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Monday 21st August
- Friday 25th
Year 10 Snow Trip Bogong
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Friday 25th
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Year 7 Transition
Friday 1st September
Junior Cluster Aths—
Rainbow
Monday 4th September
Pupil Free Day
Wednesday 13th September

School Council Meeting
Tuesday 19th September

Year 7 Transition

On Monday the 14th , the primary students had a cluster day at Hopetoun P-12 College. We
were lucky enough to watch a play performed by Australia Playhouse,
‘Puss in Boots, Pet Detective.’
After the show we did a variety of activities with the other schools. Some of the activities were
finger print art. This involved making animals out of our own fingerprints. We also had to
write a newspaper article in relation to the play. Other groups wrote about their favourite
part and drew a picture as well as construction activities.
It was a lot of fun and we cannot wait for the next one. Ryan, Year 6
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Principal’s Report
Cluster Day
The Southern Mallee Cluster of schools held a group day here at Hopetoun P-12 on Monday. It was
wonderful to see 180 primary-aged students not only enjoying the performance and the many activities on offer, but also enjoying playing together during the recess and lunchtime breaks. The glorious
sunny day helped immensely as it enabled the students to run, play, dig, hide, scamper, sit, chat and
generally have a great day.
Well done to the key organisers, Emma Huff, our Year 4-6 teacher, and Cynthia Maiden, Principal of
St. Josephs. A special note of thanks also go to our Year 7 and 8 students, our VCAL class and Mr Robbins who organised and ran the tabloid sports events after lunch.
Youth Summit
The feedback from students regarding the Youth Summit held in Warracknabeal last week was positive. The information they received was current and, at times, challenging yet informative and made
them think deeply about issues. Both Ollie and Krystal were surprised at the domestic violence
presentation, especially where she said that she didn’t know whether she would survive or not. They
both thought the Youth Summit was highly informative and they recommend that as many students
as possible attend the summit next year. The opportunity to meet other students and hear other perspectives was appreciated.
Note – I have just been informed that Bronte and Mackenzie won the Youth Summit Crossword
Competition. A $25 gift voucher is on the way to the winners.
NAPLAN Results
The 2017 NAPLAN tests for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 have arrived and will be posted to parents tomorrow.
There are many outstanding results contained in these reports. I urge parents to read the information which accompanies the reports, go through the results with their child and discuss improvements as well as where they can improve to continue growing in their learning.
It’s Not Too Late
Yes, there is still time to have your say. We value the input of parents and hope that you will make
the time to tell us about your school. The Parent Survey portal is still open and ready to accept your
comments. The link has been forwarded to you and will remain open until Sunday 27 th August, so
there is still time for you to respond to the survey of Your School, Your Say.
Area Director
We had a brief visit by the Wimmera South West Victoria Area Executive Director yesterday. He is
based in Warrnambool (the South West part of the title above) and is touring the Southern Mallee
and other schools in the Wimmera. The key message to the Area Director, Michael Fitzgerald, was the
need for capital funding here at Hopetoun to upgrade and modernise our science room and our food
technology centre.
Thanks
A note of thanks to last week’s guest authors of the Principal’s Report, Geoff, Mackenzie, Michayla,
Bonnie, Seisia, Neha, Bronte and Amber.
Graeme Holmes
Principal

Snow Camp Bogong
Year 10 21st Aug—25th Aug

Melbourne Camp
Year 11

21 Aug—25th Aug

Junior Cluster Athletics
Rainbow
1st September ,
2017

Bookfair
21st August—25th August 2017
@ Library

Weekly Student Award
Well done to the following students for receiving
Students of the Week

Montana Reeve
For constantly displaying
respect to both staff and
her peers and for always
taking responsibility for her
own learning. Well done
Montana, you are a valued
member of your class.

Hayley Nutting
For displaying all our
values; respect,
responsibility and
teamwork during the
Cluster Day.
Great work Hayley.

