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Term 4 
 

NOVEMBER 

Monday 30th October-3rd 
November 

Bookfair  

 

Thursday 2nd November 

Parents Club Dinner 

 

Friday 3rd November 

Biology Exam  

Further Maths Exam 

SRC Casual Clothes Day 

 

Monday 6th November 

Pupil Free Day 

Further Maths 2 Exam 

 

Tuesday 7th November 

Public Holiday 

 

Wednesday 8th November 

Maths Methods 1 

School Council 

 

Thursday 9th November 

Maths Methods 2 

 

Friday 17th November 

Valedictory Dinner 

 

Friday 24th November 

Summer Sports 

Hopetoun P-12 College 

Phone 5083 3203        Fax 5083 3016                Email: hopetoun.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Hopetoun P-12 College is a Child Safe School 

 



 PrinciPal’s rePort 

 

Our Year 12 students hit the ground running yesterday with the first of their end-of-year exams.  
Most of our Year 12 students sat the English exam yesterday and the consensus was that it ‘wasn’t 
too bad’.  Writing for three hours pretty much non-stop was one of the challenges but they man-
aged it well.  Exams continue for the next two weeks for our students culminating on Friday 17th 
November with their Valedictory Dinner.  

SWPBS 

One of the significant changes brought into this College over the past few years has been the School 
Wide Positive Behaviour Support.  This approach known better as SWPBS is, as the name suggests, a 
positive approach to student behaviour.  It promotes acknowledgement for displaying our school 
values.  The most public symbol of acknowledgement has been College Cash and the College SWPBS 
shop.  The rewards system has been extremely positive for all students with a wide range of items 
available to trade in return for College Cash.  Some students have saved considerable sums of Col-
lege Cash and will now be acknowledged further by using their cash, for a trip to Horsham next Fri-
day.  A group of secondary students will be heading off for a great day in Horsham.  Importantly, 
however, the SWPBS approach acknowledges school values – respect, responsibility and teamwork.  
These values are the centrepiece of positive relationships across our College.  Congratulations to all 
students who have displayed the values and have received acknowledgement for their endeavours.  

Preparing for 2018 

Yes, I know, it seems strange talking about 2018 yet it will be Awards Night, last day, holidays then a 

new year before we know it.  We are well underway with planning for next year.  Staffing is being 

organised along with classes, enrolments, books and booklists.  We have a little over three weeks to 

get our timetable and courses ready for Step Up which will be held on 29th November to 1st Decem-

ber.   

One of our priorities is to get booklists organised and distributed in readiness for next year.  The 
plan is to have these booklists available for you next week.  Dates for return of the lists will be  
available when we hand out the booklists.  
 

Transition 

We had another productive transition day earlier this week.  The new Year 7s for 2018 attended for 
the day and joined in a range of secondary-style activities.  We also met with parents of next year’s 
Year 7 students to explain the administrative arrangements for enrolling and participating here at 
Hopetoun P-12 College.  Our prep 2018 transition program is also underway with visits taking place 
on Wednesday mornings during November.  
 

Parents Club 

We have the Annual General Meeting of our Parents Club tonight.  It is a dinner meeting catered for 
by our Year 8/9 students and our Food Technology staff.  Thanks go to our current Parents Club 
leaders – Janine Brown, Jo Petschel and Julie Grace – and to all members of the Parents Club this 
year.  The Parents Club has actively provided special lunches for primary students, held Mother’s 
and Father’s Day stalls, funded blinds for the VCAL room and made a donation towards the pur-
chase of iPads.  Members also joined in working bees with the College Council and they have com-
menced planning the 2018 Presentation Ball.  

 

Graeme Holmes 

Principal 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

MONDAY 6TH November 

Pupil Free Day 

 

TUESDAY 7th November 

Melbourne Cup Day Holiday 

Valedictory Dinner 

 

Friday 17th November 

 

Summer Sports 
Against Tyrrell College 

Year 7-11 students 

Friday 24th November 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Student Award  
Well done to the following students for  

receiving  

Students of the Week 
 

 

Seisia Horman 

For always ensuring that 
the T.T.C. is left in a neat 
and safe condition at the 

end of the class 

 
Well done Seisia. 

Harry McLean 

For ensuring that discus-
sions and team activities 
are completed with fo-
cus and a positive ap-

proach in English. 

Well done Harry 

RESPECT    RESPONSIBILTY    TEAM WORK 

LAST DAY 

3rd November 2017 

Proud Sponsors of 
our  

VCAL Program 



 

PREP AND YEAR 7 TRANSITION 
 

Transition 

On Tuesday, we held our third Transition Day. Students participated in Mathematics, Food, Music 
and Physical Education classes. Well done to all students on your effort throughout the day and 
thanks to all of the staff who ran classes. We also had a Parent Transition Information Session follow-
ing the day and I would like to thank all of the parents who attended. 

Our next Transition Day will be held on Tuesday December 12th (State Wide Orientation Day). We 

look forward to seeing all the students together again.  

  

 
Homework Club  

Thursday  

3-20pm until 4-00pm 

Prep—Year 6 

Room 4 

Secondary  

Year 7—12 

Room 5 

Fri 3 Nov 9:00am – 11:45am Biology 

2:00pm – 3:45pm Further Maths 1 

Mon 6 Nov 9:00am – 10:45am Further Maths 2 

Wed 8 Nov 9:00am – 10:15am Maths Methods 1 

Thu 9 Nov 11:45am – 2:00pm Maths Methods 2 

Fri 10 Nov 11:45am – 2:00pm Health and Human Development 

3:00pm – 5:15pm Accounting 

Mon 13 Nov 9:00am – 10:45am Product Design and Technology 

Tue 14 Nov 9:00am – 11:45am Chemistry 

Wed 15 Nov 2:00pm – 4:15pm Legal Studies 

Fri 17 Nov 9:00am – 10:45pm Studio Arts 

2017 VCE Examination Timetable  

Sophie enjoyed her first day of transition on Wednesday. 

