimming Sports
This newsletter is being published at the same time as the swimming sports are being ‘run and won’.
All the best and congratulations to all who participated today and congratulations to the winning
house.
I was fortunate enough to be present for the 13-lap swimming event on Tuesday. This is a longdistance, gruelling swim which our students took on. I was very impressed with the attitude and
effort of all students who participated. All completed the thirteen laps and there were some impressive times clocked.
Literacy Learning
Reading and writing, along with associated spelling, grammar and verbal skills, are extremely important regardless of occupation and future life-style. We all need to develop these skills and we
need to learn them as early as possible in our educational journey. This week we have a literacy consultant, Debbie O’Connell, assisting our school in extending the teaching and learning of early literacy.
Debbie has been working with our primary section teachers to further develop our literacy program
and she has been working in the early years classes, modelling lessons and assisting with assessment
strategies. This has provided a wonderful learning opportunity for our teachers and our students.
Debbie’s work here, and she will be back each term to assist, is part of our emphasis on improving the
teaching and learning of literacy.
School Council Elections
Following the recent school council elections the composition of School Council is:
Parent Representatives

Simon Cook
Jamie Frankel
Natasha Anderson
Julie Grace
Tim Hallam
2 parent vacancies

Student Representatives

Amalie Petschel
Angelika Hakopa

Staff Representatives

Leah Papadakis
Nicki Bellinger
Viv Penman
David Baulch
Graeme Holmes (Prin)

Congratulations to our new and re-elected members – Simon, Jamie and Natasha, Amalie and Angelika, Leah and Nicki. Two vacancies remain for parent representatives. If you are interested in joining
Council, please contact Simon Cook or Graeme Holmes.
The next meeting of School Council will be held on Wednesday 8 th March which will be the Annual
General Meeting.
School Council Projects
There are a number of significant projects underway by School Council at present. These include:
Completion of the internal renovations to the main building.
Management of the $244,000 maintenance projects.
Moving the shade sails to the Dodgshun Street site which will involve considerable grounds work
and movement of watering systems.

Connection to the newly installed pipe-water service.
Demolition of the old auto/art building.
Disposal of the vacant primary school site.
All of these projects are moving forward slowly whilst the required approvals and paperwork is
being completed.
Parents and Friends
I joined the parents and Friends committee for their first meeting of 2017 last night. This is a
dedicated group of parents who are keen to raise funds and support a range of improvement
projects across the College. They provide an important voice for the parent community and are
supportive of school initiatives. I encourage you all to support Parents and Friends projects
throughout the year.

Some Reminders and General Information.
Tuesday 18th April has been approved by School Council as a curriculum day hence no students are to attend school on this day. Please note that Tuesday 18 th April was designated as the first day of term 2 which, for our students, is now a pupil-free day.
Parent-Teacher interviews are scheduled for Wednesday 15th March.
Broad brimmed or bucket school hats are required for all students when they are outside.
Absence notes are required whenever a student has time off from school.
Mr Graeme Holmes
Principal
School Contacts

Homework Club

Principal:

Mr Graeme Holmes

Assistant Principal:

Ms Viv Penman

Prep-2:

Miss Katherine Durant

Years 3-6:

Miss Emma Huff

Prep—Year 6

Year 7-8:

Mr David Baulch

Room 4

Year 9-10:

Mr Michael Williamson

Year 11:

Mr Liam Price

Year 12:

Miss Helen Digby

Ring the College on 50833203 if you would like to make a
time to meet with us over any matters.

A reminder that
Prep students
are NOW required at school
on Wednesdays beginning
March 1st.

Thursday
3-20pm until 4-00pm

Secondary
Year 7—12
Room 5

Check out Hopetoun P-12 College
Facebook page

Weekly Student Award
Well done to the following students for receiving Student of the Week

Zac McCauley
for helping Prep
students learn their
letters and sounds
during Jolly Phonics.
Great teamwork Zac.

RESPECT
RESPONSIBILTY
TEAM WORK

Xander Davis
for respecting his
peers in the playground by including
others and ensuring
everyone is happy and
safe. Fantastic
respect Xander.
Well done.

Maddy Alexander
for showing an excellent
approach to all school work,
especially her VCE 3/4 subject. Maddy showed great
responsibility by following up
on missed work when
absent.
Well done Maddy
…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

DRINKS– New Drink Prices
commencing 20th February 2017
Orange Juice

$3.00

Apple Juice

$3.00

Prima

$1.20

Breaka

$1.80

300ml Choc oak

$1.80

Mt. Franklin Water

$2.50

Pump Water

$3.20

Vitamin Water

$3.50

SPORTS UPDATE – From Mr Robins
Tuesday18th April

Ryan Carter & Tahlia jones after the ‘Gretna Green’

10 & Under Boys – Kybe & Cody (2nd & 3rd place)
12 & Over Girls – Tahlia (3rd place)
SML Swimming
Last Friday, 16 of our students competed in
the Southern Mallee Lakes cluster swimming
sports. A perfect day in terms of weather
greeted the students from Hopetoun P-12,
Beulah PS, St Joseph’s PS, Yaapeet PS, Rainbow P-12 and Jeparit PS. Our students
demonstrated the 3 school values exceptionally throughout the day showing great encouragement for one another. Championship
placegetters for Hopetoun P-12 were:
12 & Over Boys – Declan & Jaiden
(2nd & 1st place)

Cody Frankel – Under 10 Boys (3rd)
Kybe Bellinger – Under 10 Boys (2nd)
Heidi Gilmour – Under 10 Girls (2nd)
Declan Brown – 12 & Over Boys (2nd)
Jaiden Cook – 12 & Over Boys (1st)
The next stage for Primary students is the
Little Desert swimming, next Tuesday the
28th in Horsham. Students progressing
through to this stage are Jaiden Cook, Declan
Brown, Kaden Petschel, Ryan Carter and Heidi Gilmour. We wish them all the best!

10 & Under Girls – Heidi (2nd place)

BOOK CLUB NEWS
Phone Orders and Bankcard payment for Book Club orders will no longer be available. Instead, parents can
order and pay online directly to Scholastic through LOOP. Information on this payment method is included in
this newsletter. Paper orders may also still be sent to school.
If you have any queries please contact Moya in the library.