RESPECT

RESPONSIBILTY

Declan Reeve
For always being inclusive
and kind towards the
younger students. Well
done Deklin, you are a
wonderful role model for
the juniors.

TEAM WORK

Parents Club

Homework Club

Father’s Day Stall
31st August 2017
$5-00 per gift

Home work Club will not
be running on Thursday
August 24th and Thursday
31st August.

Prior to Morning Recess

It will resume as normal on
Thursday September 7th.

Canteen
Please note that there are
new prices for the following
Orange Juice 250ml $2.00
Apple Juice 250ml

$2-00

Proud Sponsors of
our
VCAL Program

SHAKE RATTLE &
READ

HEALTHY

ACTIVE KIDS

Every Day Counts Facts
Out of a possible 82 students across the P-12,
33 have already had one or more days off this term.
Every day Counts Competition
Week four results:
Grade
93%

Grade
98%

Year
Year
Year
97%
83%
86%
Please send a note, ring or email
to explain your child’s absences.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Year 7 Transition Date—23rd August.
Reminder to Grade 6 Parents that the first transition day is next Wednesday the 23rd August. All
Grade 6 students will be following an alternative timetable for the day. Students from St Joseph’s Primary, Beulah Primary and Woomelang Primary Schools will also join our Grade 6 Students on the day.
Athletics Coaching
Today was the second week of our Primary Athletics Coaching Program. Students from Year 10 and 11
have been coaching our Primary Students in the different athletics events. The Primary students have
enjoyed learning from our secondary students and I am sure their practice will pay off when they
compete in the Primary Cluster Athletics in Rainbow on the 1st of September.

SPORTS UPDATE – From Mr Robins
SML Cluster Aths @ Rainbow (1/9/17)
The cluster Aths is fast approaching and will be at the Rainbow Recreation Reserve on Friday September 1st. An information letter and green permission forms have been sent home today. Please note
that transport to this is parent responsibility and it would be great if parents could help on the day.
Please contact Mr Robins if you have any difficulty with transportation.

Cluster Day
The start of the day was my favourite. That was
when we had the performance. I liked how we
all interacted with the show. The show was
called the ‘Puss in Boots, Pet Detective’. Bronwyn, Year 5.
One of my favourite parts of the cluster day
was when we got to play footy at recess and
lunch it was very fun playing footy because we
got to play with other kids. I also liked when
during the performance hansel got Gretel’s
hand and burped on it. Cody, Year 4
My favourite part of the Cluster Day was
meeting new people and making new friends.
Skye, Year 5

Puss in Boots played the special violin.
By Hunter

The truthful Goldilocks with golden hair asked Puss in
Boots who had black boots was well as a grey hat if she
had kidnapped Justin Baby Biebear. His long bushy orange
tail nearly touched the ground. Puss in Boots’ violin had a
white rope as well as a brown surface. She played the violin very well. The clever performers were from the Australian Playhouse Company.
By Alynah
The mysterious driver was bumping Puss in Boots the Pet
Detective. Puss in Boots bumped the mysterious driver
back. Hansel had fake trees wand was running around to
change behind them. She also made the cars look like they
were moving.
By Riley

My favourite part of the cluster day was recess
when we played footy with all the other
schools. The teams were Hopetoun p/12 College against the rest of the schools.
Kaden,
Year 6

When the king arrived to tell Puss in Boots that pretty
Goldilocks had kidnapped Justin Baby Beibear he was not
telling the truth. The old king was wrong.

My favourite part of the cluster day was recess
and lunch because we got to play footy with
other students from different schools like Billie,
Jude, Hudson and Jarrod. Jaiden, Year 6

By Byron

I think the cluster day was fun because of the
140 people and the performance. My favourite
part was the performance because it was exciting and fun my favourite part was when they
found Justin Baby-Bearber.
Tahlia, Year 6

By Emily
Hansel was very fat and naughty. Pretty Gretel was naughty too.