She listened to stories, played some maths games and be-

gan making a fairy collage. She also got to participate in her 

first PE lesson with Mr Robins. We look forward to seeing 

Sophie every Wednesday for the rest of November. 

Lost Property 

Could students please check the Lost Property container in the 
Café in the next coming weeks, for any clothing etc that may  

belong to them!! 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Why Do We Put People in Boxes? 

Stereotyping is something that we’ve always done. We do it to categorise people in the hope to find out more about 
them. We stereotype on looks, personality and hobbies. We stereotype others without making another opinion of 
them and before we actually get to know them. We all stereotype, whether we like to admit or not, but I’d like to 
think that we can look past those stereotypes and create more accurate judgements of people, not just based on 
the box they’re placed in.  Jess 

We put people in boxes to see what they are like and their past. If you are put in a box for knowing someone 
through a friend, you could actually have a lot in common. I’m not someone who puts people in a box to separate 
them from others. It is always good to find out more about that person before you say ,”You go in this box!“      
Katherine 

Some people we like, some we don’t, some we look up to, and others we don’t. I think we put people into boxes to 

motivate us to be like someone and we have other boxes of people that we don’t want to be like so we can look 
back at those boxes and say, “Right I don’t want to be like them” - that makes you work harder and do what you 
want to do.    Flynn  

We put people in boxes because of where they are from, what they look like and how they seem because we stere-
otype them. We come up with assumptions that are not necessarily true and do not give them a chance. We should 
not expect people to do things; they should be able to be themselves and not have people always assume what 
they do.  Montana 

I think that people are put into boxes because it’s easier to categorise and label people than actually getting to know 
them and find out what they’re like. Companies and schools do it; they just call it different things. Tegan  

 
An Unmarked Package is Found on Your  
Doorstep 
I was inside putting the clothes in the dryer until I heard a knock on 
the door. I went outside the door and there was a package on the 
floor. I tried to read the package but there were no details on it, it 
was unmarked.  

I did not know whether I should open it or not but I did… inside the 

unmarked package there was a box. Inside that box was     another 

box -  finally there were no more boxes just the     wrapping of the 

package. In the second box, there was a brand new iPhone 6!   

Lauren 

The Thirteen Storey Treehouse                                                               

Terry got a big banana and tried to hit Andy with it. Then Andy 

grabbed it and hit Terry over the head with the banana.          

Everything went black so Andy had to throw a bucket  of water 

over Terry.   Zac 

This film showed a boy who went to high school and was 
getting bullied; in the end he committed suicide in front of 

his school because he believed that nothing would change. 
This allows the viewers to reflect on their lives and the 
choices they have made or witnessed. The boy who ended 

his life sent a strong message to the audience because it 
proves that bullying is a big      problem that has to be tak-
en seriously; -otherwise people will end up getting hurt or 

worse.   Dallas   

Anti Bullying                                                                               
In the Anti Bullying campaign, it showed the pain 
the boy was going through. It used a sad, dull 
tone, which made the actions of the bullies have 
more meaning and a bigger impact.                                                                                         
It showed how the boy knew that even tomor-
row being a new day, wasn’t good enough, be-
cause it would all just start again. The portrayal 
that high school is some of the best years of 
your life, isn’t true for everyone.  It can be tough 
and this boy couldn’t go through it any more.   
Kiana 

In the film, we watched about anti bullying, we 
saw this kid being bullied every day and he also 
said that it was going to be the same as every 
other day and that he did not fit in. In the end, 
he had said “Goodnight “ and walked back to 
the school, then he decided to hang himself,   
because he had probably been bullied every 
day since he had been at school. Everyone 
should also take a look at themselves - if they 
are the bully, they should reflect on the person 
that is being bullied and also they should step in 
their shoes and see how it is impacting on their 
life.  Bailey 

 



Inside the head of 

MISS VIV PENMAN 

What is your 5 year 
vision for the school? 

I love the changes we have 
made this year, particularly 
the        corridor and in the 
grounds. I would like to see 
these continue, especially 
more seating, landscaping 
out the back, particularly 
under the shade structure as 
well as a cubby house for the 
junior students. I see our 
students being more willing 
to give feedback about their 
learning and having a voice 
in our school. I want all our    
students to be proud of our 
college. 

Why did you become 
a teacher? 

I enjoyed school, both       
Primary and Secondary. 
I initially wanted to be 
Kinder teacher as I 
thought helping kids 
learn and playing every-
day would be the best 
job ever. 

What has been your big-
gest highlight at school 
this year? 

I’ve had lots highlights. Work-
ing with Mr. Holmes, working 
with staff about how we teach, 
Peer Learning Walks, teaching 
Maths to 3-6 students, chang-
es to our facilities…….there’ve 
been lots! 

What is the best thing about being a teacher? 

The two greatest things about being a teacher is making  
relationships with students and getting to know them so 
you can help them as much as you can. The other, is seeing 
students learn, grow and change and knowing that you 
have had some small input into that. 

If you were Principal for 
one day, what would you 
do? 

I would buy a cubby house and 
new seating for outside, then 
arrange the painting of the rest 
of the corridor. Finally I would 
organise flowers for the corri-
dor for the next  months! 