Father Bear told Detective Puss in Boots that he thought
Princess Petunia kidnapped Justin Baby Biebear. Puss in
Boots and Father Bear found Princess Petunia fast asleep
in Baby Biebear’s cosy bed.
By Noah

Breaking News at Camp Green Lake!
A boy known as Zero hit his guidance counsellor over the head with a shovel at Camp Green Lake. The bystanders say that Mr Pendanski did not
need to be hit over the head by a shovel. One boy known as Stanley Yelnats argued that Zero did it in his defence. The boy has not been seen
since the incident; it is believed that he has run away. Harry
Dear Diary
I have been digging a whole lake with a teaspoon to make a 3 metre by 700m by 700m hole on a rainy day. We had three people and I was the last
to start. We had to move the dirt to fill the old lake. One of the people saw a shovel with barbed wire around it. It was there to taunt us. It took 14
days to get the outline done. However, if we didn’t dig the lake we would be executed. If you’re wondering, how I got to this stage or why I had to dig
the lake, it was because I had stolen some items - 50 imperial diamonds and 20 imperial emeralds. But I get to keep them if I dig the lake. Everything I stole was worth over 600 million dollars. Deklin

Counting Sand

For the last 7 years, I have been counting every grain of sand on Bondi beach. Most days it was very windy, so sand was flying everywhere and
there were also many people running around flinging dirt everywhere. I had to spray paint every grain one by one to make sure I did not count it
again. To make sure I got the right answer, I had to double check. I ended up with 567million 267thousand 124 grains of sand. I had to count all the
dry sand and there was a lot of sand coming in because of the waves pushing it in. Oliver

What I Would Tell My Younger Self
Dear Younger Self,
If I could go back and change things I would change many things, but
because that’s impossible I’ll just write to you - my younger self.
I’ll start with some main things; do the dishes for mum more, feed the
animals, they need food just as much as you do - and try and be nice to
your siblings; it’s handy to have them on your side in the future. Here are
some others; try your best at everything, take on challenges and do things
that take you out of your comfort zone but please be safe while doing so.
There are many, many more things I could tell but these ones here are
just a few ideas to start with... Shiarne
I would tell younger self to focus on school work more because as I am
going through high school, I am realising that you do need everything they
teach you. I would tell myself to be more accepting and make friends at
every opportunity you get. I would give myself this advice because I think
it would have helped me a lot growing up through the start of my teenage
years. Tegan

One day, when I woke up from a very peaceful slumber, I
felt refreshed, full of energy, bursting with enthusiasm. So
I got up with a spring in my step and got dressed. When I
finished getting ready I opened the door and was surprised by a box just sitting there. There was no writing
except for a Handle With Care sign wrapped around it apart from that it was just a blank cardboard box. Since I
was so energetic, I just picked up the package and put it
on the bench and headed out. When I finally returned
home I saw my door had been kicked down. There was a
small mess but the package was gone so someone had
obviously stolen it. I ended up cleaning the mess but I
never found out what was inside the box. Dallas

I Tried This “Amazing” New Toothpaste…
I tried this “amazing” new toothpaste and it made my
teeth go blue! I’ve tried using my normal toothpaste to
make it go away but it won’t. There must be a way to
get rid of it, but how? I should probably go to my dentist and see what he says. I’d better not be stuck with
blue teeth for the rest of my life. I never should have
listened to that ad about how it will make your teeth
shine. What if others have used it and got blue teeth?
At least I won’t be the only one. Katherine

Message To The Girls!
Today was by far the worst day of my life. For more than
two and a half hours, I was stuck in the shopping mall
following Mum and Kenz around. The worst part is that
they did not even buy anything, so all we did was walk
around and do nothing. Two and a half hours of my life
wasted, that is longer then an AFL game! I will never ever
go shopping again with Mum and Kenz. Jonty

Travel Diary
I woke up this morning feeling refreshed; the jetlag has finally worn off!
The resort is amazing! My room overlooks the water, which is unusually
but
gorgeously clear. Today I’ll be going snorkelling. I’m really excited
to see all of the fish up close and the reefs! Snorkelling is the activity I’ve
been anticipating the most. Later on this afternoon I’ll be going hiking with
a few other travellers. You can see the mountains on the other side of the
resort and they’re kind of breathtaking… They rocket high into the clouds
and are covered with thick greenery. I can’t wait to get to the top and see
the view! Jess
I’m there and I’m tired. The last two days have been long, but exciting.
Today it’s time to relax though. The first two days were all about trying to
find my way around but today I can finally rest. I’m going to a spa; a really
nice one too - it has natural steam and all. No feet pounding the pavement, no trying to find my way back in the middle of the night! Just a nice
simple spa day for myself before the sightseeing starts back up again.
After that, I’ll chill at a café and get some lunch then I’ll go back to my
hotel and chillax. So today is going to be the one day - the one and only –
that I spend holed up in my hotel room. I reckon tomorrow though, once
I’m revitalised, I’ll go and visit art galleries. This trip, I hope, is going to be
peaceful! One Tired Traveller!

YARRIAMBIACK SHIRE YOUTH FORUM Year 7 and 8

On Friday, the Year 7 and 8’s attended a Youth Summit in Warracknabeal. While I
listened to each talk, there was one talk that interested me the most. It was Simone
O’Brien’s talk. She talked about her awful experience with domestic violence. The
story she told us was unbelievable because I cannot imagine any of the things that
happened to her. The sad part about her story was that she thought she might have
had to say goodbye to her daughter on her birthday. There were many times that she
thought she wasn’t going to survive but she did. The injuries she has are due to being hit with a baseball bat and now she has to go to Brisbane every two weeks so
she can get ongoing treatment. Krystal
On Friday we went to the Youth Forum; at first it was boring because they had loud
live music. Not long after that, Simone O’Brien came on and she spoke about how
she at been physically abused by her boyfriend. On September 2012, her exboyfriend who is now in jail hit her with a baseball bat. Because of her neighbour,
she survived because they held her head together until the ambulance came. Simone was in hospital for a very long time and all that time she thought that she was in
her home. Now she is living in Horsham and still needs to go to Brisbane every fortnight to have a check-up. The right side of her forehead is now metal because of the
baseball bat smashing her skull. She has no sight in one of her eyes and no sense of
smell. Her eldest daughter took the blame and had the feeling of regret for many
years but now she has counselling. Oliver
On Friday we went to the Warracknabeal Youth Forum. I found listening to Simone
O’Brien a big eye-opener for me; it taught me that no matter what goes wrong in life,
keep on moving forward, although it is still terrible to think that a grown man could
bash a lady for not wanting to be in a relationship any more. Therefore, my message
to you is to always stay strong and keep moving forward no matter what life throws
at you. Ben
A police officer, Brett Lee, was one of the guest speakers at the Youth Summit. He
talked to us about the dangers people face online. Everyone was fascinated by the
facts and the dangerous events he encountered in his career. He raised awareness
to all the students and adults their about online safety. We found the talk very confronting but interesting. MacKenzie and Seisia
Last Friday the Years Seven and Eight went to the Youth Summit in Warracknabeal.
There were four speakers, one of whom was Jannik who was in a car accident and
got paralysed from the waist down. He was very lucky to survive and is now a Paralympian and a professional wheelchair basketballer. His life-changing story inspired
us all.
Geoffrey and Neha

Jannik Blair
Jannik Blair had an accident on
his farm where he rolled his
ute. He was only twelve years
old when he had his accident.
Due to this, he was paralysed
from his waist down. Jannik
showed great resilience by
overcoming his accident and
putting it behind him. He
showed incredible perseverance by playing most of the
sports he used to play except
now he plays in a wheel chair.
Jannik overcame many difficulties and always had his family
by his side. Jannik thanked his
family for helping him get to the
Olympics. Harry

Commencing 21st August—25th August 2017
Bookfair to be held in the Library

